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PREFACE 


It  is  the  principal  objeft  of  this  woift 
to  make  my  young  countrymen  better  ac- 
quainted than  they  arc  ufually  found  jto  jbp 
iwVtU  tfheir  native  iUiad.  Th^e  utility  rflf  jfupb 
H  defign  will  oot  be  $ju$ftioned.  The :  43a*- 
jfons  which  induced  n^e  <tp  think  fhp.pgrefcptf 
-ftttefflpt  ^ftrtifjulariy  fa^fonabk^  and  t^p 
•manner  in  which  J  have  endeavqurpd  tp 
rfiiftl  my  pwrppfq,  ,fraU  be  briefly  difpjayed. 

Tows  through  )Eng|and,  .and  ^ccoun^ 
^f  Englilh  Geography,  in  various  ffm*> 
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are  publications  fufficiently  common  and 
numerous;  and  new  editions,  with  alleged 
improvements,  are  fucceffively  appearing  as 
they  are  called  for :  but  it  will  be  no  breach 
of  critical  candour  to  affert,  that  they  are, 
for  the  moft  part,  works  of  a  very  low  order 
n  literature,  abounding  with  grofs  faults 
both  of  plan  and   execution.  *   Tedious 
defcriptions  of  objefts,    either  abfolutely 
trivial  in  themfelves,  or  interefting  only  to 
readers  of  a  particular  turn ;  relations  be- 
come totally  erroneous  through  length  of 
time,  and  tranfmitted,  unchanged,  from  one 
fecceflive  compilation  to  another;   weak 
and  illiberal  partialities,  local  and  national, 
with  inelegancies  and  vulgarifms  of  every 
kind ;: — thefe  are  defe&s  from  which  none 
t#  -  them  that  I  have  feen  can  be  called 
tolerably  free;  and  which  certainly  render 
Hiiem  little   proper    to  be    put  into  the 
nands  of  youth,  and  indeed  much  leffen 
their  value  to  readers  of  all  ages.     Yet,  as 
*  booted of  reference,    fome  of  them  will 
continue  -to  be  ufeful,  till  a  work  (hall  be 
5  executed 
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executed  which  I  confider- as;  one-x>£  the 
grgateft.  of  literary,  ckfetera&  -r-:an  accurate 
and  comprehenfive  accpuntof  .^thesprefeat 
ftate  of  thefe;  kbgdonis,L:pfidgr r  ttafevexal 
heads  of  natural  and  political  hifbory, ,  ,agru 
culture,  and  ,veomn*erce.  The  acjequafp 
execution  ,pf  fucpfi  a  4efigp  would  ,dww4 
the iongTcontiixued  la^pur^jnof  of  one  xi}a$ 
only,  bjjrof  fey^ral  -perfoqs  affopiat^,,whq 
(houjd.be  perfectly .  qii^ified  for  jhexUf? 
ferent  <^parttn|?n^  ;:<  f^  «  can  neyer  ]>$ 
executed^wkhout  ja;:l^ra;;.publip:  ^nqo«* 
ragrement.  .  .,,.^.^„.4^ 

C  •       ...»  J  •  4  l*»._.  <jV 

JZ-hQrfwpfaik  p«rfocnjanqe  fearcely.jjre- 
tend?rjt<>/bgtaa  tfnperfsa?  outline  :p£r  fuiffe-a 
pla#r  , ;  Xte:  Jead  Wg  idea  purfued  in.it .  w^ 
to  ikei$lv  put;  fqch  %  "general  view  of  <saqh 
county,  with  refpe<a  to,  ift  geography, 
products  natural  and  artificial,  commerce, 
towns,  and  other  principal  obje&s,  as  might 
upp*:efs  upqq  the  njiijd,  a.  diftinA  notion  of 
its  difcriminating  chara&er  and  relauy? 
conjfequpnee.     In  dqjngt  this,  the  grea«$ 

A  3  difficulty, 


difficfcfl^  n«*rtc>  that  of  cdUe&ing  proper 
rllatcWkfej  ^was  t&  ke^p  a  due  medium  be- 
tween the  meagre  tainterefting  manner  of 
it  eafefogue,  and1  fuch  *  miaateriefs  of  detail 
aiftburd1  haVe^tofMed  the  worlt  beyond 
ft^ptopbfed  limits-,  all*  *ctald,  if  ndf 
ti^ttlty  diflTtifed  *Stotigh  tha  ftverat  parts, 
Itave  Wttdfefred  the  whole  cKfpropottionate. 
Htrw-fet  this  point  bal  been  attained"  ihcr 
f&derinuft  detehfcine  y.  trot  few  ear*  form 
art  adet^uate  judgmeht  of  the  difficulty  of 
ftitH  a  ta&,  without  a&ual  expeHence  inr 
attempting  it. 

tofcdfefbmswfc^^^  might 

ftflrfe  *s'  <*xtercif<&  in  tfea^i^  Uftfbl  brand* 
fclf  ftudy ;  and  thttfefote  fctight  tdi  be  read 
witih  a!  good  map  in  k«ul.     ■ 


;i;  Tfie  ftatt  6ftutmhilto9  Mtiki  uti&mitnu* 
fbffiittte,  in  this  fcihgd&ttV  hM  tifldttrgaft*  fb 
hfety  ehahjges,  evert  tyitha*  a  fliort  period 
Wa*  noc  pdfBbleK)  derive  frdttibGdk* 
$  alone 
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alone  fucb  information  as  might  be  depend- 
ed upon..  Therefore,  befides  confulthjig 
fome  of  the  moft  modern  tours  through 
particular  diftri&s,  and  hiftofies  of  particu- 
lar towns  and  counties,  I  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  apply  for  written  information:  to 
perfons  refiding  in  various  parts  of  thf . 
country;  and,  in  confcqyetfce,  I  have  been 
favoured  with  a  number  of  communications, 
efpecially  relative  to  the  feveral  branches 
of  commerce  and  manufacture,  from  the 
moft  refpe&able authorities,  which,  I  flatter 
myfelf,  have  enabled  me  to  give  more 
authentic,  though  concifej  accounts  of  a 
variety  of  important  obje&s^  thai*  have 
hitherto  appeared  in  print.  I  cannot*  how- 
ever, but  lament  that  ray  opportunities 
for  obtaining  this  beft  kind  of  information 
have  not  been  every  whers  ajik$. 

Antiquities  I  have  almoft  entirely  pafled 
over.  The  neceflary  details  on  this  fubjed 
could  not  poflibly  be  brought  within  the 
prefcribed  limits  of  this  work ;  and  the 

A  4  publications 
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publications  already  extant  Have  given 
much  more  copious  and  genuine,  inform* 
ation  on  this  head  than  on  the  prefent  cir~ 
cumftances  of  things. 

For  reafons  fomewhat  fimilar,  I  have 
fcarccly  given  any  notices  concerning  family 
biftory,  noblemen* $  and  gentlemen's  feats,  plea- 

4 

fure  grounds,  profpefls,  and  the  like.  . 

Wherever  a  proper  occafion  offered,  I 
have  been  defirous  of  introducing  hijlorical 
.**  matter  of  importance,    as  connected  with 

fome  particular  place ;  in  order  that,  by  fuch 
an  aflbciation,  the  events  might  be  forcibly 
imprefied  upon  the  memory  of  a  young 
reader.  \  have,  however,  taken  fuch  fads 
rather  from  the  later  than  the  earlier  periods 
of  our  hiftory,  as  being  better  authenticated, 
and  of  greater  confequence  to  us  at  prefent. 

-  It  remains  for  me  to  return  my  beft  thanks 
to  thofe  correfpondents  who  have  favoured 
me  with  affiftance  in  colie&ing  materials  for 

this 
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this  woi&t  cWete  Itb  wime  them, all*  the 
lift  Height  appear  rather  «■  riifplay  of  often* 
ration  than  of  gratitude ^  nor  can  I  fuppofe 
that  they  would. all  chafe  tor  appear  in  public 
as  contributors  to  fa  humbfc  aqrarfortmaca 
I  fhall  therefore  requeft-  pfctiwft  to  accept 
my  general  acknowlfcdgtnepts»J  Two  hantefc 
of  benefa&ors  I  mull,  bo  wetter,*  .beg  leave 
to  particularize  —  One  is  that  of  Robert 
Bransby  Cooper,  Efq.  refiding  at  Dur- 
fley,  to  whofe  elegant  pen  I  am  indebted 
for  the  account,  almoft  entirely  as  it  is 
printed,  of  the  county  of  Gloucefter  —  the 
other  is  that  of  Thomas  Pennant, 
Efq.  a  gentleman,  who,  by  his  afliduous 
labours,  ;has  contributed  more  than  any 
other  perfon,  fince  the  great  Ray,  to  eluci- 
date the  zoological  part  of  the  n^tur^l  his- 
tory of  this  country  *  and  has,  befides^  id. 
his  various  tours,  made  us  acquainted  with 
a  great  number  of  curious  and  interefting 
particulars  of  the  ancient  and  modern  ftate 
of  a  large  part  of  the  kingdom  5  and,  while 
he  has  conveyed  ufeful  information  to  his 

readers, 
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readers,  has,  at  the  fame  tin**,  laboured  to 
eradicate  all  mean  and  ungeacrous  preju- 
dices and  partialities.  I  have  not  only  bor- 
rowed freely:  from  :^  printed. works,  but 
have  obtained  from  his  frienriftiip'  the  libe- 
ral ufe  of  feveral  papers  which  he!  had  col- 
tefted  refpeQaiigilpfj  fliatc  c£  the  foothern 
acaaftaf  thisiftaud*  .  ■-    ■    *     ■     , 


.!      ■  •  •  .......  .  t 


„,      i  .1        .  .     •  i  ,        .«.,  !«;••  ■••.•••».       • 


i 


-     J.  .      -  -       ■ 


r  •  ) .  «•■'/» 


r  .      • 


JOHN    AIKTW. 


dreat  Yarmouth, 
;  [Sept.  I,  17$. 


.i>  .• » < •  v.  j        . '  j    1 


V-       <   •« 


■  « 


INTRODUCTION. 


(  »  ) 


■    i 


I  N  tl  ODHCTI  ON, 


i 


MMHHM^MfMM-M^-  i       ( 


ENGLAND  r»r  GENERXlk 


. » » t 


E  n  a  l  a  ur  t>,  including '  JVdU&>  i*  dto 
largeft  and  moil  font her^  part  of  die  iflaixd 
of  Gratf  Britain,  which  is  itfelf  the  prin- 
cipal of  the*  European  Mauds.  It  is  every 
where  fbrrounded  by  the  fea,  except  cm 
that  part  where  it  joins  wkh  a  narrow  necfa 
to  Scotland.  Its  general  figure  n  triangtt* 
ht,  with  one  point  to  ?b*  flofth,  anocbec 
to  the  eaft,  and  another  to  the  weft. ;  Of 
its  three  fides,  the  weiterh  is  the  longeft  and 
raoft  irregular/ being  btoken  add  inters 

feded 
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fefted  by  various  points  of  land,  and  arms 
of  the  fea.  If  a  ftraight  line  be  drawn 
from  Berwick  upon  Tweed  to  the  Land's-, 
end  in  Cornwall,  it  will  give,  for  the  weft- 
em  fide,  foiH*  hundred  and  twenty-five  fta- 
tute  miles.  The  fame,  drawn  from  Berwick 
to  the  South  Foreland  in  Kent,  will  give, 
for  the  eafternfidej  three  hundred  and  forty- 
five  miles ;  and  the  triangle  completed,  by 
a  line  from  the  South  Foreland  to  the 
La/jd'«-?nd,  ,will  have  a  fouthern  fide  of 
three  hundred  and  forty  miles.  .  But  thefe 
meafurements  would  amount  to  a  great 
deal  more .  if  \  we  were  to  fpllow  all  the 
windings  of  the  fea-coaft. 


^ 


-  The  face  Qf.  the  country  in  England  afr 
fords  all  tba^-feeaiitiful  variety  which  can  b.$ 
fbund  in  the  •  itfoft  extenfiye  tra&s  of  the 
globe.  In  ;fpme  parts,  verdant  plains  ex- 
tend far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  watered  by 
copious  ftrepms,  ai>d  cpvered  with,  innu-* 
faerable  cattle.  In  others,  the;  pleafing 
vkiffitudes  of  gently-rifing  hills  and  bend- 
ing 
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ing  vales,  fertile  in  corn,  waving  with 
wood,  and  interfperfed  with  meadows,  of- 
fer the  moft  delightful  landfcapes  of  rural 
opulence  and  beauty.  Some  trafts  abound 
with  profpefls  of  the  more  romantic  kind; 
lofty  mountains,  craggy  rocks,  deep  narrow 
dells,  and  tumbling  torrents :  nor  are  there 
wanting,  as  a  contraft  to  fo  many  agreeable 
fcenes,  the  gloomy  features  of  black  bar- 
ren moors  and  wide  uncultivated  heaths. 
On  the  whole,  however,  few  countries  have 
a  fmaller  proportion  of  land  abfolutely 
fteril  arid  incapabler  of  culture. 

The  richeft  parts  of  the  country  are,  in 
general,'  the  midland  and  fouthern.  To- 
wards the  north  it  partakes  of  the  barren* 
nefs  of  the  neighbouring  Scotland.  The 
eaftern  coaft  is  in  many  parts  fandy  and 
marfliy.  To  the  welt,  the  whole  country 
of  Wales  is  a  mountainous  traft,  inter- 
mixed indeed  with  vales  of  great  ferti- 
lity. Another  range  of  rude  and  elevated 
land,  fometimes  riling  into  lofty  mountains, 
fc '  extends 
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extend*  from  the  borders  of  Scotland  to 
the  very  heart  of  England,  running  per*s 
pendicularly  •  from  north  to  fouth,  and 
forming  a  natural  divifipa  between  the 
caftcrn  and  weftern  fides  of  the  kingdom, 
during  its  courfe.  The  coaaty  of  Corn* 
w»H,  too,  which,  like  a  great  promontory, 
juts  into  the  Atlantic  Oeean#  is  a  rough 
and  hilly  trad;  and  a  fimUar  chara6ter 
prevails  in  parts  of  the  adjacent  counties. 
Tfaefe  mountainous  regions,  however*  con- 
tribute greatly  to  the  wealth  and  advan* 
tage  of  the  whole,  by  the  mineral  treasure* 
with  which  they  are  amply  furnUhed. 

The  rivers  of  England  are  numerous  ^ 
but  the  extent  of  the  country  will  not  ad- 
mil  of  fuch  a  length  of  courfe  as  would  al- 
low them  to  vie  in  greatnefs  with  the  rivers 
of  the  continent,  Thofe  of  the  northern 
parts,  arifing  from  the  middle  ridge  of 
hilts,  have  but  a  fhort  run  each  way  to  tin? 
&0.  In  the  midland  difitrifbs,  the  Trent 
and  Oufe  find  room  for  a  .moderate  length 

of 
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of  courfc.  The  Severn,  in  the  weft,  fpring^- 
ing  near  the  fea,  and  taking  a  large  femi- 
circular  fweep  to  reach  the  fame  fea  again, 
flows  over  a  fpace  which  entitles  it  to  rank 
at  leaft  as  the  fecond  river  of  England. 
The  Thames j  taking  its  rife  not  far  from 
the  weftern  fide,  and  running  acrofs  to  the 
eaftern  fea,  gains  a  greater  diftance  from 
its  fource  to  its  mouth  than  any  of  the  reft. 

« 

The  lakes  of  England  are  few  and  incon- 
fiderable  for  extent.  The  principal  of 
them  Ke  m  the  north-wcfterh  counties. 

i 

r 

Various  bays,  creaks,  smd  inlets  of  the 
fea  are  formed  all  round  the  coaft.  On  the 
eaftern  fide;  the  moft  confiderablc  are,  the 
Humbert  an  artn  of  the  fea  into  whrch 
many  rivers  pour  their  ftreams.  Then  the 
Waft,  a  broad  but  much  fhallower  inlet, 
the  fands  of  which  are  for  the  moft  part 
bare  at  low  water.  The  mduth  of  the 
ThaMes  next  opens  into  a'  foft '  of  funnel1, 
produced  by  the  retiring  roaft  of  Eflex  oil 

the 
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the  one  hand,  and  Kent  on   the   other. 
Then  fucceed  the  Straits  of  Dover,  where 
this  ifland  fo  nearly  approaches  the  conti- 
nent.    The  IJle  of  Wight,  the  harbour  of 
Vortfrnouth,  and  the'  creek  running  up  to 
Southampton,  break   the   regularity   of  ,thc 
fauthern   coaft ;   which   afterwards   makes, 
feveral  bays  and  femicircular  fweeps  in  its 
progrefs  to  the  Lan<Ts-end.     On  turning  to 
the  weftern  fide,  the  moft   remarkable  of 
all  the  inlets,  the.fpack>us.«S/.  George's,  or 
Briftol  channel,  appears,  which,  with  the  wide 
mouth  of  the  Severn,  cuts. deeply  into  the 
broadeft  part  of  the  ifland.     The  oppofite 
Weljh  coaft  is  broken  by  various  bays  and 
indentations ;  and  beyond  the  next  turn  of 
the  land  fucceeds  the  large  and  deep  bay  of 
Cardigan.    Then  the  IJle  of  Angkfea  repels 
the  waters  of  the  Iriih  fea,  and  gives  a 
new  diredtion  to  the  co^ft,  which,  running 
inwards,  forms.^  kind  of  vaft  bay  with  the 
Lancqfhire  an$  Cumberland  coafts,  into  which 
feveral  broad  and  Ihallow  mouths  of  rivers 
enter,  and>which  i$  protected  to  the  fea- 

ward 
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$ard  by  the  IJk  of  Man.  Solzvay  frith  ter- 
ihinates  the  Ehglifti  cbaft,  and  forms  a  na- 
tural boundary  on  part  of  the  Scotch  hor- 
de^ which  the  Cheviot-Mis  and  the  Tweed 
nearly  complete. 

With  refpeft  to  climate,  England  lis  fitti* 
&ted  in  the  northern  part  of  the  temperafcfc 
feone,  fo  that  it  enjoys  but  a  fcarity  (hare 
6f  the  genial  influence  of  the  fun.  Its 
atmofphere  is  inclined  to  chilncfs  and 
moifture,  fubjeft  to  frequent  and  fudden 
fchanges;  and  ii  more  favourable  to  the 
growth,  than  to  the  ripening,  of  the  products 
of  the  earth;  No  country  is  clothed  with 
fo  beautiful  arid  lafting  a  verdure;  but 
the  harvefts,  efpecially  in  the  northern 
parts,  frequently  fuffer  frorii  unfeafonable 
rains ;  and  the  fruits  often  fall  fhort  of  their 
perfect  maturity.  The  rigours  of  winter, 
however,  as  well  as  the  parching  heats  of 
fummer*  are  felt  here  in  a  much  lefs  de- 
gree than  in  parallel  climates  on  the  con- 
tinent j    a  circumftance  common  to  all 

B  iflands. 


iflaijds.  While  the  fea-ports  in  Hpl}and 
and  Germany  are  every  winter  locked  up 
with  ice,  thofe  of  England*  and  even  of 
Scotland,  are  never  known  to  fuflfer  this, 
inconvenience*  The  weftera  fide  of  tbo 
kingdom*  receiving  firft  the  great  clouds 
from  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  which  are  after- 
wards intercepted  in  their  p^ffagc  by  the 
middle  ridge  of  hills,  is  considerably  m^cc 
expofed  to  rain  than  the  eaftern ;  but  the 
latter  is  mare  frequently  involved  iri  fags 
and  mifts.  The  whole  country*  feme 
particular  fpots  excepted,  is  fufliciendy 
healthy  $  and  the  natural  longevity  of  its 
inhabitants  is  equal  to  that  of  aknoft  any 
region- 

•  All  the  moft  valuable  productions,  bofftf 
animal  and  vegetable,  of  this  country,  have 
been  imported  from  the  continent,  and  have 
been  kept  up  and  improved  by  conft^nt 
attention.  Originally,  this  gre?t  iffond 
fcems  to  have:  been,  like  the  wilds  of  An**- 
rica,  almoft  entirely  over?ruo  Mtith-  Yreft& 

and 
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Slid  peopled  only  by  the  inhabitant*  of  the 
foreft.  Here  forr&eriy*  reamed  the.  \#Wi 
the  wolf,  and  the  wild  boar,  ftow  totally! 
extirpated.  Large  herds  of  fteg$  caoged 
through  tie  woods,  coebucks  bounded 
oyer  the  hilh,  and  wild  bull$  graced  in 
the  marihy  paftUrei.  By  degrees,  the  wood* 
toere  deftroyed*  .iri  order  to  make  wy  fe* 
Cultivation ;  the  marfhea  were  drained ;  and 
the  wild  animals,  invaded  in  their  retreats* 
gradually  disappeared*  and  their  places 
1vere  fupphed  by  the  dome&c  kind$«  ,■  E$g* 
land  ntfw  pofieflfe$  nv  «bet  *rild  quiadrtf- 
peds  than  foroe  cf  the  foulta  kifid*  j  &cb 

as  the  fox,  the  wild  eat,  the  badger,  the 
martify  and  ethers  of  the  weafel  kind  J  the 
otter,  the  hedgehog  the  hare  and  ?ab|jir; 
the  fquirreli  dorrppufe,  mole,  and  fevers! 
fpecies  of  the  rat  and  mquf?t  On  the  otbqr 
hand,  every  kind  of  domeftic  animal, 
imported  from ,  abroad*  has  here  beejj 
reared  to  the  greateft  degree  of  perfedi^iu 
The  horfe  has  t#$fl  tftii>ed  up  for  afll  $h? 
*ariou$  pwj>ofo  of  ftrengfb  and  fwiftflqfo 

B2  fo 
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fo  as  to  excel  in  thofe  qualities  the  {sim& 
animal  in  every  other  country.  The? 
horned  cattle  have  been  brought  to*  thcr 
largeft  fize  and  greateft  juftnefs  of  fhapev 
The  different  races  of  fheep  in  England 
arevarioufly  diftinguifhed,  either  for  an- 
common  fize,  goodnefs  of  flefh,  and  plenty 
tor  finenefs  of  wool.  The  deer  of  our 
parks,  which  are  originally  a  foreign  breed  y 
are  fuperior  in  beauty  of  fkin  and  delicacy 
of  flelh  to  thofe  of  moft  countries.  Event 
the  fevefal  kinds  of  dogs  have  been  trained 
to  degrees  of  courage,  ftrcngth,  and  faga^ 
city,  rarely  to  be  met  with  elfewhere. 

The  improvement  in  the  Vegetable  pro*- 
dufts  of  this  ifland  is  not  lefs  ftriking  that! 
in  the  animal.  Nuts,  acorns,  crabs,  and 
a  few  wild  berries,  were  almoft  all  the  va-- 
ricty  of  vegetable  food  which  otir  woods 
tould  boaft.  To  foreign  countries,  and  td 
the  efforts  of  culture,  we  are  indebted  fol* 
out*  bread,  the  roots  and  greens  of  our 
tables,   and  all  our  garden ■-  fruits*    The 

-  *  barley 
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"barley  and  hops  for  our  malt  liquors, .  and 
the  apples  for  our  cyder,  are  equally  the. 
gifts  of  other  lands.  The  meaneft  labourer. 
how  is  fed  with  more  wholefome  and  deli* 

*  • 

©ate  aliments  than  the  petty  kings  of  the 
country  could  obtain  in  its  lavage  and*  un- 
cultivated ftatc 


i 
> 


The  rivers  and  feas  of  England  arc 
flocked  with  a  great  variety  of  fifh,  which 
yield  a  plentiful  article  of  proviiion  to -all 
ranks  of  people.  The  xiver  fifh,  indeed, 
from  the  populoufnefs  of  the  country,-  and 
the  number  of  fifher?,  axe  in  many  pa^ts 
much  diminished.  But  the  fea  is  an  inex- 
hauftible  iburce ;  and  every  exertion  of  in- 
duftry,  to  procure  food  from  thence,  is 
amply  repaid.  The  firtieries  are  at  prefent 
a  great  obje&  of  attention ;  gnd  the  whole 
fea-coaft  is  enlivened  by  numerous  inha- 
bitants, who  gain  (their  chief  fubjiftencp 
frojn  the  deep. 


Such, 


Such,  in  generaf,  Is  the  country  xfrhicl* 
jit  inhabit;  fit^ci^tly  favoured  by  nature, 
yet  greatly  itjdeftteA  nlfo  *6  Iridtrftry ;  for, 
ff  this  powerful  f^mg^ere  to  ftacken,  tfefc 
wfld  Wood,  the  tSbglfcd  thicket,  afid  th* 
pa!riitef$  moraft,  taiuld  again  cover  thd 
land,  and  it  would  become  a  ftt  refidentie 
only  for  the  favage  bgafts,  and  itjie  hunter 
ftftt  lefs  fayage. 

We  ixtito  pirbcetfd  to  the  particular  con? 
fiSeratfbn  of  th6ft  principal  diviffon*  irife* 
whfch  <:ivfl  policy  has  diftributed  the  king- 
dbfti;  Thefe  are  the  totmtm  otjhires;  of 
Which  England,  properly  fp  called,  corittini 
fo^ty,'  and  Wales  twelve.  The  bwJer  in 
fthi'ch  thefc  kre  giVtft  is  a  rriatttr  of  nq 
gtfc&t  confluence  j  Hut  as  ohe  ftiuft  be 
addled  in .  preftfrerice  to  others,  I  have 
chofen  a  geographical  fcrrangetaent,  as  beft 
fuited  to  the  intention  t>f  the  wprk,  *rid  t!he 
manner  in  which  the  fubjedts  are  treated. 
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tut 


COUNTIES 


OF 


ENGLAND    and    WALES 


A&feAfrCED. 


JNorthuiriberland, 
Cumberland, 

Six  Nord.™,  &*££, 

Weftmoreland, 
£,anca£hire. 


Four  bordering 
on  Wales; 


< 


Chefture* 

Shroplhire, 
Herefordftiire, 
JVTonmouthlhire. 
B  4 


Twelve 


«4 
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Twelve  Mid- 
land; 


< 


Nottinghamfhire, 

Derbyfhire, 

St^ffordfhire, 

Leicefterfhire, 

Rutland  (hire, 

Northamptonfhire, 


Warwickfliire, 
Worcpfterlhiret 
Gloucefterfhire, 
Qxfordfhife, 
Buckinghamfture* 
^Bedfordfhire, 


Eight  Eaftern ;  / 


Lincolhlhire, 

Huntingdonlhire, 

Cambridgefhire, 

Norfolk, 

Suffolk, 

Eflex, 

Hertfordfliire 

J^Iiddlefex. 


Three 
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Three  South-    fSurry* 

caftern ;         1  Kent> ' 

LSufle^ 


*$ 


Four  Southern; 


Berkflure, 

Wilifhire^ 

Hampfliire^ 

Dorfetfhire, 


»tl       c     i  fSomerfetfliire. 

Three  South-  J  ~         - .       * 

^  <Devonihire, 

■'  L  Cornwall. 


Six  North* 

Wales ; 

» •  .      f 


frlintfliire, 
jDenbighfhire, 

J  Caernarvonlhire, 

*  Anglefey, 
Merionethfhire, 
Montgomery  (hire. 


Si^c 
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Six  South- 
Wales  ; 
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Radttorffiire, 
Cardiganfliire,  . 
Pembtfokfeftiire, 
j  Caermarthenfhiret 
J  Ikeckriocklhire, 
^Glamdrganftiire. 
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NORTHUMBERLAND. 

e  *  • 

4;  his  is  the  moil  northerly  county  i$ 
England,  apd,  by  its  termination  in  a 
flwp  point,  farms  a  regular  angle  for  the 
boundary  of  the  kingdom  on  this  fide.  The 
jcoonty  is  of  a  triangular  figure,  its  eafiern 
£de  leaning  on  the  ocean;  its  weftern 
joining  to  Scotland  and  Cumberland ;  and 
its  fouthern  bordering  with  a  more  irre- 
gular line  on  Cumberland  and  Durham. 
jLts  natural  boundaries  are  in  moil  pare; 
mountains  or  riyers*  For  fize  it  is  amonjj 
jthc  kjurgeft,  its  greateft  length  being  near 
feventy  miles,  and  its  breadth,'  at  the 
fouthern  extremity,  aboye  forty. 

The 
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The  face  of  country  in  this  large  trait 
is  various,  but  on  the  whole  inclining  to 
nakednefs  and  fterility.    The  moft  fertile 
irafts  are  on  the  eaftern  fide,  in  the  vales 
through    which   the  rivers   run  in    their 
courfe  to  the  fea.     Many  of  thefe  are  very 
fruitful  in  corn  and  pafture,  but  in  gene- 
ral thinly  clothed  with  trees.     The  fouth- 
wpftcrn  angle  is  an  extremely  dreary  and 
barren  traft,  though  rendered  valuable  by 
its  lead  mines.     To  the  north  of  this  are 
fomc   fertile    dales    around   the  hilly  re-? 
gions ;    but   the   country  about  Read/dale 
is  fo  boggy  as  to  be  almoft  an  impaffable 
deferr.   The  Cheviot  Hills^  near  the  northern 
angle,   are  chiefly  wild  and  opeft  Iheep- 
walks :    goats   alfo  are  fed  among  them. 
The  ftate  of  the  poor  (hepherds  is  as  mi? 
ferable  as  that  of  human  creatures  can  well 
be  ;   and  the  country  has  been  greatly  de- 
populated by  the  practice  of  throwing  many 
{mall  farms  into  fingle  ones  of  vaft  extent, 
confifting  either  of  wide  fheep-walks,  or 
irntpenfe  corn  fields.     Some  of  the  fined 
cattle  in  the  kingdom  are,  however,  fed  in 

parts 


f>safts  of  the  Scotch  border.  The  centra! 
part  of  the  country  rifes  in  rocky  hills  of 
no  great  height^  but  ftretching  into  melan* 
choly  waftes* 

•  The  principal  river  of  Northumberland 
is  the  Tyne^  formed  of  a  Tout  hern  branch  * 
coming  out  of  Durham,  and  a  riortherri 
one  from  the  hills  on  the  border :  thefe* 
uniting  a  little  abdve  Hexham,  form  at 
large  river,  which,  flowing  on  to  Newcaftle, 
tmpties  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  Tinmouth.  A 
great  quantity  of  water  comes  down  thefe 
ftreams,  which  frequently  occafions  terri- 
ble  inundations. 

The  cehtre  of  the  country  is  crdffed  by 
the  river  Coquet,  which  joins  the  fea  at 
Warkworth,  celebrated  for  ks  ancient 
caftle  and  hermitage,       .     .  . 

The  Tweedy  after  dividing  Northum* 
berland  from  Scotland  for  a  confiderable 
ipace,  and  receiving  tha  Till,  whkh  water! 

the 


the  northern  angle  of  the  county,  at  Ja$ 
turns  fhort  acrofs  the  extreme  point   to 
Berwick,  and  there  mixes  with  the   fea* 
'  We  fliall  hence  begin  to  trace  the  eoaft* 

The  town  of  Berwick  Hpon  fweei  wa£ 
once  a  very  ftrong  fortrefs,  and  of  tb? 
greateft  importance  when  England  and 
Scotland  were  two  hoftile  nations,  to  eachi 
of  which  it  alternately  belonged,  or  wa* 
canfidered  as  a  di.ftri^  feparate  from  bod| 
countries.  It  has  npw  happily  loft  \t$ 
confequence, .  though  ftill  fortified ;  and  \s 
chiefly  remarkable  for  its  great  {almoa 
filhery,  which  furniflies  it  with  a  Valuably 
objeft  of  exportation*  It  alfo  exports 
corn,  wool,  and  a  prodigious  number  of 
*ggs*  which  are  feiit  to  London  for  the 
ufe  of.  the  fugar-refiners.  It  has  a  fmall 
importation  of  timber  from  Norway  an<i 
the  Baltic. 

Southwards,  ftear  the?  ftore,  lies  Hotjh 
jfkzdot  Lhtdisfarn^  once  the  fee  of  a  biftiop, 

and 


and  dill  diftinguiflh^d  by  the  ruins  of  its  ca- 
thedral.    It  is  inhabited  by  a  few  fUhermeru 

The  next  pbje&  worthy  notice  is  Bambo- 
tough  Caftle,  fituated  on  a  promontory,  once 
of  great  ftrepgth,  but  now  remarkable  for 
the  humane  purpofe  to  which  it  is  applied 
in  confequence  of  a  bequeft  of  Lord  Crew* 
bifliop  of  Durham ;  namely,  the  reception 
and  relief  of  fhipwrecked  mariners. 

Nearly  oppofite  to  this  lies  a  group  of 
rocky  iilets,  called  xhzFarn  ijles,  the  refort 
of  multitudes  of  fea-foui  in  the  breeding 
feafon,  particularly  of  the  Eider  duck,  from 
which  the  fofteft  and  lighted  down  is  pro- 
cured, 

Confiderably  farther  to  the  foutb,  off 
the  mouth  of  the  Coquet,  is  fituated  a  little 
ifland  of  the  fame  name. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  river  flowing  down 
itom  Morpeth,  called  Commas  tyoU?,  ia  jx 

j>  fmall 
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fmall  port  from  which  corn  arid  grind- 
Hones  are  exported. 

•  At  Blyth  is  another  creek,  forming  a 
port,  whence  are  fent  coals  and  fait ;  and 
it  little  fouthward,  near  Seaton  Delaval,  ait 
artificial  harbour  has  been  made,  called 
Earthy-haven,  whence  the  fame  commiodi- 
tiei>  together  with  glafs  and  copperas*  ar& 
exported; 

The  mouth  of  the  Tyne  fucceeds,  the 
great  inlet  and  outlet  of  this  part  of  thd 
country.  Juft  within  it*  on  the  Northum- 
berland fide,  is  Nbrth  Shields,  a  very  popu* 
lous  but  dirty  place,  inhabited  by  faildra,- 
carpenters,  and  other  artificers  concerned 
in  the  (hipping  bufinefs.  Vefiels  of  large 
burthen  take  in  their  ladings  at  this  part 
of  the  riven 

The  Tyne  flows  broad  and  moderately 
deep  to  the  large  and  populous  town  of 
NewcaJlU,  fituated  in  the  centre  of  the  great 

collieries* 
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colltertesy  which  haw  fevigenttMes  ifti^li- 
cd  London,  all  -the  :ea^n,  -andvmoft  of 
the*  Wetland  and  fouthem:pariswi)fc  tHfe 
fciitgdora  with  ccfcls.  VTh»% traffic  ihas' been 
the  fource  of  great  opulence  to  Newcaftlfe^ 
which,  befides,  exports  large  quantities  of 
lead,*  '  fait,  falmori;  'butter,  taftlow,'  fcnd 
grin^ftbhes ; '  ahd  ittipdm  wine- and.  fruit 
fronikhtfffottth  of  Europe^  and  :*imbet^irtmfj 
hemps  r&<t;'  from  the  Baltic  and  Norway: 
Ships  are  fettt  from  henc<5  to  the  Greenliad 
fifhetyi '  It  lifcewife  poffeffes  manufactories 
6f-ftefctaiKl- Iron*  and  of  woollen  cloth?;  and 
in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  are  feveral 
glafs-houfes.  The  ftreets  in  the  old  part 
bf  Ncwcaftfe  are  unfightiyand  narrow*  and 
the  buildings  greatly  crowded  together;  but 
fomeoofrttie  newer  parts  ztk  handfomerand 
comnibdious.  The'fuburbs  are  i  chiefly: in* 
habited  by  kedmen?  akroughandifhiriiy 
radfe^ employ edln^ca^i^g -the  coak  down 
the  river  in  their  keel&J  <dr  lighters, i m  tfa$ 
large  (hips. 

«^ci3ir:y/I  C  At 


|$  ENGLAND    DELINEATED. 


«  ■  *■■% 


-    .  1 

-. 
?                                                                       1          ■                                                    J  '  1  1      * 

■          ■       d 
1                                                                                                                                                                                         '■.•■. 

■                   •                                       -                  w                  t                      ■        ■  * .             r        - 

,                  ■           i  .          ■       ■                         ;.    i 

*                     .  t  • 

■  •     - 1  !  * 

■  •  .  i  -      • 

■       J         m       *m  i    m 

':"  C  U  M.B  E  R  L  AJJ'ftV' 

•a                                                                                     .           *    ■                                    ■                       / 

■  ■  » •      *  .    :  l 

P 

.  -          .  .    . . 

■      ■  \  t    <•! 

* 

^        '                                                  -.»«•.■■                     J     r      ■■ 

■«         a-.r,r\ 

.4                -.       .        »* 

-f.'T-H is:. county  borders  to  theqorth  upon 
Scotland,  from  which  it  'is  feparatedi>tt» 
^ards .  die  fca  by-  Sol  way-frith,  *nd:  inter? 
nalljiy  for  the  moft  >part,;by  a  {malt  brook  a 
en:  the  ,weft;  itas-  bounded'  by  the  Irifh 
fea^  into/  which  it  ^projefts  with  a  convexity 
like  a  long  h66ked  / .  beak,  the .  point  of 
which  jdefcends^iq  Jthe-  detachedrjpkft  df 
Laiicalhire;' from1  hence  its*  fouthern  con* 
CdwbAim  runs  contiguous,  .firft  to  fhc -finall 
portion ;  of  Lartcsflriile, ; .  and .  thfeti I  tov;  the 
wbote  >&readth  ^o£l.  Wefhnbrelandi:;  ^.ttifc 
fiaftcrn  .fide  is  bdundecbfcy  the  *  counties  of 
Notthumberiand-and'  Durham.  Cupsiben- 
lanff  I  is-  a  xounfy :■ '  of  «"■  confiderable  fi»$ 
ftretching,  from  its  fouthern  point  to  its 
north-eaftern,  ahwft  "eighty  miles,  and  its 
greateft  breadth  being  forty  miles,  though 
•^'-Aj/i  \rm  }  this 
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this  is  only:jnLa.;fm^U: Jpstxtt  It  ^:hpw- 
evav>onek)f.the|Qaft|K)ptiloUs  ift  the  king- 
doms :ita  general'  <chaj#9fcr  being "that  of  a 
XQiwitry;  of  bleak  mountains,  naked,  moors, 
aodvwild  waftfcsy;  rich  indeed  in  mineral 
treafures,  but  in  great  p&rt ,  unfit  for  the 
jcultiydtor.  iSome  corn  is;  grojvn  in  jts 
vaUies;:and;  numbers,  a£  .black,  cattle,  are 
rearedin  the  county/  wJbjcbt^re^jjrchaCpd 
hy  the  drovers,:  anc}1' brought  fopth  wards 
to  fatten,  under  the  name  of  Cumberland 
fleers.  The  hills  afford  a  fmall  breed  of 
iheep  'With    coarfe    Wqot,   tout  ^excellent 
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Cumberland,  with  .its  neighbour  Wcfl;- 
moreland,  ppffeffes  more  lakes  than  any 
other  part  of  the  kingdom.  Of  thefe  one 
fof  the  moft  beautiful  is  that  of  Derwent- 
water,  in  the  vale  of  Kefwich,  a  fpot  which 
has  lately  become  a  frequent  objeft  of  cu~ 
f  iofity  to  travellers.  To  the  north  of  this 
romantic  piece  of  water  fbars  the  lofty 
mountain  Skiddaw,  one  of  the  moft  diftiii- 

C  3  guifhed 
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gui&ed  in  England  y  and  the  haunt  of 
eagles  and  other  birds  of  prey.  The  dreary 
region  of  Borr&wdaU,  to  the  fouth,  abousda 
beyond  any  other  part  of  the  world  with 
the  fined  fort  of  that  valuable  and  fin gtofar 
'ffeinersd,  black-lead,  or  wad; '  the  riiihes 
of  which  are  only  opened  at  intervals*  and 
thert  carefully  clofed  again,  left  this  pre- 
cious fubftance  fhould  become  too  com* 

* 

mon.  '  Copper,  lead,  and  calamine,  are 
alfo  found  in  this  trad. 

The  principal  river  of  this  county  is 
the  Edin,  which,  coming  from  Weftnaore- 
land,  meets,  on  its  arrival  at  the  border  of 
Cumberland,  with  the  Eyntot,  flowing  out 
of !  mies'lake,  and  then  runs  northwards, 
till,  on  receiving  the  Irthlng  from  the  eaftf 
io  turns  ffiort  to  Garlifle,  below  which, 
after  being  joined  by  the  Petterel  and  other 
tfvulets,  it  emptiei  into  Solway-frith.  This 
river^  as1  well  as  others  in  the  county,  is 
'plentifully  ftored  whhfalmon. 


■  •  1 1  • .-  ■ 


■  ■  •  •  1  j 


The 


\ 


The  Dftwtnt,  rifingin-Botrbwdak,  fib*'* 
firft  through  the  lake  to  which  te  gives 
name,  and  then  through  that  of  Bqfing* 
thwaiie*  whence  it'tutas  to  Cockef mouth* 
and  enters  the  fea  near  Workington. 

We  fhall  now  trace  the  fea  coaft,  begin- 
ing  from  its  fouthern  point* 

Ravenglafs  firft  offers  its  fmall  porfy  fitu* 

> 

ated  tin a  creek : 

Then,  after i  paffing  the  dibuths  of  two 
or  three  rivulets,  fuccceds  St.  Bees-hedd,  t 
promontory  noted  for  the  refort  of  fea  fowl; 
Its  fmall  town  is  diftinguifhed  by  a  fcmi* 
nary  of  learning,  much  frequented  by  the 
youth  of  the  furrounding  country. 

A  little  beyond,  on  a  fmall  bay,  is 
Whitehaven,  a  laf ge  handfomc  towii,  and  a 
port  of  very  confiderabie  commerce,  though 
entirely  of  modern  date.  Its  great  fouxcc 
of  traffic  is  in  the  collieries  fituated  in  its 

C  4  vicinity, 
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vicihity,  which  are  £bme  of  the  largeft  and 
mod1  remarkable  in  the  kingdom,  -  being 
wrought  to  fome  diftance  under  the  bed 
of  the  fea.  Much  of  the  coal  is  exported 
to  Ireland  and  other  parts.  •  The  town  has 
a}fo  a  trade  to  the  Weft  Indies. 

»  *  ■  .       » 

■  **•  :  •   .    .  *-•»■.*■, 

Somewhat  further  north  is  Worhingtonj  a 
port  from  whence  a  large  quantity  of  coal 
is  exported.  This  was  the  landing-place 
of  the  unfortunate  Mary  Queen  of  Scots, 
when  (he  was  driven  to  take  refuge  in  the 
dominions  of  her  infidious  rival,  Elizabeth. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  Workington  is.  a 
large  iron  foundry ;  and  at  fome  diftance 
up  the  river,  at  the  conflux  of  the  Cocker 
with; the  Derwent,  is  Cockermouth,:  a  popu- 
lous town,  thriving  by  its  manufactories  of 
(halloons,  worfted  ftockings,  and  hats. 

r 

.'  -Further  along  the  coaft  lies  Maryport>  a 
new. town  raifed  by  the  coal  trade,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  little  river  Eln. 


*  * »  •  i     .■  » 
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The  coaft  is  at  length  -terminated  by  the 
inlet  of  Mbrieawbty  at  the  entrance  of  $ol- 
way-frith.  At  Burgb-upon-favds,  on  thU  Utr. 
ter  arrti  of  the  fea,  died, -ior$$9fr  the  gre« 
and  vi&oribiis  king  Edward  I.  as  he  was 
preparing  for  an  expedition  againft  Scot* 
land*  '*...: 

■  ■  ■  j  • 

Garlijle*  the  captial  of  the  county,  is  aa 
ancient  city,  walled  round,  and  very  plea- 
fantly  fituated  above  a  rich  traft  of  mea- 
dows bordering  the  Eden  and  two  other 
rivers  which  here  join  it.  It  has  a  confi- 
derable  manufactory  of  printed  linens  and 
checks,  and  is  alfo  noted  for  the  making 
of  whips  and  fifh-hooks.  Its  fortifications, 
infignificant  as  they  are,  caufed  it  to  be 
the  fubjeft  of  two  trifling  fieges  in  the  laft 
civil  war  which  infefted  this  country,  the 
rebellion  of  1 745. 

Beyond  Carlifle,  near  the  river  Efk,  on 
the  Scotch  border,  is  Solway-mofs,  a  large 
black   morafs,  which,  in  the  year  1771, 

being 


% 
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being  fwoln  by  rains,  btfrft  through  the 
Jhell  of  turf  which  covers  it>  and  fprcad 
an  inky  half-fluid  deluge  aver  four  hundred 
acres  of  cultivated  land  in  the  neighbour- 
ing valley,  which  it  entirely  filled  tipw 

Penrith,  an  inland  town  on  the  borders 
of  Weftmoreland,  is  a  great  thorough- 
fare, and  a  market  town  of  tome  confe- 
quence.  A  caftle  and  feveral  remains  of 
antiquity  are  feen  in  its  neighbourhood. 


DURHAM. 


/ 


< 
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This  county  has  ufually  been  termed  the 
Bijhoprick,  on  account  of  the  great  powers 
formerly  poffefled  by  the  bi(hop  of  the 
diocete,  who  was  faid  to  have  all  the  au- 
thority in  Durham  that  the  ki#g  cxercifed 
elfewheire.  Thefe  privileges,  though  much 
abridged,  are  ftiH  confiderable,  the  bilhop 

ft  * 

a&ing  as  lord-lieutenant  of  the  county,  and 
having  the  appointment  of  the  high  fhertfF. 

Durham  h  of  a  triangular  figure?;  its 
eaftern  or  ffiorteft  fide  compofed  of  fea-coaft, 
and  the  two  others  running  obliquely  inland, 
till  they  meet  in  a  point  on  the  confine? 
of  Cumberland.  North timbedand  lies  to 
die  north  of  it,  feparated  in  part  by  the 

rivers 
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rivers  Tyne  and  Derwent  i  Cumberland, 
to  the  weft,  feparated  by  barren  hills  and 
moors;  and  all  its'  fouthern  boundary  is 
formed  by  the  Tees,  by  which  it  is  parted 
from  York'fhire.  It's  grea'teft  length  is  about 
thirty-feven  miles,  and  its  extreme  breadth 
above  fifty. 

The  internal  or  weftern  angle  of  this 
county  is  in  general  a  mountainous,  naked, 
and  barren  region,  being  croffed  by  that 
ridge  of.  hills  which  has  not  unaptly  been 
called  the  Appenines  of  England.  It  is,  how- 
ever, enriched  by  mines  of  lead  and  iron$ 
and  the  mineral  tradt  continues  along  the 
northern  fide  of  the  county,  till.it  termi- 
nates with  the  great  beds  of  coal  which  are 
found  between  the  lower  parts  of  the  Tyne 
and  Were.  Coals  are  alfo  met  with  on  the 
fouthern  fide.  The  eaflern  and  middle 
parts  of 'Durham  are  for  the  moft  part  fer-  j 
tile  and  agreeable,  varied  with  hill  and  dale, 
arable  and  pafturage.  It  abounds  in  cattle, 
numbers  of  which  are  fent  to  the  more 
fouthern  counties.  q^ 


.zz?w  ■trirw  a' ft; '  -■  45 

y  *  Of  >  its-  mvers,  >the  iDenbenl  may  firft  be 
mentioned>'Which  >  rifing  *rear  the  wild  bor* 
ders  of  Northumberland,  makes  the  boun- 
d^:  tf vcfae<im"cmiAtie$'ifor feme  (pace ; 
then,  i cuttffing  #4*)rner  of  Durham,  makes 
its  waf  ihrough.;a  beautifally  ;romatitic  trad 
to  thcTyne,  ^whkh^it  jbiris  a  little  above 
Newcastle*:  On«and  near  its  banks  towards 
its  tetmiB&tioriare  fome  capital  iton  works, 
where  the  ^ore^is*  {melted^  ind  .the  metal 

m 

caft  and.wrbught  into" various  inaffy  articles 

*  •    •  .■  -**..-«•»«      e,       n,  ?  .        /  -•  » 

,      4  *  •  ImOi!;,1!   I      «4        C     -1  J  i     >  «  •    -  •  iH«i      .!»«'(  „      *  >      ->'       i^    . 

:  Through -Jthfe  midft  of  :thfc  county  winds 
,a  beautiful  fiver*  the  IVerts  which  rifes  juft 
in  the  wsfoenv  arigle>  and « receiving  mime* 
rous .  tributary  uiils  from  -  the  mountains; 
takes  its  courfe^  along  a  fine  valley,  by  thfe 
fcity  6f  Durham/  ta*he-  feat  bek>W  Sunder- 

InnH    '        i."'i  i    I      ......  .  .    m    t  '       '       •       f  f 

.  i  » 

*:■■■:  1  •  ■    •  -  i  "J    . ■ »    * i     •    •  i    'n   .'.■  -       ■  •      '- 

The  fees  iifes  y  ery  near  the  foutce  cf 
the  Were,  and  runs  a  winding  eourfe,  of 
about  equal  lehgth,  to  the  fea,  tf  hlch  it  en- 
ters witK  i  abroad  mouth  %fclbw' Stock tohf. 
:~     i.  By 
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By  its  means  the  lead  and  corn  of  tJhc  cotistty 
find  a  conveyance  for  expbrtatioa. 

V  » 

The  ancient  city  of  Durham,  the  capital. 
of  the  county,  and  the  feat  xrf.  the  richly 
beneficed  clergy  of  its  fee,  is  a  eorifiderahle 
place,  irregularly  built  on  a  beautiful  wind-* 
ing  of  the  Were,  whofe  banks  are  covered 
with  woods,,  and  edged  with  lofty  crags. 
The  cathedral  is  a  large  and  magnificent 
edifice;  the  buildings  of  th^  city  in  gene- 
ral old.  Durham  poffefles  a  manufactory 
of  (balloons,  tammies,  and.  calamancoes: 
around  it  are  grown  large  quantities  of  the 
beft  muftard,  which  yields  very  profitable 
crops,  Nevil's-Crofiy  near  this  city,  was 
eredted  in  memory  of  a  great  viftory  obtain? 
ed  under  tfoe  aufpices  of  Philippa,  queen  of 
Edward  III.  in  1346,  over  David  Brueei 
king  of  Scotland,  who  was  taken  prifoner 
in  the  a£U$tf *  with  many  of  his  nobles. 

...     t      1 

~t 

Ten*  miles  above  Pgrhflu,  gjv  a  ihiglj, 
binding  bank  of  the  Were,  is  BiJhop-aukland% 

a  neat 
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ii  neat  market  town,  diftrnguifli^d  by  the 
magnificent  iummcr^pakee^  and  beautiful 
park  of  die  Bifhop. 


V  '  ' 


At  the  mouth. of  the  f.T<yoe j  ;on  the .  Dur* 
ham-  fide,/  Ues'the  vconfiderarbte  and  popu- 
lous village  of  South-Shields,  which  parti- 
cipates in  the  trade  of  Newcaftle,  many  of 
the  largeft  coiHers  takiirgili  their  ladihg  at 
it*  1  Many  ihips  are.  boilt  ad  this  place, 
and  belong  tb  it.  T&erc  arc'  alfo  here  fait* 
works  (howl  declined  utfoufineiV)  and  glafs* 
haufes»j  ;..,.,.  ,  ■.  .;:  r-.-r.fi  ";.^     ..   /.  ~  .• 

t  * 

'  »  1    :      i-  »  ^  '  . '     ■  ■     1  •    '/{  "' 

.Proceeding  akmg  the  ;;poaft,  Sunderland 
fucceeds^  a  large  rod  thriving  town,  which, 
for  the  exportation  of  fcoals,  h  ntx.1  in  corf- 
fequence,  on  this  fide  of  the  kingdom,  to 
Newcaftlerr  dts.  port,"  on  the'  mouth  of  the 
Were,  though  improved  from  its  former 
ftateT  will  not-  admit  the  largfeft  (hips  2  but 
veffels  cam  geewwto  fei  froth  htece  much 
more  readily  thaa  frdni  the  Tyne.  The 
coals .  ate  .»  brbgghr  down  the  >  Were  frotfi 
6  numerous 
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numerous  pits; near- its  banks^i'Thcre-.arc 
feveral  glafs-houfes  qt  Sundetflatid^and  it 
alfo  exports  grindftonesand  other  articles. 
Bijhop's  Weremouth,  almoft  adjoining  to  it," 
has  a  manufadoiy  of  fail  cloth;  *  "The 
whole  circumjacent. :  country  is:  very  :popui 
Jons*  ..     ■  .      ..:■'■•       , .' 


>  i 


The  icoaft*  ioutfcwards  £tom  "■  hefice  i& 
rocky,  and  broken  into  deep  cavort^  The 
next  port  is  Hartlepool^  fituated1upoii  a  litrle 
hook  of :land,  forming  within  si  fafe 'harbour; 
the  refuge  of  fhips  in  ftorms  and  contrary 
winds.  Its  own  trade  is  not  confiderable, 
chiefly  con/ifting  of r the  fifhery,  and .the Ex- 
port of  lime, ;.o£  which  gre#£  .qualities  arc 
-burnt  at  the  bapk  of  thet  town*   . 

C       •  »  •    ■  '  ■     •  1       .     •      .'        .1  \  »  ■  .  •  ■      t    !       J  •     I  t 

/The  ;Tees:  has;  not  port  at  its  mouth ;  but 
Mfome.  diftani^e  up.  the  r  river  is  Stockton*  a 
handfome  flouriihing  town,  ..which'  has  a 
.large  mswu factory  *>£  fail-cloth^  « Gpods  arc 
imported  h^r^riforrthe  furtoandirrg  comk- 
S ry  s  aqtf  the  lead, and  corny dfast  -down  the 


» 


■jriver 


river  from  the  interior  parts,  are  exported 
by  commiffion. 

Darlington,  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the 
county,  has  long  been  noted  for  the  manu- 
facture t>f  the  tablfe  and  napkin  linen  called 
huckabacks.  It  is  partly,  made  from  Eng- 
lilh  flax  from  the  fouth  of  Yorkfhire,  and 
partly  from  foreign,  imported  at  Stockton. 
Moft  of  it  goes  to  Lotidon  by  fea.  This 
town  has  alfo  a  thriving  manufactory  of 
woollen  fluffs,  or  camlets,  made  chiefly 
from  the  wool  of  the  neighbourhood :  thefe 
are  likewife  principally  fent  to  London. 
Some  fmall  wares  of  the  Manchefter  kind 
are  alfo  made  here ;  and  there  is  a  confider- 
able  trade  in  dreffihg  leather.  A  curious 
water  machine  for  grinding  optical  glafies, 
and  for  fpinning  linen  yarn,  has  lately  beeii 
ere&ed  here,  the  invention  of  a  native  of 
the  town. 

fin  r       — 
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YORKSHIRE, 


This  county,  double  in  fize  to  any  other 
in  England,  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Durham  and  Weftmoreland;  on  the  eaft 
by  the  German  Ocean;  on  the  weft  by 
Weftmoreland  and  Lancalhire ;  and  on  the 
fbuth  by  the  counties  of  Chcfter,  Derby, 
Nottingham,  and  Lincoln.  Its  mod  re- 
markable natural  inland  boundaries  are, 
the  river  Tees  to  the  north,  the  ridge  of 
hills  called  the  Englifh  Apennines  to  the 
weft,  and  the  arm  of  the  fea  named  the 
Humber  to  the  fouth-eaft.  The  length  of 
this  county  is  above  eighty  miles,  and  its 
breadth  an  hundred.  From  its  great  extent 
it  has  been  diftributed  into  three  main  di- 
7  vifions, 
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yifions,  called  Ridings*  Of  thcfe  the  North 
Riding  comprehends  the  whole  northern 
part  from  fide  to  fide,  defcending  to  the 
capital  in  die  centre :  the  Eaft  Biding  takes 
the  fouth-eaftern  part,  from  the  river  Oufc 
to  the  fea;  and  the  Weft  Riding  comprifes 
mil  the  reft  of  the  county,  which  is  not  only 
the  weftern,  but  moft  of  the  fbuthern  pare 

Yorkfhire,  in  this  wide  compafs,  con- 
tains an  abftrad  of  the  whole  kingdom 
with  refpeft  to  foil,  produ&s,  and  face  of 
country.  Towards  the  north-weft  and 
weft  it  poffeffes  all  the  grandeur  and  ro- 
mantic variety  of  the  mountainous  regions. 
The  middle  part,  from  north  to  fouth,  is 
equal  in  fertility  to  moft  tra&s  of  land  in 
£ogjland*  Parfeof  the  fouth  and  fouch-eaft 
isjrrarfhy,  andltfbrds  excellent  pafturage 
Bpv  cattle.  Much  flax  is  grown  in  parts  of 
this  diftrid.  The  fca-coaft,  except  the 
fbuthern  part  of  it,  is  in  general  naked  and 
dreary*  confiding  of  wide  extended  moors 
and  barren  httts> 

D  2  This 
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This  county  is  extremely  well  watered** 
and  its  rivers  are  difpofed  in  a  Angularly 
beautiful  manner.  They  rife,  ■  in  general* 
in  the  mountainous  fkirts  t)f  the  county  j 
from  the  north-ea-ft  round  to  the  fouth- 
weft ;  and,  uniting  as  they  proceed  towards 
its  centre,  like  the  veins  of  a  fpreading 
leaf,  at  length  terminate  in  one  main  trunk* 
which  iflues  in  the  Humber.  Of  thefe  the 
principal,  and  that  which  alone  preferves 
its  name  to  the  Humber,  is  the  Norther* 
Oufe.  The  parents  of  this  river  are  the 
lire  and  Swale,  riling  near  each  other  in  the 
romantic  borders  of  Weft moreland.  Thefe, 
after  collecting  all  the  rills  from  this  moun- 
tainous region,  unite  at  Aldborough,  and 
from  thence  take  the  name  of  the  OufQ 
which  now  forms .  a  large  river.  It  flows 
through  York,  where  it<?s  navigable  for 
confiderable  veffels*  and  afterwards  re- 
ceives the  Wloarf,  coming  down  from  the 
north-weft :  then  the  Derwent,  loaded  with 
all  the  ftreams  from  the.  north-eaft;  and* 
laftly,  the  Aire,  formed  by  the  united  Aire 

and 
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and  Colder  from  the  weft,  and  joined  near 
its  termination  in  the  Oufe  by  the  Bun  and 
its  tributary  ftreams,  from  the  fouth-weft. 
By  this  difpofition',  as  far  as  thefe  rivers 
can  be  made  navigable,  all  the  parts  of 
this  extehfive  county  enjoy  an  intercourfe 
with  each  other,  and  with  the  fea. 

In  defcribing  the  objedts  chiefly  worthy 
of  notice  in  this  county,  I  (hall  begin  by 
tracing  the  fea-coaft* 

• 

From,  the  mouth  of  the  Tees  the  York- 
shire coaft  commences  high  and  rude,  in- 
terfperfed  with  many  fifliing  villages,  An- 
gularly placed  like  nefts  upon  the  ledges 
of*,  the  rocks.  No  coaft  in  England 
abounds  more  in  fi(h  of  various  kinds  than 
this;  and  it  breeds  an  induftrious  and 
hardy  race  of  fifhermen,  who  purfue  their 
prey  to  great  diftances,  and  fupply  the  in- 
land country  for  a  large  extent.  The  dif- 
tridt  of  Cleveland^  inland  from  this  part  of 
the  coaft,  is  a  fertile,  though  mountainous, 

D  3  country, 
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country,   and  breeds  great   numbers  of 

cattle. 

Whitby j  the  fartheft  port  in  this  county 
to  the  north,  is  a  confiderable  town,  which 
has  a  great  traffic  in  the  building  of  (hips, 
and  the  carrying  bufinefs.  Its  harbour  is 
the  heft  on  this  coaft,  and  is  protected  by 
a  fine  pier ;  but  it  has  no  river-commu- 
nication with  the  inland  country.  Several 
(hips  are  fent  from  hence  to  the  Greenland 
fifhery.  This  place  had  the  honour  of 
initiating  in  his  profeffion  the  greateft 
navigator  that  the  world  ever  fa  w  — the 
late  much-lamented  Captain  Cook. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Whitby  are 

Jarge  works,  in  which  alum  is  procured 

from  a  kind  of  flate.    There  is  one  of 

thefe  works  alfo  at  Gut/borough  in  Clevc«- 
land, 

Robinhootfs  bay>  noted  for  fUhing,  fuc- 
ceedsj  and  next  Scarborough,  a  large  town, 

built 


•  > 
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built  on  a  rocky  eminence,  well  known  at 
a  place  for  fea  bathing.  It  pofiefles  a  con- 
siderable Shipping  trade,  and  is  much  en- 
gaged in  the  fisheries. 

A  remarkable  promontory,  called  Fku*- 
borough^btadj  is  the  next  diftinguifhed  ob- 
ject, whofe  lofty  fnow-whitc  cliffs  are  fecn 
far  out  at  fea,  and  ferve  for  a  dire&ion  to 
lhips«  Its  rocks  ate  occupied  by  number* 
l$fs  multitudes  of  fea  fowl  of  various  kinds, 
which  fill  the  air  and  ocean  all  around. 
Immediately  beyond  the  Head  begins 
Bridlington  or  Burlington  bay,  a  place  of  re- 
fuge for  the  coafting  veffels.  It  has  a 
village  called  Burlington  quay%  where  (hips 
load  and  unload.  This  place  is  much  fre- 
quented for  fea  bathing.  From  hence  the 
coaft  runs  unvaried  to  the.  Spurnhead,  a 
long  fickle-lhaped  promontory,  guarding 
the  mouth  of  the  Humber. 

Turning  up  this  large  arm  of  the  fea, 
we  come  to  the  great  port  of  Hull,  or  King- 

D  4  fion 


56  ENGLAND.  DELINEATED. 

fion  upon  Hull,  the  rivulet  upon  which  it 
is  fituated.  This;  is  a  fortified  town,  and 
was  the  firfl:  that  fhut  its  gates  againffc 
Charles  I.  but  its  fortifications  are  how  in- 
confiderable,  while  its  commerce  has  gone 
on  increafing,  fo  as  to  render  it  probably 
the  fourth  port  for  bufinefs  in  the  kingdom. 
Its  fituation  is  extremely  advantageous;  for, 
bcfides  its  communication  with  the  York- 
ihire  rivers,  and  canals,  it  has  alfo  accefs, 
by  means  of  the  Humber,  to  the  Trent-and 
all  its  branches  and  communications :  hence 
it  has  the  import  and  export  trade  of  many 
of  the  northern  and  midland  counties.  The 
foreign  trade  is  chiefly  to  the  Baltic ;  but 
it  has  alfo  regular  traffic  with  the  fouthern 
parts  of  Europe  gnd  with  America.  More 
fhips  are, fen t  from  hence  to  Greenland  thaa 
from  any  other  port,  that  of  London  ex? 
cepted.  The  coafting  trade,'  for  coals,  corn, 
wool,  manufactured  goods,  &c.  is  very  ea> 
tenfive.  The  harbour  of  Hull  is  artificial, 
p.ohfifting  of  a  dock,  faid  to  be  the  l#rgeft 
in  the  kingdom,  with  which  the  river  com- 
municates. 
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jnunicates.     The  conftru&ion  of  a  neqr 
dock  is  now  in  contemplation, 

The  country  to  the  north  and  eaft  of 
Hull,  called.  Holdernefs,  has  a  very  rich 
foil,  and  is  remarkable  for  its  large  breeds 
of  horned  cattle  and  horfes.  The  town  of 
Beverley y  in  this  diftridt,  is  a  neat  well-built 
place,  poflefied  of  a  fine  ancient  minftef. 

» 

The  city  of  York  has  always  been  con-? 
fidered  as  the  capital  of  the  north,  and,  in 
point  of  rank,  as  the  fecond  in  the  kingr 
dom;  and,  though  it  is  now  left  behind 
in  wealth  and  populoufnefs  by  many  of  the 
newer  trading  towns,  it  ftill  fupports  a  con- 
fiderablc  degree  of  confequence,  and  is  in-: 
habited  by  many  genteel  families.  Its 
minfter  is  reckoned  the  mod  elegant  and 
magnificent  gothic  fltudure  in  the  king- 
dom, Lincoln  perhaps  excepted.  From 
its  top  is  feen  a  vaft  extent  of  country, 
particularly  the  open  Wolds  to  the  eaft, 
flrctching  almoft  to  the  fea.     The  races  at 

York 


58  ENGLAND    DELINEATED. 

York  have  been  much  frequented  as  well 
•as  thofe  at  Doncafter  and  other  places  in 
this  county,  which  is  celebrated  for  its  fine 
breeds  of  horfes  of  the  race  and  hunting 
kinds,  as  well  as  for  the  knowledge  of 
the  inhabitants  in  all  the  arts  of  jockey* 
(hip. 

Afcending  (the  Qufe,  to  the  Ure,  we 
come  to  Rippon,  which  bad  once  a  manu- 
factory of  hardware,  now  almoft  e*tin&. 
It  is  chiefly  remarkable  at  prefent  for  its 
market  of  corn  and  butter*  Rippon  has 
an  ancient  minfter. 

The  fpurces  of  the  Ure  and  the  Swale 
are  in  the  diftrift  called  RkhmoniJlnrc9 
formerly  a  county  of  itfelf;  a  region 
abounding  in  romantic  fituatipns,  and  noted 
for  the  neatnefs  and  induftry  of  its  inhabit- 
ants, who  manufacture  knit  {lockings  and 
other  coarfe  goods.  Many  lead  mines  are 
wrought  in'thefe  parts. , 
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Southward  from  hence  lies  the  wide  dif* 
tridt  of  Craven,  an  open  and  hilly  country ,. 
famous  for  breeding  and  feeding  great 
numbers  of  cattle.  Two  of  the  highcft 
hills  in  England,  Ingkborougb  and  Wher*» 
fide,  are  in  this  tra&.  The  country  about 
Settle  is  noted,  among  bptanifts,  for  the 
variety  of  qurious  and  uncommon  plants 
among  its  rocky  fears. 

The  weftem  fide  of  Craven  abounds  with 
limeftone,  which  is  not  to  be  found  fouth- 
wards  between  this  diftrid:  and  feveral  miles 
within  Perbyflrire.  A  ftripe  of  limeftone, 
about  five  or  fix  miles  broad,  traverfes 
Yorkshire  from  north  to  fouth,  leaving  the 
high  barren  moors  of  Black  Hamilton  to  the 
caft,  and  Knarcfborough  foreft  to  the  weft, 
paffing  on  theweftern  fide  ofTadcafter, 
and  after  leaving  Doncafter  two  or  three 
miles  on  the  eaft,  proceeding  onward  into 
Nottinghamshire.  Botanifts  know  when 
they  are  within  a  mile  of  this  ftripe  by 
(everal  plants  not  found  on  grit-ftone. 

Eaft 
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•  Eaft  of  Craven  lies  that  fterile  trad, 
now  indeed  moftly  enclofed,  called  Knaref- 
borough  foreft.  Its  inhabitants  are  chiefly 
employed  in  manufacturing  coarfe  linen 
cloths,  fueh  as  huckabacks  and  (heeting^ 
which  they  carry  to  Knarefborough  markets 
This  town  has  fine  remains  of  an  ancient 
caftle,  which,  with  the  Foreft,  are  part  of 
the  eftates  of  the  Dutchy  of  Lancafter* 
There  are  feveral  very  peculiar  cuftoms 
among  the  laws  of  the  Foreft. 

Below  Craven  commences  the  clothing 
country,  the  great  fcene  of  the  induftry, 
wealth,  and  populoufnefs,  of  the  Weft 
Riding.  The  manufafture  of  woollen 
cloths  and  fluffs,  of  late  years  greatly  in- 
creafed,  extends  over  a  traft,.  of  which 
Leeds,  Bradford,  Halifax,  and  Wakefield, 
are  the  principal  centres.  The  rivers  Aire 
and  Calder,  flowing  through  the  midft  of 
it,  give  fruitfulnefs  to  the  country,  and 
facility  to  the  tranfport  of  manufactures 
and  raw  materials.     The  Aire  is  navigable 

fron* 
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from  Leeds;  and  there  is  a  canal  frofn  this 
town  to  Holmbridge  beyond  Skiptop, 
which  was  meant  to  extend  to  the  diftant 
port  of  Liverpool.  With  this,.  Bradford 
has  a  communicating,  branch.  From 
Wakefield'  "the"  Calder  is,ma4e  navigable 
to  Sowerby,  above  Halifax.:  The  plenty 
of  fuel  in  thiscoiintry,  the  incroduftion  of 

machines  to  (horten  labour,   and  the  iij- 

........        v     •  •  ■         .  •    ■  * 

duftry  and   ibbriety'  of   the    inhabitants, 

greatly  promoted  by  the  excellent  mode 

in  which  'the  manufa&ure  is  carried  on, 

which  is  by  fmall  makers  in  the  little  towns 

and  villages,  who  take  their  goods  to  the 

larger  markets—  all   thefe  circumftances 

have   caufed  trade    to    flourifti   herft,"  at 

the  expenfe  of  the  weftern  '  pairts  of  thfe 

kingdom.  \ 

■ .   #  ••-'■• 

Leeds,  fituatfcd  in  a  vfcte,'  which  traiK 
has  rendered  one  of  the  moft  populous 
fpots-in  England,  is  the  principal  of  the 
clothing    townfe.      The    poet  Dyer    ha5 

given 
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given  a  (biking  view  of  the  profpedt   it 
affords: 

Wide  around 
Hillock  and  valley,  farm  and  village,  finilc: 
And  ruddy  roofs  and  chimney  tops  appear 
Of  bufy  Leeds,  up-wafting  to  the  clouds 
The  incenfe  of  thankfgiving :  all  is  joy; 
And  trade  and  bus'neis  guide  the  living  ftiene  % 
Roll  the  full  cars;  adown  the  winding  Aire 
Load  the  flow-failing  barges ;  pile  the  pack 
On  the  long  trinkling  train  of  flow-pac'd  Heeds, 

Fleece  lit. 

JLceds  is  particularly  the  mart  for  the 
coloured  and  white  broad  cloths,  of  which 
vaft  quantities  are  fold  in  its  cloth-halla. 
That  called  the  mixed  cloth  hall  is  a  build- 
ing  of  amazing  extent,  in  which  the  cloth 
is  placed  on  benches  for  fale  every  market 
day ;  and  the  whole  btifinefs  is  tranfo&ed 
within  the  fpace  of"  an  hour,  without  the 
leaft  confufion.  The  white  cloth  hall  is  a 
fimilar  building.    The  manufactures  that 

fupply 
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lupply  thefe  two  halls  extend  about  tea 
miles  to  the  foutb,  fifteen  to  the  fouth~ 
weft,  and  eight  to  the  north  and  weft;  the 
mixed  cloths  being  moftly  made  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  river  Aire,  and  the 
white  cloths  in  that  of  the  Calder.  Leeds 
has  a  manufa&ory  of  coarfe  camlets,  but 
declined ;  and  a  flourishing  one  of  carpets, 
refembling  both  the  Wiltfhire  and  Scotch. 
Here  is  alfo  carried  on  a  large  wholefalc 
trade  in  tobacco,  for  the  cutting  of  which 
fome  mills  have  been  ereded.  There  is  a 
great  pottery  in,  and  another  fome  miles 
from,  the  town,  whence  confiderable  quan- 
tities of  earthen  ware  are  exported  to  Scot- 
land, Ireland,  the  Baltic  and  Mediterranean. 
Within  three  miles  of  the  town  are  numer- 
ous collieries,  which  fupply  not  only  Leeds, 
but  various  other  places. 

Halifax j  fituated  in  a  hilly  county ?  of 
rather  difficult  accefi,  but  full  of  people, 
is  the  grtat  market  for' fluffs,  fuch  as 
fhal loons,   calamancos,  .evetteftings>   fee* 

It 
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It  has  alfo  a  very  large  market-houfe* 
called  the  new  piece  hall,  as  well  as  various 
others  for  particular  goods.  The  ftuff 
manufactory  is  carried  on  fifteen  or  fixteen 
miles  to  the  weft  and  north-weft.  To  the 
fouth-weft  as  far  as  Blackftonedge  are  the 
makers  -of  kerfeys,  fome  of  whom  diredfcly 
export  their  own  goods  to  Germany  to  a 
large  amount.  - 

Bradford  deals  in  fimilar  commodities 
to  thofe  of  Halifax,  made  in  its  neigh* 
bourhood. 

Wakefield,  a  handfome  town  on  .the 
Calder,  trades  in  white  cloths,  and  tam- 
mies. It  is  inhabited  by  feveral  gentlemen 
of  fortune,  and  opulent  merchants* 

•         •  »  ■ 

Keighky  has  a  manufadtory  of  figured 
everlaftings,  fliallboris,  &c.  and  broad 
cloths.  This  town  h  the  northern  boun- 
dary of  the  makers*  of  goods  for  Halifax 
market.    The  fame  goods  are  made  on 

5  the 
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the  banks  of  the  Calmer  above  Sowerby. 
The  frugality  and  induftry  of  thefe  people 
enable  them  to  underfeli  all  their  rivals  in 
foreign  markets* 

Huddersfield,  a  town  rifen  up  in  this 
century,  fituated  amidft  barren  moors,  is 
the  mart  for  narrow  cloths,  called  plains. 
This  manufa&ure  extends  ten  miles  to  the 
fouth,  where  the  coarfeft  cloths  are  made, 
which  are  exported  to  the  Mediterranean. 
On  the  fouth- weft  it  extends  to  Saddleworth, 
where  the  fineft  narrow  cloths  are  made, 
fQme  of  whi^h  are  dire&ly  exported  by  the 
makers  to  Ireland.  It  is  to  be  obferved 
jhat  the  merchants  of  all  thefe  towns  attend 
all  the  feveral  markets,  dealing  in  the  ma- 
nufactures of  the  other  diftridts,  as  well  as 
in  thofe^which  they  inhabit. 

*  i 

The  Yorkfhire  woollens,  befides  home 
confumption,  are  exported  in  large  quan- 
tities to  Holland,  Germany,  Ruffia,  Spain, 
and   Italy.      The    manufacturers    receive 

E  their 
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their  wool  from  various  parts ;  fome  from 
Spain,  for  the  fineft  cloths :  alfo  from  the 
fouthern  parts  of  England,  Shroplhire,  and 
Norfolk.  The  worded  fluffs  are  chiefly 
made  of  the  long  Lincolnfhire  and  Leicef- 
terfhire  wooL 

Near  the  banks  of  the  Aire  is  PontefraRj 
or  Pomfret,  fituated  in  a  very  rich  foil,  and 
noted  for  its  nurfery-grounds  and  large 
plantations  of  liquorice.  Its  caftle  has 
been  the  fcene  of  various  tragica^  events 
in  Englifli  hiftory,  particularly  the  murder 
of  the  unfortunate  king  Richard  II.  after 
his  deposition. 

In  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  county 
(lands  Sheffield,  a,  very  populous  town,  long 
celebrated  for  its  various  hardware  manu- 
factories. Thefe  are  in  an  increafing  ftate, 
and  particularly  confift  of  cutlery  wares, 
plated  goods,  and  buttons.  By  means  of 
the  river  Dun,  which  is  navigable  within 
two  or  three  miles  of  the  town,  it  receives 

iron 
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iron  from  Hull,  and  conveys  thither  its 
manufa&ures  for  exportation  to  America 
and  the  Weft  Indies,  as  well  as  various 
parts  of  Europe.  Its  neighbourhood,  as 
well  as  all  this  part  of  the  county,  abounds 
with  coals.  There  are  alfo  at  Sheffield 
lead-works  and  a  filk-mill.  The  Sheffield 
manufactures  extend  fcveral  miles  over  the 
country. 

At  Rotheram,  on  the  Dun,  is  a  large  iron 
fmelting  work  and  foundry,  alfo  mills  for 
the  rolling  of  iron  into  Iheets,  and  for 
making  plates  for  tinning.  Thefe  works 
have  the  advantage  of  water-conveyance  to 
and  from  Hull.  Coal  and  iron  ore  are  pro>- 
curcd  near  the  town.  Much  lime  is  alfo 
burnt  hfcre;  ajid  a  pottery  is  eftabliflied. 

Harrowgate,  near  Knarefborough,  is  cele- 
brated for  its  fulphureous  mineral  water, 
ufed  internally  and  externally  in  fcorbutic 
diforders. 

E  2  Yorkfhire, 
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Yorkfhire,  from  the  ancient  coiifequeneo 
of  its  capital,  and  from  its  fituation  to- 
wards Scotland,  has  been  diftingui{hed  by 
many  important  tranfa&ioiis  in  the  Engtilh 
hiftory. 

At  North  Allerton  was  fought,  in  1 137, 
the  batik  of  the  Jlandardy  in  which  David 
king  of  Scotland,  who  had  laid  wifte  the 
whole  country,  was  defeated  with  groat 
Slaughter. 

In  1460  Richard  duke  of  York  was  de« 
featedand  flain  by  the  Lancaftrians  near 
Wakefield :  but,  in  the  enfuing  year,  this 
defeat  was  revenged  by  his  ton*  afterwards 
Edward IV.  who,  at  Towton,  near  Shirbuni> 
gained  a  complete  vidtory,  in  which  thirty- 
five  thoufand  men  are  faid  to  have  fallen 
on  both  fides.  The  whole  number  in 
the  field  was  one  hundred  thoufand,  the 
greateft  ever  engaged  in  thefe  deftrudlive 
wars^ 


In 


In  the  year  1 644  the  parliament  army 
gave  a  fignal  defeat  to  the  royalifts  at 
Marfton-moor,  near  'York,  which  was  the 
commencement  of  the  king's  ill  fuccefs, 
and  of  Cromwell's  great  influence  and 
reputation. 
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This  county  is  enclofed  between  tfaofe 
of  Cumberland,  York,  and  Lancafter;  the 
firfl  bounding  it  on  the  north  and  north- 
weft;  the  fecond  on  the  eaft;  and  the  laft 
on  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft.  It  has  the 
natural  boundaries  of  lakes,  dreams,  and 
mountains,  almoft  every  where  except  to 
the  fouth,  where  it  finks  undiftinguiftiably 
into  Lancafhire.  From  the  fea  it  is  exclud- 
ed by  the  detached  part  of  Lancafhire; 
and  only  j  uft  touches  upon  the  bottom  of 
that  wide  fandy  wafh  which  feparates  the 
two  parts  of  that  county.  Its  Ihape  is  irre- 
gularly angular,  fomewhat  refembling  that 
of  a  vine-leaf.  Its  fize  is  lefs  than  of  the 
other  northern  counties;  yet,  in  its  greateft 

length 


WESTMORELAND.    .  Jl 

length  and  breadth,  it  meafures  about  forty 
miles. 

The  name  of  this  county  is  defcriptive  of 
its  nature.  It  is  the  weft  moor-land  $  a  region 
of  lofty  mountains,  naked  hills,  and  black 
barren  moors,  which  here,  as  well  as  in 
Cumberland,  are  alfo  called  fells.  The  val- 
lies  in  which  the  rivers  run  are  tolerably 
fertile;  and  in  the  ribrth-eaftern  quarter 
there  is  a  coniiderable  tradt  of  cultivated 
plain.  The  reft  of  the  county  affords  only 
narrow  dells  and  glens  of  fertility  amidft  the 
dreary  hills  and  extended  waftes.  Neither 
are  its  mineral  treafures  confiderable.  It 
wants  coals ;  and  the  metallic  ores  it  con- 
tains either  lie  fo  deep,  or  are  fo  remotely 
fituated,  as  not  to  be  worth  working.  It 
abounds  in  Hate  of  the  fineft  quality,  large 
quantities  of  which  are  exported. 

The  moft  extenfive  lake  in  England, 
JVtnander  Mere,  lies  between  this  county  arid 
Lancashire.  It  is  remarkable,  as  well  for  its 

E  4  beauty, 
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beauty,  as  for  the  fine  char  it  produces  5  ft 
fifh  only  found  in  this  ifland  in  fome  lakes 
of  thefe  parts,  and  in  a  few  Welfh  lakes. 
North  of  this  are  ldfty  mountains  in  which 
eagles  breed,  communicating  with  thofe  in 
Cumberland  3  then  fucceeds  the  large  lake 
of  Ulles  water >  between  the  two  counties; 
to  the  fouth  of  which  lie  other  lakes,  in 
the  foreft  of  Martindale,  where  the  red 
deer  are  {till  found  in  a  wild  date.  Out  of 
Ulles-lake  flows  the  Eymot,  which,  in  its 
courfetojoin  the  Eden,  forms  the  boun- 
dary of  the  county  for  fome  fpace.  It  re- 
ceives the  Lowtber,  which  rifes  out  of  the 
lake  called  BroaA-waUr. 

The  Eden,  already  mentioned  as  the 
principal  river  of  Cumberland,  has  its 
fource  in  the  wildeft  part  of  this  county, 
on  the  borders  of  Yorkftiire;  and  in  its 
courfe  waflies  the  town  of  Appleby.  Other 
fireams  join  it  from  the  eaftern  angle  of 
Weftmoreland,  which  chiefly  confifts  of 
the  "  wintry  wafte"  of  Stanemore,  a  region 

of 
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of  mod  favage  afpeft,  which  has  been  de- 
fcribed  both  in  poetry  and  romance. 

Not  far  from  the  fource  of  the  Eden,  is 
that  of  the  Lon,  or  Lune,  a  beautiful  river, 
flowing  fouthwards  along  -the  borders  of 
Weftmoreland  and  Yorkihire,  by  Kirkby 
Lonfdale,  below  which  it  leaves  this  county 
for  Lancafhire. 

'Another  (bream,  whofe  whole  courfe  is 
in  this  county,  is  thd  Kan,  or  Ken,  .which 
flows  by  Kendal,  and  difcharges  itfelf  into 
the  fandy  wafh  of  Lancafhire.  It  has  a 
cataraft  near  its  mouth,  which  renders  it 
incapable  of  navigation ;  fo  that  the  village 
of  Milthrop,  fituated  on  a  little  creek  near 
the  Ken's  mouth,  is  the  only  port  of  this 
county;  nor  is  it  capable  of  receiving  more 
than  very  fmall  veffels.  From  hence  are 
exported  the  fine  Weftmoreland  dates  to 
Liverpool,  London,  Hull,  and  other  places. 

The  county  town  of  Appleby  is  an  in- 
confiderable  place,  though  fituated  in  the 

moft 
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mod  fertile  part  of  Weftmoreland.     It  has 
the  principal  corn  market  of  thefe  parts* 

The  only  commercial  town  of  the  coun- 
ty is  Kendal,  long  noted  for  its  woollen 
manufactories,  which  it  ftill  fupports  with 
vigour,  notwithftanding  its  difadVantage  of 
poffefling  no  water-carriage;  fuch  are  the 
effe&s  of  aftive  induftry  and  frugality. 
Large  quantities  of  wool  from  Leicefter- 
(hire  and  Durham  are  here  wrought  into 
woven  and  knit  ftockings,  which  are  chiefly 
fent  to  London  in  waggons*  The  coarfe 
wool  of  Weftmoreland  is  wrought  into  a 
thick  fluff,  called  cottons,  which  are  princi- 
pally fent  to  Glafgow,  and  exported  for 
the  clothing  of  the  negroes,  or  ufed  for 
failors*  jackets.  There  is  alfo  a  manufac- 
tory of  linfey-woolfey,  for  home  confump- 
tion;  the  wool  for  which  comes  from  the 
neighbouring  counties  and  Scotland.  The 
tanning  bufinefs  alfo  employs  many  hands 
here. 
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This  county,  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Weftmoreland  and  a  part  of  Cumberland, 
on  the  eaft  by  Yorklhire,  on  the  weft  by 
the  Irifh  fea,  and  on  the  fouth  by  Chefture, 
is  irregularly  fliaped,  and  remarkable  for 
having  a  confiderable  diftridfc  entirely  de- 
tached from  the  reft,  acrofs  an  arm  of  the 
fea.  Its  greateft  length  (exclufive  of  this 
detached  part)  is  about  fixty  miles;  its 
greateft  breadth,  which  is  at  its  fouthern 
end,  near  fifty. 

In  this  extent  is  comprifed  a  variety  of 
foil  and  face  of  country ;  but,  in  general, 
this  county  is  one  of  thofe  which  are  the 
leaft  favoured  by  Nature  j  a  proof  of  which 

is 
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is  the  ancient  thinnefs  of  its  population, 
fhewn  by  the  very  fmall  number  of  parifhes 
into  which  it  was  divided. 

The  disjoined  part  of  Lancafhire,  called 
the  hundred  of  Furnefs,  partakes  of  the  ro- 
mantic chara&er  of  the  adjacent  counties* 
It  is  a  wild  and  rugged  region,  ftored  with 
quantities  of  iron-ore  and  flate,  and  cover- 
ed with  a  growth  of  underwood,  which  is 
cut  down  in  fucceflion,  and  made  into 
charcoal  for  the  ufe  of  the .  iron  furnaces* 
A  xonfiderable  lake,  Conijton-meer 9  lies  in 
this  tra&,  which  yields  char  as  well  as  the 
neighbouring  Winander.  Near  the  fca, 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ancient  abbey  of 
Furnefs,  the  land  is  tolerably  fertile.  The 
long  and  narrow  ijle  of  fValney  forms  its 
bulwark  againft  the  waves  of  the  Irifh  lea* 
The  port  of  this  diftrift  is  at  Ulvcrftone, 
fituated  on  a  lhallow  arm  of  the  fea,  into 

m 

which  the  Leven  and  other  dreams  enter. 
This  arm,  as  well  as  the  broad  eftuary  (e- 
parating  Furnefs  from  the  reft  of  Lanca- 
fhire, 
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(hire,  is  continually  crofled  by  horfc9  and 
carriages  at  low  water,  though  not  without 
fome  danger. 

The  main  part  of  the  county  may  be 
divided  iato  two  unequal  portions,  the 
(mailer  lying  between  the  borders  of  Weft- 
moreland  and  the  Kibble,  the  larger  be- 
tween the  Ribbie  and  the  Merfey. 

In  the  firft  of  thefe,  the  banks  of  the 
Lon,  or  Luney  which  comes  down  from 
Weftmoreland,  and  enters  the  fea  below 
Lancafter,  are  beautiful  and  romantic. 
The  country  about  Garftang  breeds  a  fine 
race  of  horned  cattle,  reckoned  as  perfe& 
in  their  form  as  any  in  England.  The 
trad  between  the  road  from  hence  to  Pref- 
ton,  and  the  fea,  called  the  Fild,  or  Field, 
is  flat,  and  produces  large  quantities  of 
oats.  Through  this  runs  the  river  Wter, 
or  fVyre,  the  mouth  of  which  is  below 
Poulton.  Near  that  town  is  Blackpool,  a 
village  on  the  coaft,  much  reforted  to  for 

fea 
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fea  bathing.  The  eaftern  part  of  this  por- 
tion, comprifing  the  old  forefts  of  Wierfdalc 
and  Bowland,  is  mountainous,  and  gene- 
rally barren. 

The  Ribble,  entering  the  county  from 
Yorkfhire  at  Clithero,  and,  after  patting  by 
Prefton,  difcharging  itfelf  by  a  broad  fandy 
outlet,  flows  through  a  vale  of  great 
fertility  and  beauty.  Of  the  large  traft 
between  this  river  and  the  Merfey  all  the 
fouthern  part  is  flat,  quite  from  the  fea  to 
the  commencement  of  the  ridge  called 
Black-Jton-edge,  feparating  this  county  from 
Yorkfhire.  Much  of  this  is  a  fertile  coun- 
try, though  occafionally  deformed  by  the 
black  turf  bogs,  here  called  mofles:  fome 
of  which  are  of  large  extent,  and  abfo- 
lutely  impaflable  in  wet  feafons.  In  the 
north-eaftern  part  of  this  divifion  are  fome 
lofty  hills,  among  which  the  moft  noted  is 
Pendte-hitl.  The  remaining  part  is  varied 
with  hill,  dale,  and  moor. 

The 
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'  The  boundary  river,  the  Merfey,  after 
receiving  above  Stockport  the  Tame, 
(which  takes  up  the  boundary  where  the 
Merfey  leaves  it)  and  fomewhat  lower,  the 
Irwelly  bringing  down  a  conflux  of  other 
ftreams  from  Manchefter,  winds  through 
a  trad  of  rich  meadows;  and,  after  palling 
Warrington,  foon  dilates  into  a  wide  fandy 
eftuary,  which,  contra&ing  again,  reaches 
the  fea  below  Liverpool. 

Such  is  the  general  face  of  this  county,  * 
the  natural  produfts  of  which  are  of  little  . 
confequence,  except  the  coal  and  turf  with 
which  its  fouthern  parts  abound.  For  a 
corn  country  it  is  little  adapted,  not  only 
in  many  parts  from  the  nature  of  its  foil,  but 
from  the  remarkable  wetnefs  of  its  climate, 
occafioned  by  the  frequent  clouds,  which,  in 
their  paflage  from  the  weftern  fea,  are  here 
firft  flopped  by  the  inland  ridge  of  hills. 
The  land  is,  however,  found  to  be  Angu- 
larly fitted  to  the  growth  of  potatoes,  that 
ufeful  root,  which  forms  the  beft  fubftitute 

for 
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for  corn,  and  yields  a  greater  increafe  than 
almoft  any  other  nutritious  vegetable. 

All  the  rivers  of  Lancafliire  afford  (al- 
mon;  and  the  Merfey  is  vifited  by  annual 
fboals  of  fmelts,  here  called  fparlings,  of 
remarkable  fize  and  flavour. 

As  a  commercial  and  manufacturing 
county,  this  has  diftinguifhcd  itfelf,  efpe- 
cially  of  late  years,  beyond  any  other  io 
tjie  kingdom.  Two  larger  and  more  flou- 
rifhing  towns  than  any  other  fingle  county 
poffeffes,  Manchefler  and  Liverpool,  are 
mutual  aids  to  each  other  in  the  acquifixion 
of  wealth. 

Manchefler,  which  has  been  long  noted 
for  various  branches  of  the  linen,  filk,  and 
cotton  manufactory,  is  now  principally  con- 
fpicuous  as  the  centre  of  the  cotton  trade, 
an  immenfe  bufinefs,  extending  in  feme  or 
other  of  its  operations  from  Furnefs  (where 
great  cotton-fpinning  mills  have  been  efta- 
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Iblifhed)  to  Derby,  north  and  fouth ;  and, 
from  Halifax  to  Liverpool,  eaft  and  weft; 
The  labonrs  of  a  very  populous  neigh* 
bourhood  are  colle&ed  at  Manchefter; 
whence  they  are  fent  to  London,  Liver- 
pool, Hull,  and  other  places.  Thefe  con- 
lift  of  a  great  variety  of  cotton  and  mix*- 
ed  goods,  fitted  for  all  forts  of  markets* 
both  at  home  or  abroad*  fpreadjng  over 
great  part  of  Europe*  America,  and  the 
coaft  of  Guinea,  and  bringing  bick  vaft 
profits  to  this  country.  The  raw  material 
is  principally  imported  at  Liverpool  and 
Lancafter;  but  is  occafionally  brotight  from 
London  and  other  ports.  The  manufac- 
ture of  tapes  and  other  fmall  wares,  of  filk 
goods*  and  of  hats*  is  alfo  carried  on  at 
Manchefter;  from  which  various  fources 
of  wealth  it  has  attained  greater  opulence 
than  almoft  any  of  the  trading  towns  in 
England.  Its  buildings*  efpecially  the 
more  modern  ones,  are  on  a  proportional 
(bale  of  iize  and  elegance. 

F  Liverpool, 
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Liverpool*  fituated  at  the  great  tokt  «t 
this  part  of  the  county,  by  means  of  the 
JVferfey  and  its  communicating  rivcrt,  has 
grofrn,  in  proportion  to  the  incratfe  of 
interior  wealth  and  population,  fo  as  at 
length  to  have  become,  with  refpedk  to 
•extent  of  commerce,  undoubtedly  the  fc- 
cond  port  in  the  kingdom.  Its  harbour  k 
artificial,  confiding  of  large  docks  formed 
in  the  town,  and  communicating  with  the 
rirer  Merfcy,  The  entrance  of  this  river 
is  dangerous,  though  every  dilution  if 
given  to  render  it  more  fecure.  Tte 
trade  of  Liverpool  is  very  generak; .  bus  k 
is  to  be  lamented  that  one  of  its  principal 
branches  is  the  inhuman  traffic  for  ftaves 
on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  to  fupply  the  Wef 
India  iflandis,  from  whence  in  return  great 
quantities  of  fugar,  cotton,  and  other  pro* 
duds  are  imported.  The  American,  ftat- 
tic,  and  Portugal  branches  are  alfo  con- 
(iderablc;  and  the  communication  with 
Ireland  is  very  extenfive.  Several  ihips. 
are  alio  fent  to  the  Greenland  fishery  ;  and 

there 
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tkerc  is  a  great  coafting  trade  for  com  and 
bther  commodities.  Liverpool  communi- 
cates, by  means  df  the  Merfey,  with  War- 
ringcon,  and  with  a  canal  called  the  Sankey 
canal,  running  to  fome  coal-pits  and  othet 
works  a  Httle  way  up  the  ctrantry;  by 
taieans  of  the  Irwell,  and  alfo  the  Duke  of 
Bridgewateir's  canal,  with  Manchefter;  by 
tneans  of  the  Weever,  wfrh  the  Chclhire 
fait  works  J  and,  by  means  df  the  Duke  of 
Bridgewater's  canal*  with  th6  StafFordfhire 
and  all  its  communications.  A  vaft  defigft 
is  alfo  in  part  executed,  of  cutting  4  canal 
from  Liverpool  quite  to  Leeds  in  York- 
lhire. 

IVfoft  of  the  othir  towns  in  tins  county 
are  diftinguifhted  by  feme  particular  branch 
of  trade* 

Lartcnfttr,  the  capital,  is  a  tfell-built  and 
populous  town,  havihg  a  port:  forvieffel* 
of  moderate  burthen,  and  carrying  on  a 
confiderable  foreign  trade,   efpecially  to 

Fa  the 
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the  Weft  Indies.    It  is  noted  for  the  mak* 
ing  of  mahogany  cabinet  ware. 

Prefton,  which  participates  only  in  a  fmaU 
degree  in  the  manufactures  of  the  county, 
is  a  handfome  place,  inhabited  by  many  fa- 
milies of  gentry,  invited  by  its  beautiful 
iituation.  It  has  been  the  fcene  of  various 
actions  in  our  civil  wars,  particularly  in 
the  rebellion  of  17 15. 

Kirkharn,  in  the  Fild,  has  a  confideraUe 
jmanufa&ure  of  fail-cloth. 

At  JVtgarty  the  ftrongeft  checks  are  made, 
and  other  articles  of  linen  and  cotton  ma- 
nufadture.  That  moft  elegant  fpecies  of 
coal,  called  Canned,  is  found  in  plenty  and 
great  perfe&ion  in  its  neighbourhood.  Its 
fmaU  ftream,  the  Douglas,  is  made  naviga- 
ble to  the  Ribble ;  and  it  is  joined  by  a 
canal  from  Liverpool. 


Warrington* 
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JVarrington,  the  great  thoroughfare  to  the 
florth-weft,  has  a  large  manufa&ory  of  fail- 
cloth,  which  contributes  much  to  the  fup- • 
ply  of  the  royal  navy;  and  alfo  of  facking. 
Glafs-houfes  and  copper-fmelting  works  are 
likewife  eftablifhed  here  (the  latter  at  pre- 
fent  difufed) ;  and  many  hands  are  employ- 
ed in  pin-making.  The  cotton  trade  is 
now  gaining  ground  in  this  place. 

Bolton,  fituated  amidft  dreary  moors, 
has  enriched  itfelf  by  the  fuftian  and  coun- 
terpane branches  of  manufacture.  Dimi- 
ties and  muflins  are  alfo  made  here  in  con- 
fiderable  quantities. 

Blackburn,  to  the  north  of  it,  ftill  more 
remote  from  the  centre  of  bufinefs,  carries 
pn  a  vail  trade  in  calicoes  for  printing. 

About  Burnley  (halloons  are  made  for  the 
Halifax  market. 


F  3  Rochdale, 
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Rochdale i  at  the  foot  of  the  YoxlUWro 
hills,  has  a  flouriihing  mapuf^Aory  of 
bays,  ferges,  and  other  woollen  goods, 

Fart  of  thefe  are  exported  or  fent  tci 
London  hy  the  Yorkfhire  merchants ;  but 
considerable  quantities  are  feat  dircdly 
to  Portugal  by  the  Rochdale  mercl^ntf, 
This  town  has  got  moft  of  th?  trade  from, 
Booking  and  other  places  in  Effex.  Its 
manufactures  extend  eight  or  te$  mile* 
north  of  the  town. 

Oldham^  though  no  market  town,  is  be? 
come  extremely  populous.  Being  fituatc4 
among  the  hills  that  produce  the  beft  coals, 
a  large  manufacture  of  hats  has.  been  ef? 
tablifhed  there*  It  alfo  (hares  in  the  Man? 
chefter  manufactures. 

Befides  all  thefe  branches  there  arc,  iq 
various  parts,  confiderable  works  in  iron 
and  fteel,  particularly  of  the  beft  files  itj 
England;  nails,  Jocks,  and  hinges;  watch- 
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tools  and  movements.  Thefe  are  favoured 
by  the  uncommon  plenty  of  coals  of  almoft 
every  kind  in  this  county.  This  circum- 
ftance  too  has  occafioned  the  eftablifhment 
near  Pre/cot,  of  a  patent  manufaftory  of 
caft  plate  glafs,  after  the  French  manner ; 
the  only  one  in  the  kingdom. 

The  Duke  Qf  Brfdgewater  beg^ii  his 
magnificent  plans  by  the  canal  from;  hia 
coal-pits  to  Manchefter.  Its  head  is  at 
fPwJkyy  wbtrp  tunnels  are  driven  a  v^ft 
way  undkr  ground,  beneath  the  bottom  of 
this  coaUpite,  from  which  boats  are  loaded. 
This  cwal  is  carriod  by  a  noble  aqufcduft 
acrofa  the  navigable  river  IrWeH,  and after* 
wards  joins  the  principal  one  in  Cheshire. 


F  4  CHESHIRE. 
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CHESHIRE. 


This  county,  diftinguiftied  in  its  figure 
by  the  two  horns  which  project  to  the  eaft 
and  weft  of  its  northern  fide,  is  bounded 
on  the  north  by  the  rivers  Merfey  and 
Tame,  which  feparate  it  from  Lancafhire, 
and  by  a  fmall  point  of  Yorkshire ;  on  the 
eaft,  by  the  counties  of  Derby  and  Stafford, 
the  limits  of  which  are  marked  for  the  mod; 
part  by  hills  and  ftreams ;  on  the.  fouth  by 
Shropfhire  and  a  detached  part  of  Flint- 
fhire;  End  on  the  weft  by  Denbighfhire, 
Flintftiire,  and  the  eftuary  of  the  Dee. 
Its  length  is  thirty  miles;  its  extreme 
breadth,  from  horn  to  horn,  almoft  (ixtyj 
but  acrofs  its  middle  part  not  forty. 


,     ■  I 
■  # 


V 


\ 


CHESHIRE,  89 

Chelhire  is  in  general  a  flat  country. 
Its  mod  hilly  part  is  towards  the  eaflern 
border,  where  are  fome  confiderable  emi- 
nences, forming  a  chain  with  the  Derby* 
Aire  and  Staffordlhire  hills.  An  inter- 
rupted ridge  of  high  ground  alfo  croffes  it 
from  north  to  fouth  on  the  weftern  fide, 
beginning  with  a  bold  promontory,  over- 
looking the  Merfey  near  Frodfliam;  then 
eroding  that  large  tradt  of  heath  called 
Dehmere-foreft ;  appearing  again  in  the  in- 
fulated  rock  of  Beefton,  crowned  with  the 
ruins  of  its  ftrong  caftle;  and  ceafing  in 
the  wooded  Broxton  hills  near  Malpast 
The  reft  of  the  county  is  nearly  level :  its 
foil  in  many  parts  light  and  fandy,  with 
much  red  gritty  rock,  on  which  almoft  aU 
the  towns  and  villages  are  built ;  in  others 
(tiff  clay;  with  a  confiderable  intermixture 
of  uncultivated  mofs  and  heath.  Several 
fmall  lakes,  called  meres,  are  interfperfed, 
particularly  in  the  northern  parts. 

The 
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The  rivers  in  this  county  are,  firft,  the 
J)ee,  a  ftream  held  in  great  veneration  by 
our  Britifh  anceftors.  It  has  its  rife,  and 
the  principal  part  of  its  courfe,  in  Wales, 
and  only  vifits  the  weftern  border  of 
Chefhire,  to  which  it  ferves  for  fome  fpacc 
as  a  boundary ;  then  eroding  over  to  the 
city  of  Chefter,  it  flows  from  thence  to  the 
fca,  making  a  broad  fandy  eftuary,  which/ 
feparates  this  county  from  Flintfhire.  By 
embankments  here  made,  much  land  has 
been  gained  from  the  ticfe,  and  a  narrow, 
but  deeper  channel,  fitter  for  navigation^ 
has  been  formed  from  Chefter  half  way  ta 
the  fea.  The  Dee  is  navigable  from  near 
Ellefmere,  in  Shropftiire,  to  Chefter ;  but^ 
at  this  city,  the  continuity  of  the  navigation 
is  broken  by  a  ledge  of  rocks  running 
acrofs  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  cau&ng  a 
fort  of  cafcade. 

The  Weever  rifes  in  the  northern  part  of 

Shroplhire,  and,  after  running  acrofs  the 

middle  of  Chefhire,  and  receiving  the  Dane 
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from  the  eaft,  emptier  into  the  eftuary  of 
;he  Merfey,  It  is  navigable  to  Wiasfqrd* 
fome  miles  at>pv$  Nprthwich, 

The  JMerJey  itfelf  belongs  more  to  this 
pounty  than  to  Lancashire,  fince  it  rife* 
juft  within  Yprkfliirej  and,  coafting  ficft 
alpng  tfte  fpufh^rn  fide  of  the  eaftern  hora 
pf  Qb${hiie,  then  crofies  it,  and  reaches 
Lancashire  only  above  Stockport, 

Two  commodities  render  Cheshire  par-^ 
ticularly  famous,  its  fait  and  its  cheefe. 

The  falt-works  are  at  the  three  towns 
called  fVyches,  v\z.  Namptzvkb,  Middlewich, 
and  Nortbwifb,  and  at  WinWord  and  fome 
other  places.  At  moft  of  thefe  brine  is 
pun? ped  up  from  fprings  which  contain  the 
fait  diflblved  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
and  which  is  procured  from  the  brine  again 
by  boiling*  At  Northwicb  vafl:  pits  of  folid 
felt  rock  h^ve  been  dug  to  a  great  depth» 
from  which  immenfe  quantities  are  raifed, 

partly 
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partly  to  be  purified  on  the  fpot  by  re-dif- 
folving  and  boiling,  and  partly  to  be  ex- 
ported in  its  crude  ftate.  Moft  of  the  latter 
goes  to  Liverpool  by  means  of  the  river 
Weever ;  and  the  plenty  and  cheapftefs  of 
this  commodity  has  been  a  principal  caufe 
of  the  great  foreign  commerce  of  that 
port.  The  clear  annual  duty  received  by 
government  for  Cheftiire  fait  amounts   tgi 

200,000 /. 

The  cheefe  of  this  county  is  noted  for  its 
mellownefs  and  rich  flavour;  and  great 
quantities  of  it  are  confumed  in  various 
parts  of  England  and  Scotland,  as  well  as 
exported  abroad.  About  three  fourths  of 
the  land  in  Chefhire  is  fuppofed  to  be  paf- 
tured  or  mown;  and  the  grafs,  except 
what  is  eaten  by  h'orfes,  is  chiefly  confumed 
by  milking  cows,  as  few  cattle  are  fattened 
here.  The  farmers  are  lefs  attentive  to  the 
beauty  of  their  cows  than  in  many  othier 
parts,  the  milk  being  the  great  objeft  s  and 
they  keep  them  to  a  great  age.   More  calves 

are 
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Are  fed  in  Chdhire,  during  the  months  of 
March  and  April,  than  in  any  other  part 
of  England ;  but  the  veal  is  killed  very- 
young,  as  the  milk  cannot  be  long  fpared. 
The  dairies  are  fcattered  over  the  whole 
county ;  but  the  principal  are  about  Nampt* 
wich,  and  the  traft  between  the  Dane  and 
Weever,  where  the  foil  is  moft  clayey. 
The  cheefe  is  chiefly  fold  to  London;, but 
a  good  deal  goes  to  Liverpool  and  the 
counties  to  the  north. 

The  chief  manures  of  this  county  are 
marl  and  lime ;  the  latter  moftly  gotten  on 
the  eaftern  fide.  Coals  are  in  confiderable 
plenty  in  the  norch-eaft ;  and  fome  are  alfo 
dug  in  the  hundred  of  JVirral,  or  that  pe- 
ninfula  which  lies  between  the  Dee  and 
Merfey,  whence  they  are  fent  to  Chefter. 
The  midft  of  the  county  is  principally 
fupplied  from  Lancafliire.  Stone  quarries 
are  frequent  in  the  hilly  parts. 


The 


94  ENGLAND    DfcLlfcEATEDi 

The  great  canal  of  the  duke  of  Bridge 
water  has  its  principal  courfe  in  Chefhirt* 
entering  the  county  from  Manchefter  by 
eroding  the  Merfey,  and  then  running 
parallel  to  it,  till  it  falls  into  that  river  at 
Runcorn.  With  this  the  grand  canal 
communicates  which  joins  the  Trent  and 
Merfey,  and  is  called  the  Staffordshire. 
This  iaft  canal  crofles  Cheftlire,  paffing  by 
Northwich  and  Middlewich.  There  is> 
befides>  another  canal  front  Chefter  to 
Namptwich,  intended  to  promote  the  com- 
merce of  that  city  by  giving  it  the  advantage 
of  an  exportation  of  fait;  but  it  has  failed 
in  its  effeft* 

The  capital  of  the  county,  Cbejter,  is  att 
ancient  city  of  moderate  fize.  Its  main 
ftreets  have  a  peculiarity  of  conft ru6t ion  not 
found  in  any  other  towti*  They  are  hol- 
lowed out  in  the  rock  to  the  depth  of.  one 
ftory  beneath  the  level  of  the  ground  oil 
each  fide ;  and  the  houfes  have  a  fort  of 
oovered  portico  running  on  from  houfe  ttf 

houfc 
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houfe  attd  ftreet  to  ftreet,  level  with  the 
ground  at  the  back,  hut  one  ftory  above 
the  ftreet.  They  are  called  rows,  and  afford 
a  filtered  walk  for  the  foot  paffengers. 
Beneath  them  are  (hops  and  warehoufes  on 
the  level  of  the  ftreet.  Chefter  has  a  fniall 
fliare  of  foreign  commerce  by  means  of  its 
port ;  and  its  two  annual  fairs  are  fome  of 
the  moft  noted  in  England,  efpecially  for 
the  fale  of  Irifh  linen.  It  has  a  manufac- 
tory of  gloves;  and  a  confiderable  traffic 
of  (bop-goods  into  North  Wales.  It  is, 
however,  chiefly  diftinguifhed  as  the  r-efi- 
dence  of  many  families  of  gentry  from  the 
county,  and  from  Wajes. 

Of  the  other  towns,  Stockport  is  now  the 
moft  flourifhing,  on  account  of  its  partici- 
pating largely  in  .the  cotton  manufactures. 
Thefe  have  caufed  its  former  bufinefs  of 
waiting  checks;  hats,  and  button*,  to  de- 
ciine*  It  has  a  great  market  for  cheefe 
and  oatmeal. 

MaccUsjkli 
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Macclesfield  and  Congleton  have  large  fnflk 
for  the  winding  of  (ilk.  At  the  latter 
ribbons  are  made  for  the  Coventry  manu* 
fafturers  :  at  the  former  is  a  confiderablc 

manufactory  of  mohair  buttons. 

Kmitsford  was  formerly  diftinguiflied  for 
a  manufactory  of  thread,  but  it  is  almoft 
extindh 

In  all  the  above-mentioned  towns  the 
ancient  branches  of  bufinefs  are  declin- 
ing, and  newly- ereded  cotton-works  are 
riling  upon  their  ruins.  This  flourifhing 
branch  of  manufacture  feems  now  extend* 
ing  through  Chefhire,  as  it  has  done  over 
Lancafiiire. 

The  village  of  Parkgate  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Dee  is  well-known  as  a  place  of 
tranfit  between  this  kingdom  and  Ireland, 
though  lefs  ufed  fince  the  eftabliflament  of 
regular  carriages  through  Wales  to  Holy- 
head.    Patkgate  is  alfo  frequented  for  fea- 
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Shropshire,  or  the  county  of  Salop, 
h  bounded  on  the  north  by  Chefhirc,  the 
detached  part  of  Flintfhire,  and  a  corner  of 
Denbighfhire ;  on  the  weft  by  the  latter 
County,  and  thofe  of  Montgomery  and 
Radnor  5  on  the  fouth  by  Herefordfhire 
and  Worcefterftiire ;  and  on  the  eaft  by 
Staffordfhire,  It  is  of  a  roundifti  figure, 
with  many  indentations  and  projections. 
Its  greateft  length  is  about  fifty  miles,  and 
breadth  forty, 

Shropfhirc  is  divided  into  two  nearly 
equal  parts  by  the  Severn*    Of  thefe  the 

G  fouthern 
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fouthern  portion,  which  was  anciently  a 
part  of  Wales,  partakes  of  the  mountainous 
charader  of  that  region;  efpecially  the 
fouth-weftern  angle.  In  the  northern  por- 
tion there  is  a  conftderable  part  flat,  though 
it  is  not  without  high  hills,  particularly  on 
the  borders  of  Wales.  The  noted  moun- 
tain the  Wrekin  is  in  this  divifion,  not  far 
from  the  centre  of  the  county. 

The  Severn  enters  Shropftire  juft  at  its 
conflux  with  the  Vyrnyw^  oc  ftfintfW,  on 
the  weftern  fide,  and  takes  it*  caurfc  to  the 
fbuth-eaftj  winding  beautifully tli^q>j^cUep 
romantic  vallies,  finely  wooded.  Qn  the 
northern  fide  it  receives  the  ct$mt  a  09a" 
fiderable  (tream^  augmented  by  the  Jbufr** 
on  the  fouthern  it  is  fed  by  feveral  {matt 
rillsu  The  Severn  is  navigable  in  its  whole 
CQJtffe  through  this  county,  thereby  afford- 
ing a  great  convenience  for  the  tKa*fport<tf 
its  commodities.  The  rivers  of  the  fouth- 
ern part  chiefly  fall  into  the  7#m&  which 
]QW&  th$  Severn  in <  Worcefterfhuje. 

3  Shropfhke 
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fchitfpttiire  has  a  variety  of  foil,  bu*  in 
general  is  well  cultivated,  producing  Ifcrge 
quantities  af  grain  of  all  forts,  much  of 
which  is  fent  dtiwn  the  Severn  for  export- 
ation* Its  level  parts  feed  rrtany  cattle ;  arid 
much  of  the  cheefe  fold  utider  th€  name  of 
Chefllire  is  made  in  this  bounty.  The 
Iheep  of  its  hilly  tracts  afford  a  fine  wool, 
Which  (applies  the  manufactories  of  the  weft, 
there  being  none  of  any  confequence  in 
Shropftiire.  The  neighbourhood  of  the 
\Vrdtin  and  Bridgenorth,  and  that  of 
Glunn,  in  the  fouth-weftern  corner,  arfe 
teckoned  to  yield  wool  equal  to  that  of 
Lemfter. 

The  mineral  produ&s  of  this  county  are 
eoniidtrable,  confiding  of  lead,  iron,  lime* 
done,  freeflone,  pipe  clay,  and  coals.  Thi 
iron  works  of  Gokbrook-Dak  on  the  banks 
of  the  Severn  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  moft 
confiderable  in  England.  The  neighbour- 
ing hills  (apply  both  ore  and  coal,  as  well 
as  limeftone,  in  great  quantities;  and  every 
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part  of  the  procefs, .  from  digging  the  01? 
to  the  kit  finiih  of  the  manufacture,  is  pas 
formed  on  the  fpot.  "  Colebrook-Dak 
€t  (fays  Mr.  Young)  is  a  winding  glen, 
"  between  two  immenfe  hills,  which  .break 
€C  into  various  forms,  being  all  thickly 
covered,  and  forming  mod  beautiful 
fheets  of  hanging  woods.  The  noife  of 
the  forges,  mills,  &c.  with  all  their  vaft 
machinery ;  the  flames  burfling  from  the 
c'  furnaces,  with  the  burning  of  coal,  and 
€€  the  fmoke  of  the  lime-kilns;  are  al- 
."  together  horribly  fublime."  A  bridge 
entirely  made  of  cad  iron, .  which  has  been 
lately  thrown  over  the  Severn,  gives  tbefe 
fcenes  a  flill  nearer  refemblance  to  the  ideas 

m 

in  romance.  There  is  alfo  in  the  Dale  a 
remarkable  fpring  of  foffil  tar,  or  pe- 
troleum, which  has  yielded  a  vaft  quantity 
of  that  fubftance,  but  it  is  now  much  di- 
rniniihed.  A  work  for  obtaining  a  fimilar 
kind  of  tar  from  the  condenfed  fmoke  of 
pit  coal  has  been  erected  in  the  Dale. 

The 


SHROPSHIRE  101 

The  capital  of  this  county,  Shrewjbufy, 
beautifully  fituated  in  a  peninfula  formed 
by  the  Severn,  is  a  very  refpe&able  ancient 
town,  inhabited  by  many  families  of  gentry, 
and.  carrying  on  no  inconsiderable  com- 
merce. It  is  the  chief  mart  for  a  co^rfe 
kind  of  woollen  cloth  made  in  Montgo-  • 
merylhire,  called  Welfh-webs,  which  are 
bought  up  in  the  country,  and  drefled 
here,  whence  they  are  fent  for  exportation 
principally  to  America  and  Flanders. 
Much  of  the  Welfh  flannel  is  alfo  bought 
at  Welflhpool  by  the  drapers  of  this  place. 
Shrewsbury  is  famous  for  the  making  of 
excellent  brawn,  which  is  fent  to  various 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Clofe  to  this  town  was  fought  in  1400 
the  bloody  battle  between  king  Henry  IV. 
and  the  male  contents  under  Henry  Percy, v 
furnamed  Hotfpur,  in  which  the  latter  was 
defeated  and  ilain. 


G  3  Brtigenorth 
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Bridgnorth  is  a  pretty  coi>fideraWe  town; 
with  one  of  jhe  firft  fairs  in  the  kingdom  for 
hops,  clover  feed,  apd  WeHh  flannels. 

At  Ofooifirjj  a  market  town  in  the  north? 
weft,  confiderable  quantities  erf  the  WeM^ 
woollens  are  fold, 

Eiiefmere  is  fituated  upon  an  eminence, 
commanding  a  remarkably  fine  view.  It 
takes  its*  name  from  a  large  meer,  ami  there 
are  others  in  its  neighbourhood* 

Ludlow,  on  the  borders  of  Herefordflitre, 
is  celebrated  for  the  remains  of  its  magni- 
ficent caftle.  The  wooded  and  romantic 
fcenery  around  it  fuggefted  the  defcriptions 
in  Milton's  incomparable  Mafque  of  Comusn 
which  was  firft  reprefented  in  it,  when  in* 
habited  by  the  Bridgewater  family. 
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The  county  of  Hereford  has  to  the  north 
Shropfhire;  to  the  weft  the  counties  of 
Radnor  and  Brecknock,  the  latter  feparated 
by  the  Hatterel  hills,  or  Black  Mountain ; 
to  the  fouth  Monmoutbfhire  and  Glou- 
cefterfhire;  the  former  feparated  by  the 
river  Munno;  the  latter,  in  part,  by  the 
Wye;  and  -to  the  eaft  Worcefterfhirc.  It 
is  of  a  circular  form,  but  its  circumference 
is  made  irregular  by  many  windings  and 
indentations.  Its  central  length  and  breadth 
are  each  about  thirty-fix  miles. 

Herefordfhirc  is  one  of  the  counties 
which  mod  happily  unite  the  rich  and 

G  4  fertile 
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fertile  with  the  pi&urefque  and  romantic. 
The  poet  Dyer's  defcription  of  Siluria,  of 
which  it  formed  a  confiderable  part,  paints 
it  in  beautiful  colours. 

Fleafant  Siluria,  land  of  various  views, 
Hills,  rivers,  woods,  and  lawns,  and  purple  grovei 
Pomaceous,  mingled  with  the  curling  growth 
Of  tendril  hops,  that  flaunt  upon  their  poles. 

The  fertility  and  pleafantnefs  of  this 
county  are  greatly  owing  to  the  fine  rivers  . 
by  which  it  is  watered.  Of  thefe  the 
principal  is  the  Wyey  which,  entering  on 
the  wr ftern  fide,  almoft  crofles  the  county 
meandering  to  the  fouth-eaft,  when,  turn- 
ing diredlly  fouth,  it  reaches  the  boundary 
of  Gloucefterfhire,  and  then  bending  weft- 
ward  arrives  at  the  borders  of  Monmouth- 
fhire.  The  romantic  beauties  of  the  Wye, 
which  flows  in  a  deep  bed  between  lofty 
rocks  clothed  with  hanging  woods,  and 
here  and  there  crowned  with  ruined  caftles, 

have 


HEREFORDSHIRE.  IOj 

have  employed  the  defcriptive  powers  of 
the  pen  and  pencil,  and  frequently  engage 
the  curiofity  of  travellers. 

The  Lug,  a  confiderable  dream,  rifing 
in  the  north-weft,  on  the  confines  of  Rad- 
nor, after  flowing  acrofs  great  part  of  this 
county,  and  receiving  many  rivulets  from 
the  north  and  eaft,  falls  into  the  Wye  a 
little  below  Hereford,,  and  compels  it  to 
take  its  fouthward  dire&ion. 

The  Munno,  or  Mynnow,  already  men* 
tioned  as  forming  the  limit  on  the  Mon- 
mouthfliire  border,  fprings  from  the  Hat- 
terel-hills;  and,  after  receiving  the  Doyer, 
flowing  out  of  a  valley,  called  from  its 
fuperior  fertilitythe  Golden  vale,  goes  on  to 
join  the  Wye  at  the  town  of  Monmouth. 

The  northern  extremity  of  the  county  is 
juft  eroded  in  two  places  by  the  'feme* 

Two 
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Two  produ&s  render  Herefordfhire  par* 
ticularfy  famous — its  cyder  and  its  wool,. 

The  apples  producing  the  cyder  grow 
in  greater  abundance  here  than  in  any  other 
county,  being  plentiful  even  in  the  hedge- 
rows. Of  thefe  are  various  kinds,  yield- 
ing .liquors  of  different  ftrength  and  qua- 
iities.  The  mod  celebrated  is  the  red* 
ftreak,  faid  to  be  peculiar  to  this  county. 
The  Styer  cyder  is  remarkable  for  a  ftrength 
and  body  unufual  to  this  liquor,  and  keeps 
very  well. 

The  fheep  of  Herefordihire  are  fmall, 
affording  a  fine  filky  wool,  in  quality  ap- 
proaching to  the  Spanifb.  The  Lemfier 
wool  has  long  been  famous,  as  well  as  that 
from  the  diftrift  called  Ircbinjitld,  near  Roft. 
Dyer,  fpeaking  of  the  light  dry  foils  fittcft 
for  the  breeding  of  ffieep,  particularizes 
more  places  in  this  county  than  in  any  other. 

The 


The  lines  arc  very  iweppily  defcriptive  of 
the  fevewd  fituations. 


Sack  too  the  lefts 


And  ruddy  tilth  which  (pvryRcfs  beholds, 
Fran  a  green  hillock,  o*er  her  lofty  elms? 
And  Lmjter&  brooky  trad,  and  airy  Cffu 
And  fuch  Harleiaa  fynA/qod's  iWelkng  turf, 
Waved  as  the  billows  of  a  rolling  fea  ; 
And  SboBJtn  for  its  lofty  terrace  fam'd, 
Which,  from  a  tteu*  tain's  ridge,  elate  o'er  woods, 
And  girt  with  all  Siluria,  fees  around 
Regions  on  regions  blended  in  the.douds, 

IVbice. 

The  grain  of  this  ftuitful  county  is  not 
)efs  excellent  than  its  other  produ&s.  The 
wheat  of  its  yales,  and  barley  of  it3  high 
grounds,  are  equal  to  the  befl  in  England* 

As  the  employments  of  agriculture  are 
fo  fuccefsfully  followed  here,  it  cannot  be 
expe&ed  that  the  inhabitants  fliould  turn 
their  induftry  to  mamrfaftures.  The  towns 
of  Herefordfliire  are  therefore  inconfider- 
able. 

Its 
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Its  capital,  the  city  of  Hereford,  is  an 
ancient  decayed  place,  with  a  large  cathe- 
dral in  danger  of  fpeedy  ruin.  It  has  a 
manufacture  of  gloves, 

Rofs  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  its  plea- 
fant  fituation,  and  for  the  appellation  it 
has  given  of  the  Man  of  Rofs  to  one  of  its 
townfmen,  Mr.  John  Kyrle,  whofe  bene- 
volence  and  public  fpirit  Pope  has  fo  finely 
celebrated. 

Leominfter,  or  Lemfter,  has  already  been 

.  mentioned  for  its  wool,  and  its  market  is 

alfo  of  note  for  the  fineft  wheat ;  as  JVeobley 

in  its  neighbourhood  is  for  barley  and  mz\% 

liquor, 

Ledbury,  near  the  Malvern  hills,  has  a 
ftiare  in  the  clothing  trade* 


\ 


MONMOUTHSHIRE, 


MONMOUTHSHIRE . 


Bx. 


BRISTOL       C  HA  AWE  h 


(    io9    ) 


MONMOUTHSHIRE, 


Monmouthshire  has  to  the  north  the 
counties  of  Hereford  and  Brecknock ;  to 
the  weft  the  latter,  and  that  of  Glamor- 
gan;.  to  the  fouth  the  Briftol  channel ;  and 
to  the  eaft  Gloucefterfhire.  Its  boundaries 
are  in  great  part  rivers ;  the  Wye  and 
Mynnow*o  the  eaft  and  north-eaft,  and 
the  Rhyney,  or  Rumney,  to  the  weft.  Its 
greateft  length  is  about  twenty-four  miles, 
and  breadth  fomewhat  lefs. 

This  was  formerly  reckoned  one  of  the 
Wellh  counties ;  and,  from  the  names  of 

its 
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its  towns  and  villages,  its  mountainotis 
rugged  furface,  as  well  as  its  fituation  be- 
yond a  large  river,  the  Wye,  which  feems 
to  form  a  natural  boundary  between  Eng- 
land and  Wales  in  this  part,  it  certainly 
partakes  moft  of  the  chara&er  of  the  latter4 
country,  though  it  is  comprehended  id 
the  civil  divifion  of  the  former. 

The  river  tJlk  divides  Monmouthfliire 
into  two  unequal  portions,  of  which  the 
eaftern,  or  largeft,   is  a  trad  upon    the 
whole  fertile   in  corn  and  pafture,    and 
well  wooded.      It  abounds  in  limeftone, 
which  is  burnt  on  the  fpot  for  the  gene* 
ral  manure  of  the  country.    The  fmaller 
weftern  part  is.  mountainous,  and,  in  great 
part,  unfavourable  for  cultivation,  whence 
it .  is  devoted  to  the  feeding  of  ftieep.     It 
has  feveral  long  narrow  Vallies,   watered 
by  dreams  which  flow  into  the  Brificd 
channel* 


The 
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The  principal  towns  of  this  county  are 
fituated  upon  the  banks  of  the  Wye  and 

Uft. 

Monmouth,  the  county  town,  lies  in  an 
angle  between  the  Wye  and  Mynnow.  It 
is  large  and  handfome,  and  carries  on  a 
trade  with  Briftol  by  means  of  the  Wye, 
which  ferves  for  the  exportation  of  the 
produ&i  of  the  country,  and  the  import- 
ation of  foreign  articles*  Here  was  bora 
the  warlike  king  Henry  V.  who  bore  the 
name  of  Henry  of  Monmouth. 

Lower  down  the  Wye  the  remains  of 
Tintern-abbey ,  and  the  caftle  of  ChepJlowy 
form  ebje&s  highly  pi&urefque,  amid  the 
wild  beauties  of  this  trad.  Near  Tintera 
are  large  iron  works,  at  which  ore  is  fmelt- 
ed*  brought  chiefly  from  Furnefs  in  Lanca- 
(hire.  The  town  of  Chepfi&yu  has  a  tolerable 
port,  at  which  the  tide,  ruftiing  up  frond: 
the  broad  mouth  of  the  Severn,  rifes  to  a 
very  extraordinary  height.  Chepftow  car- 
ries 
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ries  on  a  confiderable  trade  with  the   cir* 

cumjacent  country.- 

On  the  Ufk  are  three  towns  of  great  an- 
tiquity, though  now  of  little  confequence; 
Abergavenny,  Caerwy/ke,  or  Ufke,  and  Caef* 
hen.     The  firft  of  thefe  has  a  traffic   ifl 

flannels. 

Newport,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
has  a  pretty  good  harbour,  &nd  pofiefles 
fome  trade. 

Both  the  Ufk  and  the  Wye  are  well 
flocked  with  fifh,  particularly  fine  falmon. 

The  Avon,  a  river  which  empties  itfelf 
into  the  Uik  at  Caerleon,  turns  feveral 
mills  for  the  working  of  iron  plates,  which 
are  ufed  in  a  manufaftory  of  japanned 
ware  (now  on  the  decline)  at  Ponty-pool3 
on  its  banks. 


Other 
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Other  places  in  this  county  worth  no- 
ticing are>  the  narrow  fequeftered  Vale  of 
Evias,  beneath  the  Hatterel-hills,  formerly 
the  well-adapted  fite  of  a  monaftery ;  and 
the  ruins  of  Ragland-cqftie,  a  fortrefs  of 
great  ftrength,  fo  late  as  the  time  of 
Charles  I.  in  whofe  favour  it  held  out, 
tinder  the  Marquis  of  Worcefter,  to  the 
very  end  of  the  civil  wars4 


H^        NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, 
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This  county,  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Yorkshire  and  Lincolnlhire ;   on  the  eaft 
by  the  latter  county;    on   the    fouth  by 
Leicefterfhire ;  and  on  the  weft  by  Derby- 
fhire;  is  of  the  figure  of  a  long  oval,  with 
its  narrowed  end  towards  the  north.     Its 
greateft  length   is    near    fifty  miles ;    its 
greateft  breadth  above  twenty.     Being  hap- 
pily   (ituated    between    the    mountainous 
country  of  Derbylhire  on  the  one  hand 
and  the  flat  of  Lincolnlhire  on  the  other, 
it  enjoys  fuch  a  temperature  of  foil  and 
climate,  as  to  render  it  one  of  the  moft 
fertile  and  agreeable  counties  in  England : 
6  an 
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an  evidence  of  which .  is  the  uncommon 
number  of  feats  of  the  .fird  nobility  con- 
tained in  it.  j 

The  glory  of  this  county  is  its  noble 
river  the  Trent-,  which,  after  croflfcg  the 
counties  of  Stafford  ^nd  Derby,  enters 
Nottinghamfhire  at  its  fouth-weftern  extre- 
mity, and  thence,  croffing  obliquely  ta  the 
eaft,  coafts  along  its  whole  eaftern  fide, 
becoming  towards  the  northern  part  the 
boundary  betwixt  this  county  and  that  of 
Lincoln.  During  this  whole  courfe,  the 
Trent  is  a  large  navigable  river,  imparting 
fertility  to  the  wide  trad:  of  meadows  through 
which  it  flows,  and  affording  a  ready  con- 
veyance for  the  corn  and  other  produdts  of 
the  county,  .  Its  chief  inconvenience  is  that 
of  being  fubjedt  to  frequent  and  great 
floods. 

The  vale  of  Belvoir,  or  Bever,  one  of  the 
richeft  and  moft'  beautiful  tra&s  of  cultiva- 
tion in  the  kingdom,  lies  chiefly  in  the  fouth- 

H  2        •  eaftern 
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eaftern  part  of  Nottinghamshire,  ftretching 
towards  the  Trent.  Almoft  the.  whole  of  the 
middle  and  weftern  part  of  the  county  was- 
formerly  occupied  by  the  famous  foreft  of 
Sherwood,  or  Shirewood,  popularly  known 
throughout  the  kingdom  as  the  fceneof 
many  fabulous  adventures  of  that  noted 
outlaw  Robin  Hood,  and  Ms  companions. 
By  enclofurc  and  cultivation  the  bounds 
of  this  woody  trad  are  now  much  con- 
tracted; and  great  paVt  of  what  was  for- 
merly thronged  with  trees  is  now  a  naked 
heath;  a  fate  common  to  many  of  the 
Englifh  forefts.  New  plantations,  however, 
of  great  extent,  have  in  late  years  bear 
formed  on  the  hills  of  the  foreft-land  by 
the  duke  of  Portland  and  other  noblemeni 
and  gentlemen,  which  may  afford  materials 
**"  for  future  navies,  when  the  improvident 
waftc  ofjA^ber  in  other  parts  may  have 
rendered  fucfi  a  fupply  peculiarly  fortu- 
nate. 


From 
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From  the  middle  and  north-weftern  parts 
of  this  county  fereral  ftreams  unite  to  form 
the  Idle y  a  river  which  joins  the  Trent  at 
the  north-eaftern  angle  of  Nottinghamfhire. 
To  the  eaftward  of  this  river  the  foil,  quite 
to  the  Trent,  is  a  ftrong  clay,  which  is 
cxpreffed  in  the  names  of  two  diftrifts  in 
this  quarter,  the  North  and  South  Clay 
divifions. 

Nottinghamlhire  has  of  old  been  famous 
for  its  bread  and  beer;  and  to  this  day  its 
chief  produdts  and  exports  are  corn  and 
malt.  It  is  alio  of  no  fmall  confequence 
as  a  manufacturing  county;  and  its  fabrics 
are  at  prefent  in  a  thriving  and  increafing 
Hate,  Thefe  we  (hall  now  proceed  to 
mention. 

Nottingham,  the  county-town,  beautifully 
fituated  on  a  rocky  eminence  above  the 
meadows  bordering  the  Trent,  crowned 
with  its  ftately  caftle,  is  a  large,  populous, 
and  handfome  town,   diftinguifhed  by  its 

H  3  fpacious 
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Spacious  market  place,  and  noted  as  o 
of  the  principal  feats  of  the  flocking  man 
fafture.  The  goods  made  here  are  chie 
of  the  finer  kinds,  as  thofe  of  filk  and  c 
ton;  and  the  trade  is  extended-  to  t 
neighbourhood  round  ]  and  fbme  of  \ 
more  diftant  towns.  As  the  articles  of 
i{ »  Nottinghamfhire  manufactures  are  valua 

jj :  in  proportion  to  their  bulk,  they  are  chic 

.'  conveyed  to  the  different  ports  and  pla 

of  confumption  by  land.     A  confident 
fhare  of  them  is  exported  to  various  ps 
of  Europe,  America, '  and  the  Weft  Ind 
1 1  The  cotton  for  this  manufacture    is  fj 

by  machinery  worked   by   water    in   1 

county  and  in  Derby fhi re.      Nottingh 

jj;  has  alfo  a  manufactory  of  coarfe  eartl 

ware.     At  this  town  king  Charles  firft 
up  his  ftandard  at  the  commencement  of 
unfortunate  civil  wars  which  terminated 
i  ■  his  deftrudtion  and  that  of  the  conftituti 
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and  participates  in  the  flocking  manufac- 
ture. . 

Sutton %  in  its  neighbourhood,  has  alfo  a 
thriving  manufactory  of  the  fame  kind, 
which  extends  to  a  greater  variety  of 
articles  than  any  other  in  the  kingdom; 
fuch  as  milled  woollen  caps,  for  the  Cana- 
dian and  other  markets,  and  pieces  for 
waiftcoats,  &c.  of  fancy  patterns,  woven 
in  the  flocking  frame,  which  are  exported 
to  France,  Germany,  and  other  parts  of 
Europe. 

Newark  is  a  confiderable  and  very  neat 
market  town  near  the  Trent.  Here,  in  the 
midfl  of  troubles  which  his  own  folly  and 
bafenefs  had  excited,  died  the  inglorious 
king  John.  The  flory  of  his  being  poi- 
foned  is  now  rejeded  by  the  befthiflorians. 
Here,  too,  the  equally  unfortunate  king 
Charles  I.  after  his  defeat  at  Nafeby,  put 
himfelf  into  the  hands  of  the  Scotch  army, 
then  befieging  this  town,  by  whom  he  was 
afterwards  given  up  to  his  worft  enemies. 

H  4  At 
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At  Stoke,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New* 
ark,  John  de  la  Pole,  earl  of  Lincolq, 
rebelling  againft  Henry  VII.  in  favour  of 
the  impoftor  Simnel,  was  routed  and  flay* 
with  his  whole  party  in  the  year  1487. 

Beacon-hill,  alfo  near  Newark,  is  noted 
for  fome  of  the  moft  confiderable  quarries 
in  England  of  gypfum,  or  plafter-ftone. 
Much  of  it  is  exported  from  Ga^nfborough 
to  London  and  other  places. 

Near  Woxhfop  quantities  of  liquorice  are 
cultivated.  Its  vicinity  is  peculiarly  re- 
markable for  the  number  of  noblemen's 
feats. 
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The  boundaries  of  this  county  are,  on 
the  north,  a  fmall  part  of  Cheftiire  and 
Yorkftiire ;  on  the  eaft  Nottinghamfhire ; 
on  the  fouth,  Leicefterftiire,  a  fingle  point 
of  Warwickftiire,  and  Staffordihire ;  and 
on  the  weft  this  laft  county  and  Cheftiire. 
The  rivers  Merfey,  Goyt,  and  Dove, 
form  almoft  the  whole  of  its  weftern  limits 
from  north  to  fouth.  The  general  figure 
of  this  county  is  triangular,  gradually 
growing  narrower  to  the  fouth,  where  it 
ends  in  a  point.  The  extreme  length  is 
fifty  miles;  the  breadth  at  the  northern 
extremity  about  thirty-eight. 
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In  Derbyfhire  terminates  the  mod  con- 
fpicuous  part  of  the  middle  chain  of  hill! 
out  of  the  north;  and  great  part  of  th< 
county  is  occupied  by  it,  particularly  th< 
northern  and  weftern  parts.  The  Peak, 
comprehending  its  north-weftern  angle,  ii 
one  of  the  moft  celebrated  of  the  moun- 
tainous regions  in  England;  for,  though  it! 
hills  do  not  foar  to  the  height  of  thofe  ir 
Cumberland,  Weftmoreland,  and  WaleSj 
nor  afford  the  romantic  beauties  of  lakes. 
cafcades,  and  hanging  woods,  yet  its  fitu- 
ation  in  a  more  central  part  of  the  ifland 
and  its  extraordinary  caverns,  perforations 
and  other  curiofities,  have  caufed  it  to  b< 
much  known  and  vifited.  The  IVonders  o 
the  Peak  have  been  defcribed  both  in  proft 
and  verfe;  but  language  has  little  powei 
to  give  adequate  ideas  of  fcenes  of  thii 
kind. 


The  mineral  prodw&s  of  this  hilly  trad! 
are  various  and  valuable.  Lead,  the  ipoll 
important  of  them,  has  been  gotten  in  great 

abundance 


i'. 
M:U' 


DERBYSHIRE.  123 

abundance  out  of  the  Derby  (hire  mines, 
but  many  of  thefe  are  now  exhaufted. 
Much  lime  is  burned  in  the  lower  Peak, 
which  is  of  the  beft  quality,  and  is  fent  to 
confiderable  diftances  on  horfes*  backs. 
Iron  ore  is  dug  chiefly  on  the  north-eaftern 
fide.  Calamine  is  found  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  lead.  Coals  are  plentiful  ia 
many  parts,  but  chiefly  on  the  eaftern  fide 
from  north  to  fouth.  Marble  is  frequent 
in  the  hills ;  and  fome  beautiful  kinds  of  it 
are  poliflied  at  the  works  at  AJhford^  The 
Derbyihire  fpars  are  uncommonly  elegattt, 
and  are  wrought  into  a  variety  of  ornamen- 
tal articles.  The  numerous  quarries  yield 
ftone  for  various  purpofes  5  among  which 
is  plenty  of  plafter-ftone,  or  gypfum,  got 
at  Cbelqfton,  fouth  of  Derby. 

The  fouthern  part  of  the  county  and 
up  to  the  middle  of  it,  efpecially  on  the 
eaftern  fide,  is,  in  general,  a  rich  and  well 
cultivated  country,  divided  between  arable 
and   pafture.      The  weftern  fide,    on  the 

banks 
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banks  of  the  Dove,  is  chiefly  devoted  to 
pafture  •,  and  much  cheefe,  made  in  thefe 
parts,  is  fent  to  London  and  other  places. 

On  the  hills  and  open  moors  of  the  Peak 
many  horned  cattle  are  bred ;  and  in  the 
fummer  large  herds  of  young  cattle  are 
driven  hither  to  feed  from  the  neighbour- 
ing counties.  A  fmall  breed  of  ftieep  are 
kept  in  great  numbers  in  the  hilly  country. 

The  principal  river  of  Derbyfliire  is  the 
Derwenty  which,  rifing  in  the  high  Peak, 
flows  dircftly  through  the  midft  of  the 
county,  dividing  it  into  two  nearly  equal 
portions;  and,  after  pafling  Derby,  empties 
itfclf  into  the  Trent  on  the  borders  of 
Leicefterfliire. 

The  Dove  holds  a  courfe  parallel  to  the 
Dervvent,  between  Staffordfliire  and  Derby- 
shire, and  alfo  terminates  in  the  Trent. 


The 
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The  Trent  itfelf  juft  croffes  the  fouthern 
angle  of  Derbyfhire,  and,  for  a  fhort  fpace, 
forms  its  reparation  from  the  counties  of 
Leicefter  and  Nottingham.  On  the  borders 
of  the  laft  it  is  joined  by  the  Erwqfh,  a 
rivulet  which  forms  a  confiderable  fhare  of 
the  eaftern  limit.  The  banks  of  the  Trent 
form  a  trad  of  very  fine  meadows.  Parallel 
to  the  courfe  of  this  river  runs  the  canal 
making  a  junction  between  it  and  the 
Merfey,  which  joins  the  Trent  at  Wilden. 
A  canal  alfo  runs  parallel  to  the  Erwafti  for 
fome  miles  thr6ugh  feveral  collieries,  and 
terminates  ih  the  Trent  not  far  from  the 
former. 

The  county  town,  Derby,  is  of  confider- 
able fize,  handfome,  and  well  inhabited. 
It  is  particularly  noted  for  its  large  filk- 
mill,  the  firft  of  the  kind  ere&ed  in  Eng- 
land, £hd  taken  from  an  Italian  model. 
Its  operations  are  to  wind,  double,  and 
tvvift'  the  filk,   fo  as  to  render  it  fit  for 

weaving. 
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weaving.  It  has  employed  many  hands  in 
the  town,  but  the  work  is  now  on  the  de- 
cline. Derby  alfo  poffeffes  a  confiderable 
manufactory  of  filk,  cotton,  and  fine  worfted 
dockings;  and  has  a  fabric  of  porcelain, 
faid  to  be  equal  or  fuperior  in  quality  to 
any  in  the  kingdom.  Several  hands  are 
employed  in  the  lapidary  and  jewellery 
branches,  and  the  work  of  this  kind  exe- 
cuted here  is  in  high  eftimation.  Derby- 
(hire  and  foreign  marbles  are  alfo  wrought 
here  into  a  variety  of  ornamental  articles. 
The  malting  trade  is  likewife  confiderable  in 
this  town.  The  Derwent  is  navigable  from 
hence  to  the  Trent.  * 


Cbejlerfield  is  the  next  confiderable  trading 
town  in  this  county.  It  has  a  manufactory 
of  worfted  and  cotton  (lockings  ;  and  alfo 
of  carpets,  but  of  fmall  extent.  Four  pot- 
teries, chiefly  for  brown  ware,  are  efta- 
blifhed  here;  and  near  the  town  are  large 
iron  foundries,   the  ore  and  coal  for .  the 

fupply 
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fupply  of  which  aFe  dug  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. Large  quantities  of  lead  are  fent 
from  Chefterfield  by  the  new  canal  cu«* 
from  this  town  to  the  Trent,  which  it  joins 
below  Gainfborough.  This  conveyance 
alfo  ferves  for  the  iron  and  other  bulky 
goods. 

AJbhortiy  on  the  Dove,  a  market  town, 
is  noted  for  its  fairs  for  cattle.  In  its  neigh- 
bourhood is  one  of  the  moft  romantic  fppts 
in  the  county,  Dove- Dale  9  where  that 
river  runs  in  a  chafm  between  precipitous 
rocks. 

At  Cromfordy  on  the  Derwent,  fome  of 
the  greateft  of  the  new  cotton -mills  have 
been  *ere£ted  by  Mr.  (now  Sir  Richard) 
Arkwright,  to  whom  this  capital  improve- 
ment of  mechanifm  is  due.,  By  theic 
means  the  branches  of  the  cotton  manufac- 
ture are  now  fpreading  in  this  county ;  and 
a  large  fupply  of  materials  is  alfo  fent  from 
them  to  the  Lancafhire  manufa&ories. 

In 
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In  that  part  of  the  Peak  which  borders 
on  Yorkfhire,  fome  woollen  cloth  is  made* 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sheffield  the 
cutlery  buliriefs  extends  into  Derbyshire. 
The  hofiery  trade  is  carried  on  extenfively 
on  the  Nottinghamfliire  border,  and  alfo 
at  Litton  near  Tidefwell. 

Several  mineral  waters  are  found  in  the 
hilly  parts  of  Derbyfhire.  Of  thefe  the 
moft  celebrated  are  the  warm  fprings  of 
Buxton,  the  temperature  of  which,  being 
lower  than  of  thofe  at  Bath,  is  extremely 
agreeable  for  bathing;  and  they  have  been 
found  of  great  ufe  in  various  cafes,  efpecially 
of  the  rheumatic  kind.  This  has  occafioned 
a  great  refort  of  company,  and  a  number" 
of  large  and  commodious  buildings,  in  a 
place  otherwife  the  moft  dreary  and  un-» 
pleafant  that  can  be  conceived. 

Matlock,  on  the  Derwent,  is  alfo  much 
frequented,  partly  on  account  of  its  bath, 
(which  is  fomewhrt  warmer  than  the  com- 
mon 
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tndn  temperature)  but  ftill  more  on  ac- 
count of  the  uncommon  beauties  of  its 
iituation* 

Kedlejlon  near  Derby  has  a  fulphureous 

•     *  •  « 

water  in  confiderable  reputation  for  fcor- 
butic  diforders  and  ulcers.  At  QuarndoH, 
in  its  neighbourhood,  is  a  fine  chalybeat 
fpring. 
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STAFFORDSHIRE. 


This  is  a  long  and  harrow  trad  of 
country  ending  in  a  point  at  the  northern . 
and  foutherh  extremities,  having  to  the 
wed  the  counties  of  Chefter  and  Salop; 
to  the  eaft  thofe  of  Derby  and  Warwick ; 
and  to  the  fouth  Worcefterfhire.  The 
rivers  Dove  and  Trent  form  a  natural 
boundary  on  the  Derbyfhire  fide  ;  on  the 
other  fides  it  has  no  remarkable  limits. 
In  length  it  extends  about  fifty-five  miles; 
its  extreme  breadth  does- not  exceed  twenty- 
four. 

The  northern  part  of  Staffordfhire,  called 
the  Moorlands,  is  a  wild  hilly  country,  re- 
sembling 
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fembling  the  adjacent  Derbyftiire.  Itt  ele- 
vation may  be  judged  of  from  the  number 
of  dreams  which  take  their  rife  in  it,  fome 
of  which  run  into  oppofite  feas.  Of  thefe 
the  principal  is  the  Trent,  which,  iflbing 
from  three  feveral  fprings  between  Congle- 
ton  and  Leek,  flows  fouthwards  through 
the  midft  of  the  county,  continually  aug- 
mented by  rills  from  the  fame  region; 
and  at  length,  having  received  the  Tame 
from  the  fouth,  acquires  a  new  dire&ion, 
and,  with  a  north-eafterly  courfe,  penetrates 
into  Derbyftiire,  juft  after  its  jun&ion  with 
the  Dove.  This  laft  river,  rifing  alfo  in  the 
Moorlands,  runs  between  the  counties  of 
Derby  and  Stafford  to  the  place  where  it 
meets  the  Trent,  having  received  from  the 
north  of  Staffordshire  the  Manyfold>  the 
Cburnet,  and  feveral  other  dreams. 

South  of  the  Trent  the  principal  rivers 
are  the  Soiv,  running  parallel  and  near  to 
that  river  tiff  it  falls  into  it  below  Stafford  ; 
and  the  Penhy  flowing  by  Penkridge  to  join 

I  z  the 
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the  Sow.  The  Stour  runs  through  :  tb9 
fouthern  angle  of  the  cdurity  in  its  courfe 
to  meet  the  Severn  in  Worcefterfhire. 

• 

The  valley  along  which  the  Trent  glides 
is  for  the  moft  part  very  fertile  and  beauti- 
ful, adorned  with  feats  and  plantations, 
and  affording  a  variety  of  beautiful  prof- 
pedb.  The  middle  and  fouthern  parts  of 
the  county  in  general  are  agreeably  diverfi- 
fied  with  wood,  pafture,  and  arable.  The. 
great  foreft  of  Can k  or  Cannock,  in  the  centre* 
once  covered  with  oaks,  is  now,  and  has 
long  been,  a  wide  naked  traft.  At  the 
fouthern  extremity  the  CUnt-bills,  Hagleyt 
and  its  neighbourhood,  are  well  known  for 
the  more  romantic  beauties  which  they 
pofiefs*  In  this  traft  the  countits  of  Staf- 
ford, Worcefter,  and  Salop,  are  ftrangely 
intermixed. 

Coal  is  abundant  in  various  parts  of 
Staffordfbire ;  particularly  in  the  moorlands 
and  the  neighbourhood  of  Netf  caftle  •  and 

alfe 
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alfo  about  Wolverhampton,  at  Bilfton  and 
Wednefbury,  whence  Birmingham  is  chiefly 
fupplied  with  its  fuel.  The  northern  and 
fouthern  parts  alfo  contain  much  iron  ore. 

This  county  has  long  been  noted,  and  is 
now  particularly  famous,  for  its  potteries ; 
the  chief  feat  of  which  is  near  Newcaftle, 
in  a  line  of  villages  extending  about  ten 
miles.  The  neighbourhood  affords  abund- 
ance of  the  moft  bulky  materials  for  this 
bufinefs,  viz.  fire-clay  and  coals;  but  their 
finer  clays  are  brought  from  Purbeck  in 
Dorfetlhire,  and  other  parts  of  that  coaft ; 
and  flints  from  the  chalk  pits  near  Gravef- 
end,  and  fome  from  Wales  and  Ireland. 
For  the  conveyance  of  thefe  they  have 
thp  benefit  of  water-carriage,  either  from 
Hull  and  Gainfborough,  by  means  of  the 
Trent,  which  communicates  with  the  fouth- 
ern extremity  of  the  grand  Staffordfhire 
canal;  or  from  Liverpool,  by  means  of 
the  Merfey,  and  the  duke  of  Bridgewater's 
navigation,  to  the  northern  extremity  of  the 

I  3  fame 
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fame  canal.  The  manufactured  goods  are 
fent  away  by  the  fame  conveyances.  The 
perfe&ion  to  which  this  manufacture  has 
been  brought,  and  the  great  elegance  of 
the  ufeful  and  ornamental  articles  of  which 
it  confifts,  have  rendered  it  a  very  impor- 
tant objeft  of  commerce,  both  foreign  and 
domeftic. 

Some  iron  works  are  eftabliflied  in  the 

^ 

neighbourhood  of  Newcaftle. 

The  fouthern  extremity  of  the  county  i% 
enlivened  by  various  branches  of  the  hard- 
ware manufa&ure,  in  which  it  participates 
with  the  neighbouring  Birmingham.  fVal* 
fall,  Dudley ,  and  Wolverhampton,  are  con- 
cerned in  this  trade.  .  The  latter  is  a 
confiderable  town,  which  has  been  long 
famous  for  its  lock  manufa&ory,  and  now 
makes  a  great  quantity  of  the  japanned 
ware. 
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The  trade  of  this  county  is  in  a  peculiar 
^manner  afiifted  by  die  g&nd  fyftftra  of 
canal  pavigation,  of  which  it  is,  ^s  it  were, 
the  centre,  &nd  which  is  tarried  though 
its  whole  length.  The  grand  trUnb,  as  it 
has  been  ingenioufly  termed,  enters  thfc 
north  of  the  county  from  Chdhire,  afrd> 
after  piercing  Harecaftie-hill,  by  a  fub- 
terraneous  paffage  of  a  mile  a»d  a  httlf  in 
length,  paffes  through  the  pdttfcrie*>  afid 
thence  fouth  wards  &cfO&  the  Tffcttt  tf- 
moft  to  Litchfleldj  from  Whfchefe  it  tufrts 
lhort  over  the  Trent  again*  artddverthe 
Pove,  in  its  way  to  mix  with  tbi  Trent 
at  Wilden-ferry.  Fi#m  the  neighbourhood 
of  Stafford  it  fends  off  a  brthth,'  Which  tuns 
dire&fy  fonthward*  bf  Pfcrtkridge,  ahd  nMr 
Wolverhampton,  to  join  the  Severn  neajr 
Kidderminfter.  With  this  a  canal  from 
Birmingham  and  another  froth  Stour- 
bridge communicate.  Thus  the  great 
ports  of  Bridal,  Liverpool*  ahd  rfull,  are 
all  acceffibli  to  the  Various  ptpdudti  arid 
manufa&utt*  of  StaffordlhiW. 

1 4  Stafford, 
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Stafford,  the  county  town,  is  of  moderate 
fi2e,  and  has  little  concern  with  trade. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  Litchfield,  which 
unites  with  Coventry  in  forming  a  bifhop's 
fee.  It  is  a  neat  and  well-built  place,  and 
has  a  fine  cathedral. 

Burton  upon  the  Trent  is  well  known 
for  the  excellence  of  its  malt  liquor,  great 
quantities  of  which  are  fent  down  the  river 
(which  is  navigable  fo  far)  to  Hull,  and 
exported  to  other  parts  of  the  kingdom 
?nd  abroad, 

Newcaftle,  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of 
under  l>ine,  has  a  large  manufactory  of  hats. 

Leek ,  in  the  Moorlands,  has  a  {hare  in 
the  filk  and  twifl  button  trade, 

On  the  weftern  border  of  the  county,  near 
Drayton,  is  Bhre-heath,  where  the  party  of 
York,  under  the  earl  of  Salifbury,  defeated 


STAFFORDSHIRE;  lfl 

the  Lancaftrians  commanded  by  lord 
Audley.  Queen  Margaret  beheld  the 
battle*  from  a  neighbouring  fteeple. 

Bopton-heath,  near  Stafford,  was  the 
fcene  of  a  hot  fkirmifti  in  the  civil  wars  of 
Charles  I.  in  which  the  royalifts  gained  the 
advantage,  though  with  the  lofs  of  their 
commander,  the  carl  of  Northampton, 
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The  county  of  Leiceftcr  is  bounded  oil 
the  north  by  Nottinghamftiire  and  Derby- 
fhire,  on  the  weft  by  the  latter  county 
and  Warwick&ire,  on  the  fouth  by  Nor- 
thamptonftiire,  and  on  the  eaft  by  the 
counties  of  Rutland  and  Lincoln.  Its 
limits  are  but  in  a  few  places  marked  by 
nature.  To  the  north  the  Soar  and  Trent 
form  part  of  its  boundary.  The  famous 
Roman  road  called  Watling-ftreet,  and  the 
fmall  river  Ankor,  are  its  limits  on  the  War- 
wickfhire  fide;  and  the  rivers  Avon  and 
Welland  feparate  it  from  Northamptonlhire. 
Its  fliape  has  been  not  unaptly  compared  to 

that 
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(that  of  a  ihoulder  of  mutton  with  the  (hank 
cut  off.  Its  greateft  length  is  about  thirty- 
five  miles,  and  its  greateft  breadth  near 
forty- five. 

The  principal  river  of  Leicefterfhire  is 
jthe  Soar,  which,  riling  in  the  fouth-weftern 
border,  runs  to  Leicefter,  after  which  it 
receives  the  fVreke  from  the  north-eaft,  and 
then  turns  to  Mount-fpar-hill  and  Lough- 
borough, watering  in  its  courfe  meadows 
pf  uncommon  beauty  and  fertility,  till  it 
falls  into  the  Trent  nojgfar  from  Cavendifhr 
bridge. 

The  foil  of  this  county  is,  for  the  moft 
J>art,  ftrong  and  ftiff,  cornpofed  of  clay  and 
marl :  hence  it  affords  great  quantities  of 
rich  grazing  land,  and  is  peculiarly  fitted 
for  the  culture  of  beans ;  for  which  it  is 
proverbially  noted.  The  furface  is  in  moft 
parts  varied  and  uneven.  Towards  the 
north-weft  the  Bardon-hitts  rife  to  a  confider- 
able  height;  and  in  their  neighbourhood 

lies 
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lies  Charmvood  or  Charley- for  eft,  a  rough  and 
open  traft.  Further  to  the  north-weft  are 
valuable  coal  mines,  which  fupply  the 
country  round  to  a  great  diftance. . 

* 
The  north-eaftern  part  feeds  great  num- 
bers of  fheep,  a  principal  article  of  the 
wealth  of  its  inhabitants.  The  Leicefter- 
Ihire  iheep  are  of  very  large  fize,  without 
horns,  and  clothed  with  thick  long  flakes 
of  foft  wool,  particularly  fit  for  the  worfted 
manufaftures.  Of  thefe  the  Poet  of  the  Fleecy 
thus  fpeaks :  • 


Need  we  the  level  greens  of  Lincoln  note, 
Or  rich  Leiceftria's  marly  plains,  for  length 
Of  whitefi  locks,  and  magnitude  of  fleece 
Peculiar ;  envy  of  the  neighboring  realms. 

Dteiu 


The  eaftern  and  fouth-eaftern  part  of 
the  county  is  a  rich  grazing  traft,  which 
breeds  numbers  of  cattle  of  large  iize,  to 

fupply 
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flipply  the  London  and  other  markets* 
This  county,  indeed,  has  long  been  famous 
for  its  large  black  horfes  and  horned  cattle, 
as  well  as  its  fheep ;  and  its  reputation  has 
lately  been  much  extended  by  the  great 
ftill  and  attention  of  Mr.  Bakewell,  at  Dijhley, 
near  Loughborough,  who  has  bred  every 
fpecies  of  domeftic  quadruped  to  the  utmoft 
perfedion  of  form  and  fize. 

Much  cheefe  is  made  in  the  weftern  fide 
df  the  coQnty,  about  Leicefier-foreji ,  and  in 
fome  othfer  parts. 

This  is  fo  much  of  a  farfning  country, 
that  manufa&ures  have  iiot  made  much 
progrefs  in  it,  except  one,  conne&ed  with 
its  great  produdt  of  wool,  the  flocking 
trade*  The  chief  feat  of  this  is  at  the 
county-town. 

Leicefter,  a  place  of  great  ahtiquitjr,  but 

much  fallen  off  from  its  former  magnitude 
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and  importance.  It  fuffcred  much  int 
various  civil  commotions  of  this  kingdoi 
and  in  thofe  under  Charles  I.  was  ftonn 
by  the  royalifts  with  considerable  flaught 
It  is  Hill  a  populous,  but  by  no  mean 
handfome,  town.  The  combing  and  fpi 
ing  of  wool  into  worfted,  and  manufi 
turing  it  into  ftockings  and  other  hofie 
articles,  is  the  chief  bufinefi  of  Leicef 
and  its  neighbourhood.  The  goods  : 
chiefly  of  the  coarfe  kinds,  and  arc  par 
taken  off  by  home  confumption,  par 
exported.  They  are  conveyed  away 
land  carriage.  In  thefe  manufactures  t 
Leicefterfhire  wool  is  in  part  confurno 
the  remainder  is  fent  into  Yorkshire  1 
making  woollen  fluffs.  The  trade  of  Li 
cefter  is  nearly  stationary ;  which  may 
a  good  deal,  imputed  to  the  want  of  tfe 
fpirit  of  improvement  which  has  fo  mm 
advanced  many  other  trading  places. 
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tn  the  meadows  near  this  town  ire  the 
ruins  of  an  abbey,  at  which  that  great  and 
ambitious  minifter  Cardinal  Wolfey  ended 
his  life,  under  the  preffiire  of  ficknefs  and 
difgrace,  as  it  is  moft  pathetically  defcribed 
by  Shakefpeare. 

HinkUy  is  a  thriving  town,  which  has  been 
greatly  increafed  of  late  years  by  the  hofierjr 
bufinefs. 

Loughborough  participates  in  the  fame 
trade.  It  has  the  advantage  of  a  canal  to 
the  Trent. 

Lutterworth,  a  fmall  market  town,  is 
memorable  for  having  been  the  refidence 
of  the  great  Englifh  reformer  Wickliffe* 
who  diffufed  his  opinions  widely  in  thefe 
parts. 

Melton-Mowbray  has  a  great  market  for 
cattle.  The  fine  cheefe  called  Stilton  is 
chiefly  made  in  its  neighbourhood. 

8  Near 
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Near  Market-Bojworth  is  the  field  of 
battle  where  the  bloody  Richard  III.  loft 
his  crown  and  life  together,  valiantly  fight- 
ing againft  the  earl  of  Richmond,  after* 
wards  Henry  VII. 
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This  fmall  county,  the  lead  in  England, 
encircled  by  the  counties  of  Lincoln,  Leicef- 
ter,  and  Northampton,  and  feeming  as  if 
it  were  cut  out  of  the  two  former,  is  of 
a  roundilh  figure ;  in  length  fourteen  or 
fifteen  miles,  and  in  breadth  ten  or  twelve. 
It  is  fuppofed  to  have  received  its  name 
from  the  red  colour  of  the  foil,  which,  in 
fome  parts,  is  a  fort  of  ruddle,  ftaining  the 
fleeces  of  the  fheep, 

Rutland  is  bleft  with  a  pure  air  and  a 
fertile  foil,  and  is  beautifully  varied  in  its 
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furface  with  gentle  fwells  and  depreffiom. 
It  abounds  in  clear  foft  fprings,  gufhing 
from  the  fides  of  the  hills.  Its  produfts  arc 
chiefly  corn  and  fheep.  Some  of  the  fineft 
feed-wheat  in  the  kingdom  is  grown  in  its 
open  fields;  and  its  fitnefs  for  fheep  is 
particularly  noted  by  the  poet  Dyer,  when 
enumerating  the  moft  FaTourable  {pots  for 
this  animal : 


fuch  the  clover'd  lawns 


And  funny  mounts  of  beauteous  Normanton, 
Health's  cheerful  haunt,  and  thfc  fele&ed  walk 
Of  Heathcote's  leifure.  Flbece. 


The  more  antient  poet,  Drayton,  cele- 
brates this  county  as  containing  in  its  final! 
compafs  three  objects  of  great  beauty  aad 
utility. 

Small  {hire  that  can  produce  to  thy  proportion  good 
One  vale  of  fpecial  naine,  one  foreft,  ftnddheitoaL 


The 
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The  vale  is  that  rich  one  of  (ktmofe, 
tunning  from  the  weflern  fide  to  the  centra 
of  the  county,  and  comprehending  the 
county, town,  Qkeham,  It  15  croffed  by 
the  little  river  Qugjh^  or  fftyb, .which,  riling 
in  Leicefterfture,  winds  through  the  midft 
of  Rutlandfhire,  and  joins  the  Welland  a 
little  below  Stamford.  This  latter  river 
wafhes  the  fouth-eaftern  fide  of  the  county, 
feparating  it  from  Northamptonfhire. 

The  fouth-weftern  part  was  formerly  en- 
tirely occupied  by  the  foreft  of  Lijfield,  part 
of  which  ftill  remains  in  its  original  ftate* 
and  is  docked  with  deer. 

Two  market  towns  are  all  that  this  little 
province  pofleffes,  Okeham  and  Uppingham ; 
the  former  the  county  -  town ;  but  the 
latter  reckoned  to  have  the  beft  market. 
Neither  of  them  is  confiderable  for  trade 
or  populoufnefs. 

$  2  This 


At  Kettoti,  near  Stamford,  are 
quarries  of  limeftone,  which  fupp! 
county  round  with  that  article 
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The,  county  of  Northampton,  lying  ob- 
liquejy  acrpfs  the  middle  of  England,  is  in 
contact  with  more  furrounding  ones  than 
any  other  ^in  the  kingdom.  To  the  north 
and  north-weft  it  has  the  counties  of  Lincoln, 
Rudand,  .and  Leicefter ;  from  the  two  for- 
mer  and  part  of  the  latter  of  which  it  is  fe- 
parafed  by  the  river  Welland;  to  the  weft 
it  has  Warwickshire;  to  the  fouth  Oxford- 
Xhire  and  Buckinghamshire ;  to  the  eaft 
jpedfordlhire  and  Huntingdonlhire,  with  a 
fmall  point  of  Cambridgeshire.  The  posi- 
tion of  this  county  is  from  fouth-weSl  to 
north-eaft,  and  it  ftretches  in  this  dire&ion 
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the  length  of  fixty  miles.  Its  greated 
breadth  is  only  about  twenty  miles,  and 
it  goes  on  narrowing  as  it  proceeds  north- 
wards. 

Northamptonfhire  is  in  a  manner  pro- 
verbially regarded  as  a  fine  and  pkafant 
county,  which  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the 
number  of  noblemen's  and  gentlemen's 
feats  contained  in  it.  Its  greateft  defeft  is 
the  fcarcity  of  fuel,  a  neceflafy  of  life  but 
fcantily  fupplied  by  its  woods*  which,  like 
thofe  in  all  other  parts  of  the?  kingdom, 
have  been  much  diminilhed  by  agriculture. 
Yet  it  ftill  poffeffes  fome  not  inconfidefablc 
remains  of  its  old  forefts,  particularly  thofc 
of  Rockingham  in  the  north- wdft,  and  of 
Salcey  and  Whittlebwry  in  the  fouth*  Ih  this 
laft,  that  fierceft  of  Britifh  animals  of  prey, 
the  wild  cat,  is  ftill  found.  Many  firiaUer 
woods  are  interfperfed  throughout  the 
county. 


The 


The  higheft.  ground  ia  NorthamptQfiflfirft: 
is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Daventry,  whsrs  * 
the  Men  and  Cherwell,  which  flow  into  th$ 
eaftern  fea,  and  the  Learn,  whkji  flows  bto 
the  weftern,  rife  within  a  finall  compafs. 
A  little  further  northwards  the  Av.Qfc  jand 
Welland,  running  into  oppofite  feas, 
faring  near  each  other.  About  Toweefter, 
in  the  fotfth,  the  country  is  alfo  hilly,  and 
the  foil  intermixed  with  clay  and  a  fort  of 
coarfe  grit-ftone. 

The  principal  fiver  of  Northamptonshire 
is  the  Nine,  or  Ntny  which,  rifing  in  the  weft, 
flows  fir  ft  acrofs  the  county  to  the  eaftern 
fide,  and  then,  turning  more  northward, 
accompanies  the  whole  remaining  length  of 
it.  From  Northampton  it  is  tpade  navi- 
gable, and  thp$  gives  admiflion,  though 
at  a  dear  rate,  to  the  fea?coal  which  is  fo 
much  warned  in  this  county.  It  receives 
many  fmall  (breams  rifing  from  the  north- 
weftern  fide ;  and  at  Peterborough  leaves  Jihia 
county  in  its  progrefs  acrofs  the  ille  of  JJty 

-  K  4  to 


I52  ENGLAND   DELINEATED. 

to  join  the  fea  in  Lincolnfhire.  This  ex- 
treme point  of  Northamptonihire,  furround- 
ed  and  interfered  by  rivers,  is  very  liable 
to  inundations,  and  forms  the  commence- 
ment of  the  fenny  trad  which  extends  to 
the  Lincolnfhire  Wafties. 

The  Oufe  juft  touches  on  the  fouth-eaftern 
corner  of  the  county,  forming  a  trad  of 
rich  meadows  about  Stony  Stratford, 

The  produ&s  of  Northamptonihire  are 
in  general  the  fame  with  thofe  of  other 
farming  countries.  It  is,  indeed,  peculiarly 
celebrated  for  grazing  land;  that  txi& 
efpecially  lying  from  Northampton  north* 
wards  to  the  Leicefterftiire  border.  Horned 
cattle  and  other  animals  are  here  fed  to  ex- 
traordinary fizes,  and  many  horfes  of  the 
large  black  breed  are  reared.  Woad  for 
the  dyers  is  cultivated  in  this  part.  Much 
of  the  arable  in  this  county  is  ftill  open- 
field  land :  and  many  fheep  are  fed  on  the 
high  grounds. 

Northamptonihire 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE,  I5J 

Northamptonfhire  is  not  eminent  for 
manufactures,  nor  are  its  towns  remarkable 
for  fize  or  opulence.  • 

Northampton,:^  capital,  is  a  bandfome 
well-built  town,  in  a  very  healthy  fituatioiv 
Its  principal  manufa&ory  is  that  ofc  boots 
and  lhoes,  of  which  many  are  made  here, 
and  in  other  parts  of  th$  county,  for  ex- 
portation*  Thef  horfe  fairs  of  this  place 
are  greatly  reforted  to.  In  the  meadows 
below  the  town  was  fought  in  1460  a  battle 
between  the  forces  of  Henry  VI.  and  the 
Yorkifts,  in  which  the  fprmer  were  defeat- 
ed, and  the  king  made  prifoner.  Not 
far  from  Northampton  is  a  fine  gothic 
edifice  called  f^ueeris  crofs,  ere&ed  by  king 
Edward  I.:  to  the  memory  of  his  beloved 
queen  Eleanor. 

Daventry  has  a  confiderable  mapufa&cwy 
of  whips- and  filk  {lockings. 


Wellingborough 
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IVcllingborough  does  much  bufincfs  in  tk< 
boot  and  fhoe' manufacture/ and  the  ho 

!•  trade. 

The  principal  employment  of  Kettering 
is  the  fpinning  of  jerfcy  and  fome  lace 

making. 
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Thrafjlon  and  Oundk  on  the  Nen  have  \ 
(hare  in  the  impbrt  and  export  trade  of  tha 
Hr:,:l  river. 

j  f|:'  The  city  of  Peterborough  ia  6f  fmall  fizc 

but  well  built;   and  poffefles  a   fine  olc 
cathedral.    It  has  a  trade  in  -corn,  coals 
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and  timber. 
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Fotberingay-aijlle  near'Oundle  is  noted  a 
the  laft  place  of  confinement^  and  at  length. 
of  the  execution,  of  Mary  queen  of  Scots 
who,  in  1586,  fuffered  here,  with  the  great 
eft  conftancy,  the  death  to  which  (he  wai 
moft  unjuftly  fentcnced. 
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But  tbe  mod  important  event  which 
happened  in  this  county  was  the  decifive 
battle  fought  in  1645  at  Nafeby,  near  the 
borders  of  Leicefterfture,  between  Charles  If 
and  the  Parliament  army  commanded 
by  Fairfax,  which  terminated  in  the  total 
defeat*  and  confequent  ruin  of  that  unfor^ 
tunate  king. 


WARWICKSHIRE. 


156  ENGLAND    DELINEATE*** 


WARWICKSHIRE, 


This  county,  of  an  irregularly  oval  figure, 
terminating  in  a  point  at  the  north  and 
fouth,  is  bordered  upon  almoft  equally 
by  fix  counties,  viz.  Staffordfhire,  Wor- 
cefterfhire,  and  Gloucefterfhire,  on  the 
weftern  fide  from  north  to  fouth;  and 
Leicefterfhtre,  Northamptonfhire,  and  Ox» 
fordfhire,  on  the  eaftern  fide  in  the  fame 
order.  Its  length,  from  the  northern  to 
the  fouthern  extremity,  is  almoft  fifty 
miles;  its  breadth,  acrofs  the  middle,  thirty- 
two.  In  fituation  it  is  the  mod  central  in 
the  kingdom. 

The 
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The  river  Avon,  croffing  Warwickfliire  in 
a  very  meandering  courfe  from  the  eaft  to 
the  fouth-weft,  divides  it  into  two  portions; 
of  which  the  northern*  and  largeft,  was 
anciently  alriioft  an  entire  foreft;  while  thfc 
fouthern  Was  a  champaign  and  cultivated 
country. 

The  woodlarid  divifiori,  though '  ndw, 
for  the  mod  part,  cleared  and  cultivated, 
flill  retains  fomewhat  of  its  wild  charafter^ 
being  interfperfed  with  wide  heaths  and 
moors,  arid  fprinkled  with  woods,  A  large 
traft  of  it  bears  the  noted  foreft-natne  of 
Arden.  The  northern  part  has  a  gravelly 
foil ;  but  this  changes  to  clay  on  advancing 
towards  the  middle.  The  principal  ftreaiii 
1  in  the  north  of  this  county  is  the  Tame, 
which,  coming  out  of  Staffordftiire,  makefc 
a  fweep  acrofs  a  corner  of  Warwickfliire; 
and,  after  receiving  feveral  of  its  rivulets, 
and,  among  the  reft,  the  Ankor  at  Tarn- 
worth,  returns  at  that  town  into  Stafford - 
(hire.    Much  cheefe  of  a  good  kind  is 
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made  in  this  northern  part  of  the  county; 
and  it  contains  coal  and  limeftone* 

The  fouthern  portion,  formerly  called 
the  Feldortj  is  a  trad:  of  great  fertility,  and 
Very  produdtive  of  corn.     Its  chief  river  if 

the  Learn,  which  joins  the  Avon  near 
Warwick.  Dunfmore-heath,  between  thefe 
two  rivers*  now  moftly  enclofed,  is  the 
Fcene  of  fome  of  the  fabulous  llories  related 
of  the  famous  Guy  earl  of  Warwick. 

On  the  borders  of  Oxfordfliire  is  a  low 
ridge  called  the  Edge-hills.  Here  was 
fought  in  1 642  the  firft  pitched  battle  be- 
tween the  forces  of  Charles  I.  and  the  Par- 
liament, the  event  of  which  was  indeciiive, 
each  party  claiming  the  vi&ory.  Beneath 
this  ridge  lies  the  fruitful  vale  of  Red-Jwrfi, 
extending  up  into  Warwickfhire.  On  the 
Northamptonshire  border  are  foqae  (beep 
paftures  of  excellent  quality. 
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Warwick,  the  capital  of.  the  county,  is 
an  ancient  and  neat  town,  fituatcd  upon  a 
rocky  eminence  above  the  A  yon,  and 
crowned  with  a  fine  caftle  of  the  earls  of 
Warwick,  ftill  inhabited.  ,  It  is  not  a  place 
of  trade* 

The  city  of  Coventry,  a  joint  bifhop's 
fee  with  Litchfield,  is  a  large  and  populous 
place,  frequently  mentioned  in  Englift* 
hiftory.  It  had  very  early  a  great  trade  in 
various  articles  of  manufafture;  as  cloths, 
fluffs,  thread,  &c.  At  prefent  the  princi- 
pal branch  is  that  of  filk  ribbons,  which 
employs  a  number  of  hands.  The  goods 
are  fent  to  London  by  waggons.  Some 
gauzes  are,  befides,  made  here,  and  fome 
camlets  and  ladings.  The  buildings  of 
this  city  are  in  general  mean  aod  ancient, 
and  its  ftreets  narrow.  Here  is  the  head  of 
a  canal,  intended  to  join  the  Staffofdfhire 
grand  trunk  wkh  the  Thames  at  Oxford. 
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Nun  Eaton,  to  the  north  of  Covenfrjr, 
partakes  with  it  in  the  ribbon  manufactory* 

i 

But  this  county  ddrives  its  principal  con- 
fequence,  as  a  commercial  One,  frotnthc 
town  of  Birmingham,  fituated  in  a  cornef 
of  its  north-weftern  fide.  For  a  confider- 
able  period  its  hardware  marttifadtures  have 
beeh  noted;  but  of  late  years,  by  great 
additions  to  its  trade  from  a  vaft  variety  of 
ufeful  and  ornamental  articles,  fuch  as 
metal  buttons,  buckles,  plated  goods  of 
all  kinds,  japanned  and  paper  ware,  &c. 
it  has  rifen  to  be  fuperior  in  populoufoefs 
to  any  of  the  other  modern  trading  towns 
in  England,  and  has  filled  the  furrounding 
country  with  induftrious  inhabitants.  It  is 
plentifully  fupplied  with  that  important 
article  coals,  by  means  of  a  canal  to 
Wednefbury  in  Staffordfhire ;  and  it  has  a 
communication  with  the  great  trunk  from 
the  Trent  to  the  Severn,  by  means  of  a 
branch  pafling  by  Wolverhampton.  The 
Birmingham  goods  are  difperfed  about  the 

kingdom, 


jkiftgdora,  but  chiefly  fent  to  London  by 
land  carriage;  Thcyam  exported  in  great 
qtiantities  tb  foreign  countries,  where,  in 
point  of  chtsipmcCt  and  ftiow  united,  they 
ate  unrivalled ;  fo  that  Birmingham  is  be- 
come, according  to  the  ernphatical  eXpref- 
fion  of  a  great  orator,  the  toyjhop  of  Europe. 

The  improved  fleam  engines  made  here 
by  Meffrs.  Bolton  and  Watt  deferve,  how- 
ever, to  rank  higher  than  toys  aAong  the 
ptodudtions  of  human  ingenuity.  Their 
application  to  various  mechanical  purpofes, 
and  particularly  to  the  draining  of  mines 
which  were  before  entirely  overpowered  by 
water*  places  them  among  the  moft  valuable 
inventions  of  the  age. 

The  town  of  Stratford  upon  Avon  has  ob- 
tained fame  on  a  very  different  ground;  for 
here,  the  pride  of  Englishmen  and  delight 
of  the  theatre, 

■■  fweeteft  Shaketyear,  fancy's  child, 
Warbled  his  native  wood-notes  wild. 
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Kenekzorth  Cqftle,  betwixt  Warwic 
Coventry,  was  the  fcene  of  great  m 
cence  in  the  reign  of  queen  EHzabetl 
was  here  entertained  with  all  the  fpl< 
the  age  could  afford,  by  her  fav 
Dudley  earl  of  Leicefter; 
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Worcestershire* 


Triis  county  is  bounded  on  the  ftortfi 
by  thofe  of  Salop  and  Stafford ;  on  the  weft 
by  Herefordfhire ;  oh  the  fouth  by  Glou- 
cefterfhire ;  and  on  the  eaft  by  Warwick- 
ihire.  Its  figure  is  very  irregular ;  and  it 
is  remarkable  for  having  feVertl  detached 
portions  fpririkled  about  the  neighbouring 
counties ;  a  confequence,  probably,  of  its 
having  no  natural  boundaries*  It9  meafure* 
ments,  on  this  account,  can  fcarcdy  be 
Hated  \  but  the  greateft  length  may  be 
about  thirty  miles,  and  breadth  about 
twenty* 

L  i  The 


*  Another  vale  of  jreaf  fetiie,  for  JGejctiJtity. 
and  beauty  is  that  of  Eve/ham,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Avon,-  which  flows  along  the 
(buth-eaftern  part  of  the  county  in  its  .courfe 
%p  meet  the  Severn.  Refides  the  ufyaj 
pbje£U  of  agriculture^  great  qu^f  tides -of 
jgjarden-ftuff  are  here  grpwn,  apd.  %it  M? 
the  towns  ground  W-a  ooafider^ble  ,diOwc«u 
I9  this  vaie  fell  Simoo  de  Mojufoct^  with, 
K\$ny  of  his  party,  underlie  :ar^s^fpr,wjc 
£dwardfi>n  af  HeorylJL  intheMaroBi  yw 
againft  that  &ng. 

-*  ... 

The  produQ*  of  Worcefterfhice,  besides 

tfee  tcoraaoop  ones  of  ^ro  and  cattle,  are 

fitoe  wjooI,    heps,  cycler  .and   perry:   the 

latter,  efpecially,   is  in  gr-e^t   refutation. 

A  large  quantity  of  the  whiteft  fait  is  made 

from  the  brine  fprhags  at  Bmitwieb>  *nd 

fent  to  Briftai  and   other  places*      The 

Severn,  in  this  county -and  Gloucefterfhire, 

abounds  with  lampreys,  which  by  fome -are 

piuch  valued  as  a  delicacy.  In  the  Malvern 

frills  a  fpring  rifes,  of  uncommon  purity, 

\>  3  which 
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which  is  much  reforted  to  in  fcrofulous  and 
fcorbutic  cafes. 


The  capital,   WorceJkr9    fcatcd  cm  tk 
|  Severn,  is  a  large  and  handfome  city,  in- 

habited by  many  gentry,  and  alfo  carjryinj 
r ;  on  a  confiderable  trade  in  the  p^an^feAiw 

of  woollen  fluffs  and  gloves.  It  has  lib- 
wife  a  manufadory  of  elegant  china-wiit 
Here  Cromwell,  in  1651,  obtained  what  hi 
called  his  crowning  vidory  over  the  Scotd 
army,  which  had  marched  into  Englffi 
j  for  the  purpofe  of  placing  Charles  II.  a 

the  throne.  It  was  after  this  defeat  tha 
the  unfortunate  prince  underwent  fad 
fatigues  and  romantic  hazards  in  efcapb 
from  his  enemies. 

Dudley,  which,  though  enclofed  in  So 
fordfhire,  is  under  the  jurifiii&ion  of  d 
county,   partakes  in  the  hardware  man 

fadures. 
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1  Stourbridge;  in  its  neighbourhood,  upon 
the  river  Stouiy  is  noted  for  its  glafs  and 
iron  works. 

.  Kidderminfiefy  on  the  fame  river,  13 
the  principal  manufacturing  place  in  this 
county.  Its  former  trade  of  fluffs  has 
much  declined,  on  account  of  the  rivallhip 
of  the  cottons;  but  the  carpet  manufa&ory 
has  greatly  increafed;  and  this  town  is  the 
firft  market  in  England  for  pile  or  plufh 
carpets,  which,  for  beauty  of  colours  and  , 
patterns,  exceed  any  other.  Thefe  are  fre- 
quently called  Wilton,  from  having  been 
firft  made  at  "that  town;  but  at  prefent,  by 
much  the  greater  part,  are  made  at  Kidder- 
minfter.  The  worfted-fhag  trade  has  alfo 
been  introduced  here,  and  employs  a  good 
many  looms.  The  goods  go  chiefly  to 
Portugal;  and  their  carriage  has  been 
much  facilitated  by  the  late  canal  commu- 
nications; 


L  4  Stour-fort, 
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Slour-port,  near  Kiddermfofter, 
the  Staffordfhire  and  Worpeftcrflii 
joins  the  Severn,  is  a  new  creatio 
from  a  plain  field,  is  become  in  a  f< 
a  thriving  and  very  bufy  centre  of 
water  carriage. 
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Stour-port,  near  Kidderminfter,  wBere 
the  Staffordshire  and  Worpefterlhire  canal 
joins  the  Severn,  is  a  new  creation,  and, 
from  a  plain  field,  is  become  in  a  few  years 
&  thriving  and  very  bufy  centre  of  inland 
water  carriage. 
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This  county  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Woreefterfhire,  on  the  eaft  by  Warwick- 
shire and  Oxfordlhire,  on  the  fouth  by 
Wiltfliire  and  part  of  Somerfetfhire,  and 
pn  the  weft  by  the  counties  of  Monmouth 
and  Hereford.  It  ftretches  from  north-eaft 
to  fouth-weft  to  the  extent  of  more  than 
fixty  miles;  but  never  exceeds  twenty-fix 
in  breadth.  It  is  divided  into  two  unequal 
parts  by  the  Severn,  which,  entering  Glou- 
cefterlhire  a  little  above  Tewkefbury,  and 
joined  by  the  current  of  the  Avon,  haftens 
to  diffufe  fertility  over  the  fpacious  vale 
|:hrough  which  it  Jlows. 

The 
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The  lower  part  of  its  weftern  boundary 
(remarkable  for  the  pt&urefque  fcenery  of 
its  borders)  is  formed  by  the  Wye,  which, 
reaching  this  county  a  little  below  Rofs 
in  Herefordfhire,  feparates  it  for  the 
reft  of  its  progrefs  from  the  county  of 
Monmouth* 

Its  fouth-weftern  extremity  is  divided 
from  Somerfetflbire  by  the  Lower  Avon,  which, 
though  unequal  to  the  Warwickshire  Avon 
in  the  beauty  of  its  ftream,  runs  between 
more  romantic  banks,  and  forces  its  paflage 
to  the  fea,  through  St.  Vincent's  rocks, 
below  the  city  of  Briftol.  The  rides  from 
J5t.  George's  Channel,  meeting  with  the 
powerful  tides  from  the  Atlantic,  enter  the 
mouths  of  the  Severn  and  his  tributary 
ftreams  with  a  rapid  influx;  and,  rolling 
on  with  a  lofty  head,  received  from  our 
carlieft  hiftorians  the  name  of  the  Hygra^ 
Of  thefe  rivers,  the  Severn  and  the  Wye 
abound  with  excellent  falmon*  which,  by 

means 
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means  of  the  flying  coaches,  find  a  ready 
pafiport  to  tjie  markets  of  the  metropolis. 

Q loucefterfhire  is  naturally  divided  into 
three  longitudinal  ftripes,  or  diftrifts,  which 
differ  materially  from  each  other, 

The  eaftern  ftripe,  which  is  much  the 
wideft,  is  called  the  Cotejwold.  This  is  a 
long  tradt  of  high  ground,  for  the  moft  part 
bleak  and  bare,  yet  affording  in  many 
places  a  fhort  fine  grafs,  for  the  feed  of 
fheep,  and  at  prefent  principally  devoted 
to  the  growth  of  corn? 

* 

High  Cotefwold  alio  'mong  the  fliepherd  fwains 
Is  oft  remember'd,  though  the  greedy  plough 
freys  on  its  carpet*  Ft  it  cu 

The  fides  of  this  long  range  are  ex- 
tremely beautiful  as  they  fink  into  the  vale, 
from  the  hills  of  Stinchcomb  and  Nibky  in 
the  fouth,  to  that  of  Bredon  in  the  north, 
4  whfd* 
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which   has    been    celebrated    in    ancient 
rhyme* 

The  middle  ftripe  is  the  fpaeious  and 
estenfive  vale  bordering  on  the  Severn, 
whofe  ferule  paftures  furniftl  the  kingdom 
with  that  cheefe  for  which  the  county  is 
j-uftly  famous.  This  vale,  communicating 
with  that  of  Evejbam  of  more  contracted 
dimenfions,  has  received,  for  no  afligpable 
reafon,  tlie  famp  general  title. 

The  weftern,  which  is  by  much  the 
fliorteft  diftridt,  is  wholly  varied  with  hill 
and  dale;  and  is  chiefly  occupied  b)*die 
foreft  of  Deane,  once  reckoned  the  chief 
fupport  qf  the  Englifh  navy,  and  which,  it 
is  faid,  the  Armada  was  exprefsly  cornmifc 
lioned  to  deftroy.  It  is  now  thinned  by  fre-r 
quency  of  felling,  and  narrowed  by  increafe 
of  cultivation,  though  a  few  folitary  deef 
itill  continue  to  run  wild  in  its  recefles. 

The 
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Theftaple  commodities  of  this  county  are 
ks  woollen  cloth  and  its  cheefe.  At  Durjley, 
fVottoriy  Painfwick}  Minch\n-Hamptony  and 
the  neighbourhood,  white  cloths  are  chiefly 
made  for  the  army,  and  the  Turkey  and 
India  trades,  many  of  which  are  dyed  in 
London,  but  all  in  the  piece.  The  Gloti- 
ceftcrihi re  cheefe  has  been  reckoned  the 
beft  which  the  kingdom  produces;  unlefs 
we  except  thfe  Cbeftiire,  of  which  the  com- 
parative cheaphefs  may  perhaps  be  confider- 
td  as  a  proof  of  the  inferiority.  In  botli 
thefe  articles  of  trade  the  county  is  now 
fomewhat  on  the  decline.  Its  cloth  has  been 
fuJccefsfully  rivalled  in  Yorkfhire,  and  its 
cheefe  in  North  Wiltfhirfc.-  '    ■ 

Befides  thefe  ftaple  commodities,  the 
forcfts  of  Deane  and  Kingfwood  abound  in 
mines  of  iron  and  coal ;  of  which  the  coal 
is  principally  expended  in  the  internal  con- 
fumption  of  this  and  the  neighbouring 
counties,  and  the  iron  is  hammered  out  iA 
numerous  forges,  and  manufactured  for 
7  different 
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We  next;  abroach  the  city  of  Gbuce/ltrj 
the  capital  of  th£  county,  wfeieh  has  lately 
J>een  much  improved,  and  whofe  four  pria* 
cipal  ftreets  are  admired  for  the  regularity 
of  their  jun&ion  m  the  centre  of  the  town* 
A  pin-manufadtoc^  affords  the  principal 
employment  to  the  inhabitants  of  Gloucef* 
ter.:  It  is  alfo  engaged  in  the  traffic  up4  and 
down  the  Severn. 

.  i  * 

■  4 

Still  following  the  courfe  of  the  river 
to  the  fea:,  we  leave,  about  ft  veil  miles  to 
the  eaftward*  the  town  of  Stroud*  built  oil 
the  fide  of  a  little  ftrcam,  the  properties  of 
whicft  ate  faid  to  be  peculiarly  adapted  to 
the  dying  of  fcarlet.  For  thiVreafon  iis 
banks  arfc  crowded  with  the  houfes  of 
clothiers;  and'  the  rivulet  being  itfetf  in- 

i  ^* 

considerable,  a  navigable 'c$nal  accohipa- 
nies  its  progrefs  to  the  Severn.  This  canal, 
with  great"expenfe  and  labour,  is  now  ex- 
tending to  join  the  Thames  at  Lechlade  j 
the  head  of  whofe  noble  ftream  lies  in  the 

borders 
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borders  of  this  county  about  two  miles  from 
Cirencefter,  on  the  edge  of  the  high  road 
between  that  town  and  Tetbury. 

Cirencefter  was  a  place  of  eminence  in 
former  days.       It  is  at  prefent  a  great 
thoroughfare,   and  one  of  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  towns  in  Gloucefterlhire;  though 
its  wool  market,  for  which  it  was  in  later 
times  more  peculiarly  famous,  has  gradually 
dwindled  away,,  as  the  praftice  of  buying 
up  wool  in  the  country  has  increafed.   Ad- 
joining to  this  town  is  the  extenfive  park 
of  Lord  Bathurft,  which  has  beerrtiniformly 
'mentioned  with  commendation  fince  the 
time  of  Pope,  and  has  certainly  received 
snore  than  its  due  (hare  of  celebrity. 

Tetbury  is  likewifc  a  place  of  fome  im- 
portance; but  its  market  for  the  ftaplc 
commodities  of  the  county,  wool  and  cheefe, 
lias  of  late  years  fuffered  a  gradual  decline, 
like  that  of  its  neighbour.  The  chief  or- 
nament of  Tetbury  is  its  newly- ereftecj 
"-■-"■ J  M  *  church, 
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churchy  builc  in  a  fpirited  imitation  of 
gojt)*ic  models.    : 

Advancing  nearer  to  the  Briftol  channel 
we  pafs  the  towers  of  Berkeley  Caftle,  where  t 
the  unfortunate  Edward  II.  long  harafied 
by  the  miferies  of  confinement,  was  at  length 
inhumanly  murdered.  This  is  the  direful 
event  alluded  to  by  the  prophetic  bard,  in 

The  ihrieks  of  death  thro'  Berkley's  roofs  that  ring, 
Shrieks  of  an  agonizing  khsg. 

Gray's  Ba*p, 

This  caftle  was  originally  a  nunnery  -, 
and,  in  the  times  of  fuperftition,  the  rich  vale 
abounded  in  edifices  dedicated  to  religion. 

The  great  commercial  city  of  Briftol  is 
fituated  partly  on  the  Gloucefterfhire  and 
partly  on  tfie  Somerfetftiire  fide  of  the  river 
Avon.  Its  largeft  portion  is  within  Glou* 
cefterfhire ;  but  as  the  city,  before  it  wa$ 
made  a  county  of  itfelf,  was  adjudged  tQ 
SomerCetlhire,  we  fhall  takq  notice  of  it 
.   ^    6  under 
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\mder  that  county.  The  rocks  of  St.  Vincent 
and  the  Hot  Wells  beneath  them,  however, 
belong  to  the  county  we  are  now  treating 
of.  In  the  former  are  found  thofe  native 
cryftals  fo  well  known  under  the  name  of 
Briftol  ftones.  The  latter  are  warm  fprings, 
of  great  purity,  which  have  obtained  9 
high  reputation  in  the  treatment  of  con- 
fumptive  cafes. 


M  2  *xro*»$Hi&s» 
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This  county  on  the  north  is  bounded 
by  WarWicklhire  and  Northamptonfhire, 
6n  the  weft  by  Gloucefterlhire,  on  the 
fouth  by  Berkftiire,  and  on  the  eaft  by 
Buckinghamlhire.  The  Thames  gives  it 
a  natural  limit  on  the  whole  fouthern  fide  ; 
and  indeed  the  importance  of  this  river 
is  fhown  by  no  circumftatice  more  than  its 
ferving  as  a  boundary  to  the  contiguous 
counties  on  each  fide,  for  almoft  the 
whole  of  its  courfe.  Under  the  name  of 
Thames  is  here  included  its  principal  branch, 
the  Ifis ;  for,  in  fa<5t,  the  beft  writers 
aflat  that  Ifis  is  a  mere  poetical  name, 

not 
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not  known  by  the  inhabitants  of  its  banks, 
who  uniformly  call  the  principal  river  the 
Thames,  quite  up  to  its  head.  Ifis  is  the 
ancient  name  Oufe,  common  to  fo  many 
rivers,  latinized. 

The  figure  of  this,  county  is  Angularly 
irregular,  confiding,  as  it  were>of  two  parts; 
9  broader  northern,  and  narrower  fouthern, 
with  a  ftill  naiTower  neck  between  the  two. 
The  three  counties  of  Buckingham,  Oxford, 
and  Berks,  each  of  icfelf  very  irregularly 
fhaped,  are  fo  fitted  to  each  other,  as  to 
form  together  a  pretty  regular  circular 
traft.  The  extreme  length  of  Oxfordfhire 
is  fprtyreight  miles ;  its  greateft  breadth 
twenty-Jix.  . 

■         \  ■  • 

The  fouthern  part  of  this  county,  efpeci- 
4  ally  on  the  border  of  Buckinghamshire,  is 
a  hilly,  and  woody  country,  having  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  Chiltern-hills  running 
through. .  it. .  ,  The  north-weftern  part  ot 
the  fcouijty  is   alfo  elevated   and   ftony. 

M  3  The 
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The  midjffle  if,  W  'gwtwft  ft  «ch ..^puntjrjr, 
AWtejped  fey  ^pfaettaRps  ftfeaiws^  running 
jftftnft  north  r.n  •'  fcuth,  *%<£  ^rj^sKing 
TO  tihfc  Tbamfttf  OJc  the&  ihe,  tooft 
confiderable  are^  the  ffitii  rmfh>  cpnung 
down  from  Burford  and  Witney;  the 
fawd&tt,  fto#  t^licighlxwriMiOfl^f  Chip- 
l^gtfNGitwv?  attd  the  CHefwdl^  which^ 
rifi&£  id  the  tooffi  aorAem  part  of  tha 
cwmtyy  paflfei  fianbuf y,  aad;  tff^r<^U^- 
ik^T^Avaws<rf^m«Fiy  riv<itetr,  mkses  Wit^ 

flirttoetb'dW  TWanje*;  «'  'ai*  ftiderifidcrabte 
r&fletj  wbM£  fl$wkig  iby  -"di*  tttffr  df 
Tame,  bends  round  to  meet  the-fcnagmary 
Ifis  above  Wallingford. 

Tlte!#*<&^'df!%)^d^  Chiefly 

fflflfe  common  -to3'*^  mKHand-fatrmng 
iotihtles.  :itt1rin$!;field«ebr(Ji)  ptp*  day, 
attd'other  earths;  itfefiil  fc^^rioa^  piirpbfts, 
Corit  and'rnaft  are-  tranfiiiStteid  from  it  by 
fc  •  means 
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means  of  the  Thames  to  the  metropolis.* 
Good  cheefe  is  made  in  the  grazing  j&rts.' 
The  greateft  want  in  this  county  is  that  of 
fuel ;  for,  moft  of  the  woods  with  which  if 
once  abounded  being  cut  dpwn  or  greatly 
diminifhed,  it  is  neceflafy  ta  fupply  the  de- 
ficiency of  fire- wobd  with  fea-coal',  brought 
by  a  long  and  troublefome  navigation  from 
London.  The  intended  jun&ion  of  the 
Thames  iHth  the  Trent  and  Merfey,  by  a 
canal  paffirig  through  Oxfofdmire,  will,  ii> 
fome  meafure,"  remedy  this  iricorivenience. 

■    •  ■ .  i  '.*■■.■'■  '  '    ■    - 

Tfhe  tiibA  coiifiderable  foreft  now  remain- 
hig  tiere:is  that  of  VFit&w'op'A,  between  Bur- 
fottf  a&T-Cnarlbury'.    """ 


•  i 


Thief  great  glory  of  this  county  is  itj„ 
capital,  the  city  of  Oxford,,  containing  the 
largeft  of  the  two  Englifli  univerfities ;  a 
fe#  of  learnin'g,  with  the  reputation  of  which' 
the  whole  literary  world  is  fufficiently  ac- 
quaihted.  It  confifts  of  twenty-five  colleges 
and  halls,  many  of  them  buildings  of  great 

M  4  fize 
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fize  and  magnificence*  and  very  richly  en- 
dowed. The  appearance  of  thefe  edifices, 
and  other  public  firu&ures,  fome  of  antique, 
and  others  of  modern,  atchite&ure,  difpofed 
in  the  fpacious  Greets  of  a  city  of  itfejf 
handfomely  built,  and  finely  fituated,  pro- 
duces  an  effect  Angularly  ftriking  and 
inajeftic.  -   >  • 

.:..:  .    ":  .  '  ........ ../;  .. 

*  s 

r 

"     '  •     *       !     '  i  *  -    I  ,  •  *    J     * 

Oxford  is  as:  r^pp^ped  a  fe#  of  lpyaky 
as  of  erudition;  many  of  our  kings  having 
for  a  time  refided  here,  and  fuounoned 
hither  their  parliaments.  The  unfortunate 
Charles  I.  here  held  his  court  during  the 
whQle  civil  wars,  whence  it  became.^fqrt 
of  centre  of  various  military  exploits  in. 
this  and  the  furrounding  counties.  One 
of.  thefe,  the  fkirmtfh  at  Chatgrave,  near 
Watlington,  in  1643,  xleferves  tQ.bercpm- 
ipemorated,  as  Having  C9ft  the  life  of, that 
gjreaf  patriot  John  Hampden,  whofe  firm 
refiftahce  to  the  abitrary  meafures  of  the 
court;  was  a  principal  caufe  of  the  wa,rt 

r  i 

Witney 
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Witney  is  a  populous  town,  noted  for 
its  manufactory  of  the  fined  blankets,  *nd 
'  other  thick  woollens,  Called  bear-ikins  and 
kerfeys.  For  thefe  articles  fine  wool  15 
brought  from  Herefordfhire  and  Worcef- 
terfhire,  and  coarfe  from  Lincolnfhire. 
The  goods  are  all  fent  by  land  to  London* 
The  fined  blankets  are  exported  to  Spain 
and  Portugal :  the  coarfe  "wctollens  to 
Canada  and  other  parts  of  North  America/ 

:    1  . .  ...  -  ■   ■ 

Wood/lock,  a  fmall  town  north  of  Oxford^ 
has  a  manufactory  of  ornamental  goods  in 
polifhed  ft  eel,  which  employs  a  few  hands; 
and  another  of  gloves.  It  was  formerly 
famous  for  its  royal  park,  in  the  intricate 
receffes  of  which  king  Henry  II.  concealed 
his  miftrefs,  the  fair  Rof^mond.  '  The  fpot 
is  now  no  lefs  celebrated  for  the  magnificent 
feat  of  Blenheim,  a  gift  of  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment to  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
on  account  of  his  fignal  vi&ory  over  the 
French  at  Hochftet,  or  Blenheim,  in  Ger- 
many. 

Banbury, 
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JJanbury,'  ia  the  northern  extremity  of 
ti^coutKy,  is  nojed  for  k$  malt  liquor  and 
f^cefe.  It  h*»  a  majiufa&oiy  of  worfted 
foags.  ;Nc$r  ibis,  place,  ia  1469,  the  Earl 
of  Warwick,  at  the  head  of  theLaacaflriaas, 
^kfcajtedihtYorkifts,  andisoadfc  Edward  IV. 
prifpjjer.; 


1   •  • 


1 ,  #  ■.  ■  .  >  -  ► 
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.•  M  Hvgh  or  Hook,  Norton,  ion  the?  War- 
wickfhire  bQpdjrr,Nthci%EngUth  fuftaiacd :a» 
memorable  defeat  from  the  Danes,  about 
tjlcyear  9*4!::  ^ 
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


This  county  is  contiguous  to  North* 
amptonffoire    on    the   north,   Oxfordshire 
ibp  the  Weft,    Berkihire   and  a  -poitit  of 
Surry  on  the  fouth,    and  the  counties  of 
Midcflefeat,*  Hertford „  and  Bedford,  on  the 
€zft.,/. ..Its -principal  natural  boundary  is 
the    Thames,,  which   borders    its   whole 
ibuthern  fide.     The  Coin  alio  feparates  it 
feoftiftfiddtefex;  and  other  ftrearns  take 
ttp  the :  bdiaoidary  in  different  parts.       It* 
figure  tends:  to  a  crefcenr,  but  its  outline1 
is  rendered  very  irregular  by  projections 
and  indentations.     From  the  fouth-eaflern- 
to  the  nordvweftern  extremity  it  meafures 

upwards 
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upwards  of  fifty  miles,  while  its  gceateft 
breadth  is  little  more  than  fixteen. 

The  fouthern  part  of  Buckinghamshire, 
beyond  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  is  prin- 
cipally taken  up  with  the  Chiltern-hills  and 
their  appendages,  coinpofed  of  chalk,  and 
in  various  parts  covered  with  woods.  Some 
of  its  eminences  are  of  confiderable  height, 

and  afford  fine  profpe&s, 

'  ..    . .  .j  .  ■- 
•  ..•.<• -  ■  -  -    ■-■  *  •  • 

- :  Beyond  thefe,  |;&e  rich  Vale  of  AyUJburji 
#ne  of  the  mod  fertile  tra&s.  in  the  king* 
dom,  occupies  the  middle  of  the  -county; 
and  fo  varied  country,  rifing  into  gentle 
fend-hills  on  the  Bedfordftiire  border,  ex* 
tendi.over  the  northern  part. .    .  .. :; T    ; .- 


'1 .  <• « 


-  The  river  Oufe,  entering  Buckingham-* 
(hire  on  the  weftern  fide,  and  tJben,  turning 
northwards,  croflfes,ovec  at  length:  V£*X  th£ 
northern  extremity,  marking  its  coiirfe  by 
a  trad  of  rich  meadows.  


t  *,. « k 
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Here  Ode,  flow  winding  thro9  a  level  plain 
Of  fpacious  meads  with  cattle  fprinkled  o-er, 
Conducts  the  eye  along  his  finuous  courfe 
Delighted.  Cowf£r's  Task. 

The  Tame,  rifing  in  Hertfordfliire,  crofles 
from  eafl:  to  weft  through  Aylefbury  vale, 
in  its  way  to  Oxfordfhire. 

With  refpeft  to  the  produdte  of  this 
county,  barley  is  chiefly  cultivated  in  the 
Chiltern ;  and  great  part  of  the  Vale  is  de- 
voted to  the  grazing  of  cattle  and  feeding 
of  fheep,  which  is  a  fourceof  much  opulence 
to  the  landholders.  Fine. wheat  is  grown 
in  the  uplands.  The  wood  of  the  hills, 
chiefly,  beech,  is  a  confiderablc  article  of 
profit  both  as  fuel  and  timber. 

The  manufa&ure  of  bone-lace  is  carried 
on  to  greater  extent  and  perfection  in  this 
county  than  in  any  other;  particularly  in 
the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Newport 
Fagntl)  which  is  a  fort  of  mart  for  that 

article, 
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article,  and  flourifhes  confiderably  by  its 

means* 

» 

Buckingham  is  a  decayed  place,  of  little 
confequence.  It  fliares  the  privilege  of 
holding  the  affiles  with  Aylejbury.  This 
teft  is  the  moft  populous  town  in  the 
county,  and  the  centre  of  the  bufinefs  of 
the  rich  Vale.  The  inhabitants  of  this 
place  and  neighbourhood  are  in  pofleffion 
of  the  art  of  rearing  early  ducklings,  which 
is  carried  to  fuch  an  extent*  that  it  is  (aid 
three  thoufand  pounds  have  been  received 
ait  AyleAury  for  the  fupply  of  the  London 
markets,  in  fix  weeks,  ufually  terminating 
in  March. 

The  village  of  Eton,  oppofite  to  Windfor, 
is  diftinguilhed  by  its  college,  or  public 
fchool,  founded  by  king  Henry  VI.  and 
the  greateft  inftittitiOn  of  the  kind  in  the 
kingdom. 
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This  county  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Huntingdonfhire  and  Northamptonfhke, 
en  the  weft  by  Buckinghamfhire,  on  the 
fouth  by  the  fame  county  and  that  of  Hert- 
ford, and  on  the  eaft  by  the  latter  and  that 
of  Cambridge.  Its  limits  are  very  winding 
and  irregular;  and  its  only  natural  ones  are 
the  Oufe,  for  a  fhort  fpace,  on  the  eaft  and 
weft  fides;  and  a  rivulet  on  the  fouth-weft 
border.  The  utmoft  length  of  the  county 
is  thirty -five  miles,  and  the  greateft  breadth 
about  twenty. 

The  face  of  the  country  in  Bedfordshire 
is  in  general  varied  with  fmall  hills  and 

vallies, 
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vallies,  and  affords  few  extenfivc  level 
tradts.  On  the  fouth,  the  ridge  of  chalk 
hills  rifes  to  a  considerable  height,  and 
frequently  projects  abruptly  into  the  vallies 
in  a  (hiking  manner.  Under  them  is  a 
large  trad  of  hard  fteril  land,  which  gives 
this  part  a  dreary  and  uncomfortable  ap- 
pearance. Yet  the  chalky  earth  itfelf  is 
ufed  as  a  manure  for  other  foils.  From 
the  fouth-eaftern  corner  to  the  middle  of 
the  country  runs  a  line  of  good  dairy-land, 
which  is  terminated  northwards  by  fome 
fandy  hills.  The  weftern  fide  is  for  the 
mod  part  flat  and  faridy,  and  well  culti- 
vated in  the  Norfolk  mode.  Great  quan- 
tities of  beans  are  grown  there.  The 
northern  and  eaftern  parts  have  in  general 
a  deep  foil,  which,  when  cultivated,  pro- 
duces large  crops  of  corn;  and  is  furnifhed 
with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  wood.  In- 
deed the  county  in  general  abounds  with 
parks  about  the  feats  of  noblemen  and 
gentlemen. 

The 
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The  great  river  of  the  county,  die  Oufe3 
enters  it  on  the  weft  from  Buckinghamshire^ 
and,  taking  a  very  winding  courfe  through 
fertile  meadows,  pafies  the  town  of  Bedford, 
from  which  it  becomes  navigable,  and 
makes  its  exit  into  Huntingdonfhire.  The 
ftream  of  this  river  is  remarkably  flow,  ex- 
cept in  time  of  floods,  when  it  is  liable  to 
great  inundations. 

The  Oufe  receives  mod  of  the  fmali 
ftreatns  of  Bedfordfhire,  of  which  the 
largeft  is  the  Ivel9  flowing  from  the  fouth 
by  Bigglefwade,  from  whence  it  is  naviga- 
ble to  the  Oufe. 

The  principal  produAs  of  Bedfordfhire 
are  corn  and  butter,  much  of  the  former  of 
which  is  fent  down  the  Oufe  to  Lynn,  and 
of  the  latter  goes  to  London  by  land  carri- 
age. Some  pariflies  are  famous  for  pro- 
ducing large  quantities  of  garden- fluff, 
which  fupply  the  country  round. 

N     '  The 
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The  mod  valuable  mineral  prodiift  of 
this  county  is  fuller's  earth,  a  kind  of 
mixed  clay,  of  great  ufe  in  cleanfing  wool- 
len cloth  from  all  oily  and  greafy  matters. 
It  is  dug  out  of  pits  in  the  neighbourhood 
ofWooburn*  % 

Bedfqrdfhire  partakes  lefs  than  moft 
parts  of  the  kingdom  in  the  benefits  of 
trade  and  manufa&ures.  The  poor  have 
fcarcely  any  other  employment  than  a 
little  lace-making,  chiefly  on  the  Bucking- 
hamlhire  fide,  which  goes  to  the  (hop- 
keepers  in  exchange  for  goods;  and  a 
manufacture  of  ftraw-plat  made  into  hata, 
bafkets,  and  toys,  in  and  about  Dun- 
ftable.  Some  of  thefe  hats  are  exported  to 
Holland. 

Bedford,  the  county-town,  is  an  ancient 
and  tolerably  populous  place,  which  car* 
ries  oh  a  confiderable  trade  in  coals,  tim- 
ber, malt  and  corn;  by  means  of  its  navi- 
gable 
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gable  river.  It  has  a  great  number  of 
poor  inhabitants,  invited  by  an  eftate  left 
to  the  town  within  the  precinfts  of  Lon- 
don, the  value  of  which  is  become  very 
confiderable.  Their  chief  employment  is 
lace-making. 

AmpfhiUj  a  fmall  market-town,  is  noted 
for  having  been  the  refidence  of  Catherine 
wife  of  Henry  VIII.  during  the  time  her 
unjuft  divorce  was  in  agitation.  This 
event  is  commemorated  by  the  following 
elegant  infeription  by  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  on 
a  column  where  the  old  caftle  flood :   .   :    • 

In  days  of  old,  here  Ampthill's  tow'rs  were  feen, 
The  mournful  refuge  of  an  injur'd  queen ; 
Here  flow'd  her  pure,  but  unavailing,  tears ; 
Here  blinded  zeal  fuftain'd  her  finking  years ; 
Yet  Freedom  hence  her  radiant  banner  wav'd, 
And  Love  aveng'd  a  realm  by  priefts  enflav'd  $ 
From  Catherine's  wrongs  a  nation's  blifs  was  fpread, 
And  Luther's  light  from  Henry's  lawlefs  bed. 
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LI  NC  OLNS  HIRE. 


*  # 

This  great  county,  the  third  with  ref- 
peft  to  fixe  in  the  kingdom/  is  bounded 
oft  the  north  by  Yorkftiire,  friom  which  it 
is  in  great  part  fepairated  by  the  Hitmber; 
on  the  eaft  by  the  German  Ocean,  by 
that  arm  of  tfce  fea  called  the  Wafti,  and 
by  a  part  of  Norfolk;  on  the  weft  by  the 
counties  of  Nottingham  and  Leicefter; 
and  on  the  fouth  by  thofe  of  Rutland, 
Northampton,  and  Cambridge.  Its  form 
is  oblong,  with  a  hunch  or  bow  jutting 
into  the  fea.  Its  length  is  full  feventy 
miles,  and  breadth  forty, 
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Lincolnfhire  is  divided  into  three  dif- 
trids;  tfaofe  of  Lindfey,  Kejkven,  and  Holland. 
Of  thefe,  Lindfey  is  much  the  largeft,  com- 
prehending all  the  country  from  Foflfdike 
and  the  Withan*  northwards.  It  is,  upon 
the  whole,  the  higheft  part  of  this  county, 
though  without  any  eminence  which  de- 
ferves  the  name  of  a  bill.  Towards  the 
north-eaftern  part  is  a  large  trad):  of  heathy 
land,  called  the  WoUt%  of  which  $e 
(buthern  portion  is  well  inhabited  >  but 
ithe-  northern  very  thin  of  people.  Great 
flocks  o£  (heep  are  bred  throughout  this 
tra£t.  The  north-weftem  part  of  Lindfey 
contains  the  river-ifland  of  Axbohu,  formed 
J>y  the  Trent,  Dun,  and  Idle;  a  rich  low 
traft,  in  which  much  flax  is  cultivated. 
Befides  the  SFra//,  which  firft  bounds  and 
then  croffes  a  corner  of  this  quarter,  it  has 
(he  rivulet  ofdfikani,  noted  fojr  its  fine  eel$, 
which  empties  itfelf  into  the  Humber,  and 
^as  lately  been  made  navigahle  for  Hoops 
.  gs  fa<r  a$  Glanford-bridge.  m 

N  3  The 
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The  diftrift  of  Kejteven  contains  the 
weftern  part  of  the  county,  from  the 
middle  to  the  fouthern  extremity.  It 
poffeffes  variety  of  foil ;  but  on  the  whole, 
though  intermixed  with  large  heaths,  is  a 
/mile  country.  The  principal  of  thefe 
heaths  are  thofe  of  Ancafter  and  Lincoln, 
forming  a  very  fcxtenfive  traft,  which  has 
however  been  of  late  years  in  great  part 
*  enclofed.  A  long  ridge  of  high- ground 
abruptly  bounds  at  to  the  weftward,  begin- 
ihg  near  Grantham,  and  continuing^  with 
little  interruption,  to  the  north  of  Lincoln* 
The  chief  river  of  Kefteven  is  the  Witham ; 
which,  rifing  in  the  fouth-weft  corner, 
flows  to  Lincoln;  and,  making  a  femicir- 
cular  fweep,  bends  round  to  jbiii  the  fea 
below  Bofton.  It  is  a  fhallow  ft'ream, 
abounding  greatly  in  pikes.  From  Lin- 
coln it  has  a  communication  with  the-Trent, 
by  means  of  a  navigable  canal,  •  eallfed  the 
Fojfdiie,  cut  by  king  Henry  I.  and  ftill  of 
great  ufe  in  conveying  away  the  corn,  wool, 
and  other  commodities  of  the  county. 

Parr 
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Part  of  the  fens  are  in  the  diftrift  of 
Kefteven;  but  the  much  greater  part  in 
the  remaining  and  fmaller  one  of  Holland, 
3,  country  in  nature  as  well  as  in  appellation 
fimilar  to  the  province  of  the  fame  name 
in  the  Dutch  Netherlands.  It  occupies 
the  fouth-eaftern  quarter  of  Lincolnfhire, 
being  contiguous  to  the  (hallow  inlet  of 
the  fea  called  the  Wajh.  Holland  is  divided 
into  upper  and  lower;  both  of  the  divi- 
sions entirely  confiding  of  fens  and  marfliesj 
fome  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  but  others  cut 
by  numberlefs  drains  and  canals,  and 
profled  by  raifed  caufeways.  The  lower^ 
or  fouthern,  is  the  moft  watery,  and  is 
only  preferved  from .  conftant  inundations 
\xy  vaft  banks  raifed  on  the  fea-coaft  and 
rivers.  The  air  of  thefe  tradts  is  bad  and 
unwliolefome;  and  the  water  in  general 
fo  brackilh  as  to  be  unfit  for  internal  pur- 
pofes;  whence  the  inhabitants  are  obliged 
to   make    refervoirs   of   rain   water.       In 

« 

fummer,  vaft  fwarms  of  infedb  fill  the  air 
^nd  prove  a  great  nuifance.    Yet  even  here 

N  4  induftry 


200  ENGLAND    DELINEATED. 

induftry  has  produced  comfort  and  opu- 
lence,  by  forming  excellent  pafture-laftd 
out  of  the  fwamps  and  bogs,  and  even 
making  them  capable  of  producing  large 
crops  of  corn.  The  fens,  too,  in  their 
native  ftate,  are  not  without  their  utility ; 
and  afford  various  objects  of  curiofity  to  the 
naturalift.  Thejeed?  with  tohich  their  wa- 
ters are  covered  make  the  beft  of  thatch, 
and  are  annually  harvefted  in  great  quantity 

I  M        f 

for  that  purpofe.  Prodigious  flocks  of 
geefe  are  bred  among  the  undrained  fens, 
forming  a  confiderahje  object  of  commerce, 
as  well  as  for  their  quills  and  feathers,  as 
for  the  bird  itfelf,  which,  is  driven  in 
great  numbers  to  the  London  markets. 
The  principal  decoys  in  England  "for  wild- 
ducks,  teal,  widgeon,  and  other  fowls  of 
the  duck  kind,  are  in  thefe  parts,  and 
afford  the  chief  fupplies  to  the  metropolis. 
Wild-geefe,  grebes,  godwits,  whimbrels, 
coots,  ruffs  and  reeves,  and  a  great  variety 
of  other  fpecies  of  water-fowl,  breed  here 
in  amazing  numbers,  and  obtain  plentiful 

food 
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food  from  the  fifty  pools  and  ftreams. 
Stares,  or  ftarlings,  during  winter  refort  in 
myriads  to  rooft  on  the  reeds,  breaking 
them  down  by  their  weight.  Near  Spalding 
is  the  greateft  herony  in  England,  where 
the  herons  build  together  on  high  trees, 
like  rooks.  The  avofet,  or  yelper,  dif- 
finguifhed  by  its  bill,  which  bends  upwards, 
is  found  in  great  numbers  about  Foffdike 
Waffi;  as  alfo  thofe  delicate  birds  for  the 
table,  knots  and  dottrels. 

With  refpeft  to  the  general  prod  Lifts  of 
kincolhfhire,  its  higher  grounds  yield  grain 
of  all  forts  in  great  abundance ;  and  its 
lower,  oats,  hemp,  flax,  woad,  and  other 
articles  of  culture.  But  it  is  particularly 
diftinguifhed  as  a  grazing  county,  and  is 
remarkable  for  rearing  all  kinds  of  animals 
to  the  greateft  fize  and  weight.  Its  horfes, 
horned- cattle,  and  fheep,  are  all  of  the 
largeft  breed.  The  latter  are  clothed  with 
a  long  thick  wool,  peculiarly  fitted  for  the 
Vorfted  and  coarfe  woollen  manufactures, 

of 
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trade  to  the  Baltic,  and  a  great  exportation 
of  oats  to  London.  A  navigation,  partly 
natural,  along  the  Witham,  and  partly  by 
canal,  goes,  from  hence  to  Lincoln,  at  the 
termination  of  which,  in  Boflon,  is  a  large 
and  curious  iluice.  Another  canal  is  cut 
to  Bourn*  The  tower-fteeple  of  Bofton  is 
one  of  the  moll  lofty  and  eleganrftru&ures 
of  the  kind,  and  is  a  noted  fea-mark. 
Some  of  the  belt  grazing  grounds  in. the 
county  lie  round  Bofton ;  and,  in  the  new 
enclofures  near  it,  vaft  crops  of  oats  are 
grown. 

Lincoln,  the  capital,  is  an  ancient  ill- 
built  city,  greatly  funk  from  its  former 
date,  when  it  was  one  of  the  mod  confider- 
able  places  in  the  kingdom.  Its  large 
cathedral  is  much  admired  for  its  iniide 
archite&ure,  which  is  in  the  richeft  and 
iighteft  gothic  flyle.  The  chief  trade  of 
Lincoln  is  in  coals,  brought  by  the  Trent 
and  Foffdike.  Along  the  Witham  oats 
apd  wool    are    principally   fent.      There 

is 
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is  a  fmall  manufactory  of  camlets  at  Lin- 

coin,  w 

'(•  •  •  -  . 

Qainjboroughy  on  the  Trent,  is  a  river*port 
of  fome  confequence,  being  acceffible  to 
Teffels.  of  fize  fufficient  to  navigate  the  fea. 
It  ferves  as  a  place  of  export  and  impoi* 
for  the  northern  part  of  the  county* 

i 

i 

*    •  ■         *      *       • 

Louth,  a  handfome  well-inhabited  town, 
has  a  new  navigation  by  meaas  of  it£ 
brook,  the  Lud,  to  the  fea  at  Tetney 
creek. 

- '  Stmriford,  fituated  at  the  moft  fouthern 
point  of  the  county,  is  a  large  old  town, 
which  formerly,  for  a  fhort  time,  pofleffed 
an  univerfity.  The  Welland  is  made  navi- 
gable from  hence- 

Spalding^  near  the  mouth  of  the  Welland, 

from   its   neatnefs,    and  the  canals  in  its 

fhreets,   refembles  a  Dutch  towo*      The 

river  here  is  fo  full  of  flioals,  that  barges 

*  can 
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can  only  get  up  at  fpring  tides.  Much 
hemp  and  flax  is  grown  in  its  neighbour- 
hood and  fold  in  its  market. 

Crtrwiand  exhibits  the  remains  of  a  very- 
celebrated  abbey,  founded  by  religious 
zeal  in  the  midft  of  a  fhaking  fen.  In  ge* 
neral  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  reli- 
gious edifices  of  thefe  fenny  tfafts  are  re- 
markably ftately  and  handfome  ftone  build- 
ings, though  there  is  not  a  quarry  within  the 
fpace  of.  a  great  many  miles. 

The  great  arm  of  the  fea,  called  the 
Wajhy  or  Wajhes,  is  paffable  at  low  water ; 
biit  not  without  fome  danger  from  quick- 
fands,  as  was  fatally  experienced  by  King 
John,  who,  in  the  Baron's  wars,  here  loft 
all  his  carriages  and  camp  equipage,  with 
many  men. 

Within  thefe  feven  years  great  numbers 
of  fpinning  fchools  have  been  eftablifhed  in 

the 
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the  foiithern  parts  of  Lineolnfhire  by  the 
patriotifm  of  feveral  perfons  of  rank* 
whence  confiderable  quantities  of  worfted 
yarn  are  made  in  the  county  from  wool 
that  ufed  to  be  fent  away  unwrought,  in 
the  fleece.  The  fame  perfons  have  pro- 
moted the  wearing  of  fluffs  manufactured 
within  the  county. 
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This  fmall  county  is  almoft  enclofed 
by  Cambridgeshire  and  Northamptonfhire ; 
the  former  of  which  bounds  it  on  the  north- 
fcaft  and  part  of  the  fouth,  the  latter  on 
the  north  and  weft.  The  remainder  is 
bounded  by  Bedfordfhire.  The  river  Nen, 
and  the  canals,  or  dykes,  joining  it  to  the 
Oufe,  form  its  limits  on  the  north  and  north- 
eaft.  The  Oufe,  at  its  entrance,  feparates  it 
for  a  fhort  fpace  from  Bedfordfhire;  and, 
at  its  exit,  from  Cambridgefhire.  The 
figure  of  this  county  is  fo  irregular  as 
fcarcely  to  afford  a  proper  meafurement; 
bur,  reckoning  from  its  furtheft  projections, 

• 

it 
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it  does  not  exceed  twenty-four  miles  each 
way;  arid,  iti  general*  is  of  much  lefs 
extent* 

The  face  of  the  Country  has  three  varieties. 
The  borders  of  the  Oufe9  which  flows  acrofs 
the  fouth-eaftern  part,  confift  of  a  tra<5t  of 
moft  fertile  and  beautiful  meadows;  of 
which  Port-holfo-mead  near  Huntingdon, 
almoft  enclofed  by  a  bend  of  the  river,  is 
particularly  celebrated.  The  middle  and 
weftern  parts  art  finely  varied  in  their  fur- 
face,  fruitful  in  corn,  and  fprinkled  with 
woods.  The  whole  upland  part,  in  ancient 
times,  was  a  foreft,  and  peculiarly  adapted 
for  the  chafe ;  whence  the  name  of  tht 
county  took  its  rife. 

The  north-eaftern  part  confifts  of  fens* 
which  join  thofe  of  Ely.  Thefe  are  drained 
fo  as  to  afford  rich  pafturage  for  cattle,  and 
even  large  crops  of  corn.  In  the  midft  of 
them  are  fome  (hallow  pools,  abounding 

with 
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*ith  filh.  The  largeft  of  thefe  is  a  lake  of 
confiderahle  fize,  called  Whittkfea  Meet. 

The  principal  towns  in  this  county  are 
fituated  on  the  Oufe. 
• 

Huntingdon*  the  capital,  is  of  moderate 
fize,  and  neatly  built;  but  has  formerly 
been  much  more  confiderable  than  at 
prcfent.  It  was  the  birth  place  of  that  very 
famous  and  extraordinary  perfon,  the  ufur- 
per,  Oliver  CromwelL 

Acrofs  the  river  from  this  town  lies  God- 
manebeftcr9  a  large  village,  noted  for  its 
wealthy  farmers* 

#  •  .  ■ 

.  Saint  Ives,  lower  down  the  river,  is  a 
good  market-town,  which  makes  and  ex- 
ports large  quantities  of  malt.  Its  markets 
and  fairs  for  live  cattle  are  fome  of  the 
greateft  in  England. 


O  At 
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-At  Aamfty*  oil  the  edge  of  the  feflij  war 
fornlerty  &  Vtty  ri^h  abbey,  buifc,  lifci  tfa» 
of  Crowland,  in  the  midft  of  a  bog.  The 
fituatibfl  of  thrfe,  and  of  various  other  rtlr- 
gious  houfes  (as  thofe  of  Ely  and  Thorney) 
was  probably  chofen  as  well  with  a  view  to 
f&ctiritf  from  the  difficulty  of  approach,  as 
to  the  plenty  of  fifh  and  watef-fowl  inhabit + 
ing  thefe  watery  retreats. 

&mhdton«cAjte:v9z%  the  .place  toittre  Qp* 
therine,  the  divorced  wife  of 'Henry  Villi. 
eftded  hsr  days  in  a  peaceful  retirement. 

The  village  o£  'Stilton  yves  name  to  * 
very  rich  and  delicate  kind  of  eheefty 
which,  however,  is  faid  not  to  be  the  pro^ 
duflfc  of  itar  neighbourhood,  but  that  of 
Melton-Mowbray  iir  Leicefterfhire* 
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■£his  county  has  to  the  north- weft  Lin- 
tolnfhire;  to  the  north-eaft  Norfolk;  to 
the  caft  Suffolk ;  to  the  fouth  Effex  and 
Mertfordfliire;  to  the  weft  Bedfordftiire, 
Hundngdonftiire  and  a  point  of  Northamp- 
tonshire. Its  limits,  for  all  the  northern 
katf,  -ate  livers  and  their  communicating 

m 

branches, '  (b  intermixed  as  with  difficulty 
to  bfc  traced :  the  fouthern  half  has  an  in- 
dented  and  undiftinguiflied  boundary  line 
on  the  adjacent  counties.  Its  figure  fome- 
tohat  refembles  that  of  the  human  ear;  the 
county  of  Huntingdon  cutting  deeply  into 
its  weftern  fide  by  a  circular  projeftion. 

O  2  It* 
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Its  greateft  length  is  near  fifty  miles ;  its 
breadth,  at  the  fouthern  and  wideft  extre- 
mity, above  twenty-five. 

Cambridgeftiire  is  divided  into  two  parts? 
by  the.  river  Oufe.     The  moft  northerly  is 
chiefly  compofed  of  the  tjle  of  Ely 9  a  feparate 
diftridt,  pofiefling  jurifdiftion  within  itfelf. 
This  is  entirely  a  fenny  tradt,  in  which  a 
few  elevated  fpots  appear  fcattered,  like 
iflands*    in  the  fnidft  of  low. .  and  4  ievel 
ttiarfhes.     The  principal  of  thefe  is  tlyat  on 
>vhich  the  city  of,  Ely  is  placed*    ;AU  the 
low  grounds  are  naturally  a  bog,  formed  by 
the  ftagnatioi>  of  water  from  the  oversow- 
ing. :rivers  of  this  tradt;  but,;  by.Jngnite 
labour  and  expence  in  cutting  jdwixis ;and 
<raifijig  banks,  they  have  b^en  rendered 
either  rich  nieadows,  proper  for  the  fatten- 
ing o{  cattle,    or  arable    land,,  covered 
efpecially  with  fome  of  the  fineft  pats  in  the 
kingdom*     The  principal  of  the  drains  arp 
the  Bedford  old  and  new  rivers ,  which  run  na- 
vigable in  a  ftraight  line  upwards  of  twenty 

miles 


i 


CAMB  RIDOESHI  HE.  21} 

niil.cs^sidrQfsihe  county,  from  the  great  to 
die  Jfttli  Oufe  Of  .this  work  Dyer  gives 
die/fcilldwiftg  poetical  account : 


■i  •  ■. » 


■» 


Bedford  Level,  erft 


A  dreary  pathlefe  wade,  the  coughing  flock 
Was  wont  witji  hairy  fleeces  to  deform; 
And,,  failing  with  .her  lure  of  Cummer-flowers, 
The  heavy  ox,  vain-ftruggling,  to  ingulph ; 
Till  one  of  that  high  honoured  patriot  name, 
R*JfiU  arofe,  who  drain'd  the  rufhy  fen, 
Confin'd: the  wares,  bid  groves  and  gardens  bloom* 
And,  through  his  new  creation,  led  the  Oufe 
And  gentle  Camus,  filver-winding  ftreams. 

Fleeci. 

r 

The  general  nature  and  produ&s  of  the 
Ely  fens  are  the  fame  with  thofe  of  Lin- 
colnfhire,  which  they  join.  Their  air  and 
wafer  are  bad ;. and  though  the  foil  is  rich, 
and  in  dry  years  very  produdtive,  they  are 
ftill  fubjeft  to  frequent  inundations ;  arid 
the  farmer  is  occaiionally  liable  to  lofe  all 
the  labour  of  his  year.  The  fenny  country 
extends  fouth  of  the  Oufe,  and  even  runs 
up  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Cambridge. 

O  3  The 
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,  .The  fouth-weftern  part  of ,  the  county  is 
^hemoft  agreeable,  being  nujfe4  in  its  ft*r- 
face,  and  watered  by  the  Cam,  a  fmail  river* 
riling  in  Hertfordlhire,  which,  after  wafhing 
Cambridge,  ne?j  which  towjLit  aceiyeg 
the  GrantOy  fall virtf a  the  Qufe  afaovc  Ely. 
Much  fine  barley  grows  in  tfhefe  parts, 
which  is  matted,  and  Sported  in '  Iqr&e 
quantities.  Cottehham,  near  Cambridge,  is 
celebrated  for  a  fart  of  large  thj^  cream 
cheefcs.  The  butter  of  Cambridge  is  pccu* 

liarly  excellent.      - 

«       .  •  - » .  ..  . .      _  • 

~The  fouth-eaftern  part,  from  Gogmagog- 
bills  to  Newmarket,  is  an  open  and  heathy 
Country,  thinly  inhabited  and  bleak,  being, 
coririe&ed  with  that  vaft  tra&  of  .  lai\dA' 
which,  extending  fouth wards  it\to  Eflex, 
aind  northwards  acrofs  Suffolk  into  Norfolk* 
forms  one  of  the  largeft  plains  in  th^  king- 
dom. The  foil  here  is  lean  and  gravelly,. 
The  heft  parts  produce  light  crops  of  bar- 
ley; but  much  of  it  is  only  ufed  as  Iheep- 
walks,    In  fom?  of  the  pa^iihes  on  the  bor-* 
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«to?t  of  Efle*  fafirqp  is  ^cultivated.  M 
Cbfrry-hiutQHj  at  the  foot  of  the.  Gogn^gpg- 
hills  are  great  chalk  pits,  opted  for  the  rn^r 
rine  produ&ions  they  contain,  and  for  the 
many  rare  plants  growing  in  thek  vicinity, 

Gmbrifye,  the  c&pittf  pf  the  county,  k 
a  populous  but  ill*built  town;  rendered 
howeycr  fafficienyly  famous  by  its  Uniyer- 
fry  to  difpenfe  with  yother  diminutions. 
This  ancient  femin^ry  of  learning,  inferior 
jii  extent  and  opulence  to  Oxford,  but  its 
riyal  in  literary,  feme*  contains  Qxteep 
.follpg<?s  %i>d  halls,  and  many  public  edi*- 
iice$>  qf.  antique  and  modern  conftru&ion. 
The  numerous  obje&s  of  curiofity  in  this 
Univerfity,  and  the  great  chara&ers  it  has 
produced,  would  furnilh  ample  matter  for 
fxolume,  and  therefore  cannot  be.  properly 
touched  upon  here. 

* 
*       .  ■  ■   * 

"-  The  town:  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade 
by  means  of  its  navigable  river.  Near.jt 
i$  annually  held  one  of  the  greateft  fairs 

O  4  in 
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toEflgtefcd  fot  all  tofts  of  corfimddittes, 
called  Stourbridgtbr  Stutiich  f&r\  under  die 
jorifdiaion'  of  tfeS  Uhiverfity/      : 


•  %  ,    • 


r  .   .    '  *    ■  w  «.>•■'  '      <      I  J 


*  Tfee'  city  of : Ety  :'ir  £  mean*  plafce/arid 
only  remarkable  for  its  fine  cathedral. 
Th6  biftiop  exercife^  temporal  jarilHiftion 
over  the  city  and  In  thW  iile,  zfractt'iii'  the 
feme  manner  as  the*  biftiop  of  Durham  in 
his  diocefc.  Ely^  and  its  dlftri$,  ftbni  its 
fituaftoil,  has  frequently  held'  out  ia  long 
tlnte  >gainft  foreign ::  and  ddnieftte ;  -foes  ; 
And  particularly  Was  the  -  laft  pla&  in  the 
Kingd<5rii' which  "fubtttitted  to  William  the 
Conqueror.  Much  garden  ftuffis  prbdticed 
Jiere,  and  fent  *t0  the  towns  around.^ 


■.  > 
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*  Wtjbeaih  is  a  Well-bt&t  town,  pbffeffirig 
i  cbfffiderable  trade  Iir  'the  export  of '  cdrtr, 
and  of  oil  prefled  from  feeds  at-  milium  Its 
neighbourhood.  Only  barges  can  come  up 
its  river,  larger  vfflels  flopping  :fix :  !miles 


»     V 
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Newmarket 9  fituated  partly  in  this  county, 
and  partly  in  Suffolk,  is  the  moft  celebrated 
place  in  England  for  horfe  races,  for  which 
its  extenfive  and  finely  turfed  heath  is 
peculiarly  adapted.  Charles  II.  built  a  feat 
here  for  the  fake  of  this  diverfion.  At  the 
different  ftablcs  in  the  town  are  conftantly 
kept  numbers  of  the  fleeteft  horfes  in  the 
world,  trained *and  exercifecl  for  the  courfe. 
The  farmers  around  taalce  great  advantage 
of  theif  9ats:and  hay  from- the  demand 
which  this  creates. 
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. .  This  county -if  termiaatcd/xmjthe  north 
a#d  corthrcaft  by  the  German  ocean; 
ta  .the  fouth  and  fauth^caft  by  Suffolk, 
on  the  weft  by  the  Liftcolofhirc  Wafhes, 
and  by  part  of  that  county  and  of  Cam- 
bridgefliire.  It  is  almoft  entirely  infulated 
by  the  fea,  and  by  the  rivers  which  form 
its  internal  boundary.  Its  figure  is  very 
compaft,  prefenting  an  almoft  unbroken 
convexity  to  the  ocean,  and  a  convex  line, 
famewhat  indented*  t»**he  land;  thus 
forming  a  pretty  cxaft  oval,  of  which  the 
diameter  from  north  to  fouth  meafures 
forty-five  miles;  that  from  eaft  tp  weft 
about  feventy. 
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The  face  of  the  county  in  this  large 
Jfpace  varies  lefs  than  in  moft  trads  of  equal 
extent  in  the  kingdom.  Not  a  fingle  hill 
of  moderate  height  is  to  be  feen  in  the 
whole  county;  yet,  in  moft  parts,  its  furface 
is  broken  into  gentle  fwells  and  depreffions 
At  the  lareftern  extremity,  adjoining  the 
counties  of •  .Cambridge  and  Lincoln,  is  n 
confiderable  trad  of  flat  fenny  land ;  and 
on  the  eaft?  near  Yarmouth,  a  narrow  trad: 
of  inaiihes  runs  from  the  <ea  to  fome  dif- 
tance  up.  the  country.  Several  of  the 
weftprn  hundreds,  from  Thetford  north- 
wards, are  open  and  bare,  confiftxng  of 
extenfive  heaths,  the  foil  of  which  is  a  light 
faad  or  hungry  gravel.  The  reft  of  the* 
(County  in  general  is  arable  land,  varying 
in  its  degrees  of  fertility-,  To  the  north* 
caft,  the  foil  is  a  light  fandy  loam,  remark- 
ably eafy  of  tillage.  The  fouth-eaft  has  a 
richer  and  deeper  foil.  The  middle  and 
fOutli  abound  in  clay;  and  various  parts 
y^eld  chalk  and  mail 

The. 
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The  produdtsof  the  county  vary  accord- 
ing to  the  foil  and  fituation/: :  The^Tighter 
arable  lands  produce  barley  m  great  plenty, 
much  of  which  is  malted  and  exported.' 
Wheat  "is  cultivated  in  the  ftfonger  'foils.  ' 
But  the  atticlc  fbfVhich  Norfolk*  is  parti- 
cularly celebrated  :is'  turnipsy  -which  are 
more4  generally  grown  hereitKahc:in*:'ah'y 
trther  part  of  the *  kingdom,  and  form  the 
i>afis  bf  the  Norfolk  hufbandry;  Tlte  p£- 
cijliar  excellence  of  thjs  culture  is,  that  tlte 
ground  never  lies  fallow,'  as  the  turnips 
jferve'to  prepare  it iFor  corn;  '  *This"root  fe 
principally  ufed  for  the  fattening  bf  'Cattle, 
x&  which  jgreaf  numbers,  bred  in  Scotland 
and  other  parts'^  are  fed  in  this  county  fot 
*<hc  London  and  country  markets.  'Much 
"buck* wheat  ife  alfb  grown  in  the  light  foils 
of  Norfolk,  and  tifed  for  feeding  fwine  and 
poultry. 


'      J       •  j  1*      A.  >  *■   .1  •     « 
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The  fenny  parts  yield  great  quantities  of 
butter,  which  is  fent  to  London  under  the 
name  of  Cambridge  butter.     The  Iheep  of 

Norfolk 
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Norfolk  are  a  hardy  and  rather  fmall  breed, 
and  much  valued  for  their  mutton.  Their 
wool  is  chiefly  ufed  in  the  Yorkfhire  cloths. 
Turkeys  are  reared  here  to  a  larger  fize 
than  elfewhere,  and  form  a  considerable 
object  of  profit  to  the  fmallA  farmers. 
Rabbits  are  extremely  numerous  on  the 
fandy  heaths  in  various  parts.  This  county 
is  likewife  celebrated  for  game,  efpecially 
pheaftnts,  which  ■  abound  m  fome  mahBft 
where  they  arer  preferred,  fo  as  to  prove  a 
great  nuifance  to  the  farmer. 

.  The  principal  rivers  o£ Norfolk  are,  the 
Great  Oufe;  which,  after  forming  a  part  of 
its  fouth-weftern  boundary,  crofles  the 
weftern  fide*  and  falls  into  the  fea  beloifc 
Lynn. 

The  Nen>  forming  the  weftern  boundary,* 
and  emptying  into  the  Lincolnfhire  Wafli. 
It  communicates  by  feveral  channels  with 

the  .Oufe.    . 
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The  £*//&  Otfe  rifes  aboue  tie  middle  ot 
the  Suffolk  border ;  and,  feparating  the  two. 
counties  as  it  flows  Weftward,  empties  itfelf 
into  the  Great  Oufe.  It  is  navigable  from 
ThetftHid. 

The  fourge  of;  the  Waveney  is  feparated 
from  that  of  the  Oyfe  only  by  &  catxfeway* 
It  runs  in  a  contrary  dirc&ioh;  and^fbrming 
the  reft  of  the  Suffolk  boundary,  at  length 
joins  the  Tare  a  little  above  Yahnouth* 
Jt  is  navigable  from  Bungay, 

•.  The  Tart,  riling  near  Attlebprough, 
jptns  the  ffen/um  and  other  finall  Areata*  at 
and  near  Norwich*  and,  becoming  navi* 
gable  there,  flows  to  Yarmouth ;  and,  hav- 
ing received  the  Waveney  and  Bure,  di£ 
charges  itfelf  into  the  German  ocean  below 
th^ttown. 

Tths.BuHf  joined- fy  other  ftreams  from 
the  north-eaft,  meets  the  Yare  in  Yar* 
mouth*  It  is  navigable  up  its  feverai 
*  .'  •  branches 


branches  to  AyUham,  North  WfyUhanii 
and  other  plates* 

Of  thefe  fraall  rivers  it  may  be  obferved* 
that>  flowing  through  a  nearly  level  country # 
their  ftreams  are  flow,  and  they  frequently 
diffufe  themfelyes  over  the  lower  tra&s  in 
their  courie,  forming  (hallow  lakes,  here 
called  Broads r  which  are  plentifully  ftored 
with  fi(h  and  water-fowl.  On  forne  of 
them  are  decoys  for  wild-ducks.  The 
rivers  are  eafily  rendered  navigable,  and 
much  referable  canals. 
•  ■  ■ 

The  fea-coaft  of  Norfolk  is  formed  cither 
by  clayey  cliffs,  continually  a  prey  to  the 
ocean,  or  by  low  fandy  (hores,  covered 
with  loofe  pebbles  (called  jhingle)  and  fre- 
queridy  rifing  into  a  kind  of  natural  bank^ 
compofed  of  fand  held  together  by  the  root 
of  the  fea-reed-grafs.  Behind  thefe  fand 
hills  are  in  various  parts  fait  marflies  of 
confiderable  extent,  occasionally  inucK 
dated  by  the  tides,  which  find  entrance 
4  through 


. .V - 


224    ENGLAND  D£L I tf E ATEtf, 

through  gaps  between  the  hilldcks.  Hufa 
fianton  cliff  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wafh,  b 
the  only  rocky  eminence  on  the  coaft. 
Various  fmsill  ports  are  *  matte  oh  the  n6r- 
thern  fide  by  creeks  and  IktlS'bays,  but 
they  can  only  admit  fm&H  vefTeft^aftd  are 
continually  filling  up  with  farid.  Banks  of 
land  lie  off  at  fea  from  the  Norfolk  coaft  in 
various  parts,  which  are  the- dread  of  the 
coafting  mariners,  and  occafion  frequent 
Cnpwrecks.  :  ^)f  thefe,  the  moft  remade* 
able,  running  parallel  td  the  coaft  of  Yar- 
mouth, form  the  celebrated  Tarmeuth  roads, 
a  great  refort  for  (hipping,  which  ride  there 
feciirely,  though  the  entrance  i$  difficult 
afid  hazardous^  ;.:;;■: 

The  county  bf  Norfolk  has  long  been  one 
of  the  beft.  peopled  tracts  in  -England 5 
jwhich  is  proVed  by  the  number,  of  its 
parifhes,  exceeding .  that  of  every  other 
county  in  the  kingdom,  though  in  fize  it 
is  only  about  the  eighth.    Its  large  towns, 

however, 


Itoweter,  are  few,  as  its  manufactures  and 
trade  are  confined  to  a  fmall  fpace. 

T*he  city  of  Nofwkh  is  one  of  the  moft 
Jx>pulous  in  England,  and  long  took  the 
lead  in  point  of  conference  among  the 
inland  towns.  For  this  it  was  indebted  to 
its  great  manufa&ory  of  crapes,  bomba- 
zines, and  fluffs  of  Various  kinds,  which 
is  (till  confiderable,  though  fomewhat  de- 
clined on  account  of  the  rivalfhip  of  the 
cotton  branches*  and  in  confequence  of 
prohibitions  in  foreign  countries.  The 
toanufa&ure  is  confined  to  the  city;  but 
die  operations  of  fpinning  and  preparing 
the  wool  employ  the  poor  of  moft  of  the 
(mall  towns  and  Tillages  in  the  ccurity. 
The  wool  ufed  is  brought  from  the  conn* 
ties  o£  Lincoln*  Leiccfter,  and  Northamp- 
ton. .  The  goods  are  fent  to  various  parts 
of  the  world,  particularly  Holland,  Ger- 
many, and  the  Mediterranean.  Many  of 
them  are  Shipped  at  Yarmouth ;  and  many 

P  are 
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aro  fent  to  London  and  other  places  by 

4 

land.  Norwich  contains  many  opulent 
inhabitants  and  good  buildings,  but  its 
ftreets  are  narrow  and  ill  difpofed.*  It 
abounds ,  with  parifh  churches,  and  has 
feveral  remains  of  antiquity ,  though  not 
pf  an  early  date,  . 

Yarmouth  has  long  been  known  as  one  of 
the  principal  fea-ports  in  England;  and 
though  from  the  fludfcuation  of  trade  feveral 
newer  ones  have  oqtftripped  it  in  bufinefs,  it 
flill  retains  confiderable  eonfequence  in  its 
double  capacity  of  a  port  and  a  fifhing 
town.  By  means  of  ks  rivers  it  enjoys  all 
the  import  and  export  trade  of  Norwich^ 
and  various  places  on  that  fide  of  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk.  To  them  it  conveys  coal, 
timber,  and  foreign  :produ£U ;  and  by  its 
means  are  exported  their  corn  and  malt 
in.  vaft,  quantities,  and  their  manufactured 
goods.  Its  harbour  will  not  .admit  (hips 
of  large  burthen,  but  is  extremely  conve- 
nient for  bufinefs,  the  veflels  lying  in  the 

river 
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river  along  a  very  extenfive  and  beautiful 
quay.  The  foreign  trade  of  this  port  is 
chiefly  to  the  Baltic,  Holland,  Portugal, 
and  the  Mediterranean.  It  alfo  fends  (hips 
to  the  Greenland  fHhery.  The  home 
fifliing  is  carried  on  at  two  feafons ;  that 
for  mackerel  in  May  and  June,  and  that 
for  herring  in  O&ober  and  November. 
The  latter  is  the  mod  confiderable ;  ,and, 
befides  the  boats  belonging  to  the  town, 
many  cobles  from  the  Yorkfhire  coaft, 
hired  for  the  purpofe,  are  employed  in  it. 
The  mackerel  are  fent  either  up  the  country 
by  land  carriage,  or  to  London  by  fea. 
The  herrings  are  chiefly  cured  here  by 
fairing  and  then  drying  in  wood  fmoke ; 
when,  under  the  name  of  red  herrings  9  they 
are  either  confumed  at  home,  or  exported 
to  Spain,  Italy,  and  other  fouthern  coun- 
tries. Yarmouth  is  much  frequented  in  the 
feafon  as  a  place  for  fea-bathing. 

The  other  great  inlet  and  outlet  to  this 
bounty  is  Lynn,  or  Kings  Lynn,  at  the  mouth 

P  2  of 
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.of  the  'Oufej  a  populous  and  flourishing 
place,  which,  notwithstanding  a  bad  har- 
-bour,  carries  on  a  large  trade  by  means  of 
its  inland  communications.  By  Che  Oufe, 
and  its  aflbclatcd  rivers,  it  fupplies  moil 
-of  the  midland  counties,  with  coak,  timber^ 
4md  wine;  and  in  return  exports  corn  and 
•malt  in  very  great  quantities.  It  alfo  par- 
takes hi  the  Greenland  fUhery.  Its  aanual 
'Wart,  or  fair,  is  much  reforted  to  by  the 
r country  round.  The  air  of  Lynn  isun- 
wholefome  on  aceoimt  of  its  vioinky  to  the 
fens. 

Gf  the  interjacent  ports  on  the  flor.&e«i 
fide  of  the  county,  the  principal  is  Blake- 
wy9  from  which  are  exported  confiderable 
quantities  6f  corn  and  mafk  produced  in  tfeer 
neighbourhood,  and  at  which  coals  art  im- 
ported. 

Thetford,  now  an  inconfideflible  town, 
was  once  a  bifhoprick,  and  ftift  exhibits 

the 
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the  ruins  of  its  former  greatnefs.  It  has 
fome  corn  trade  to  Lynn.  Upon  the  wide 
naked  heaths  in  its  neighbourhood  are 
fometimes  to  be  met  with  flocks  of  the 
buftard,  a  bird  now  become  very  rare  in 
England, 

This  county,  with  the  eaftern  ones  in 
general,  was  the  fcene  of  many  military 
tranfe&ions  and  ravages  in  the  times  of  the 
Danifli  incurfions;  but  had  fortunately 
little  .(hare:  in  the  difaftrous  events  of  more 
modern  times.  One  of  its  moll  remarkable 
occurrences- in  the  later  reigns  was  the  in- 
furre&ion  of  the  opprefled  peafants  headed 
by  one  Kett,  in  the  time  of  Edward  VI  > 
This  rofe  to  fo  formidable  a  height,  thae 
an  aanywas  found  neceffary  to  quell  it, 
which  defeated  the  infurgents  with  great 
daughter  on  Moufeholdheatb^fiear.Norwkh. 
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This  county  has  on  the  north  Norfolk  j 
on  the  eaftthe  German  ocean;  on  the 
foiith  Effex  ;  on  the  weft  Cambridge? 
fhire,  The  rivers  Waveney  and  Little 
Oufe  form  its  northern  limits;  and  the 
Stour,  almoft  the  whole  of  its  foutheni. 
To  the  north-weft  it  is  bounded  by-  the* 
Larkc  and  another  fmall  ftream :  the  reft  of 
its  weftern  limit  is  undiftinguifhable.  In 
fhape  it  is  fomewhat  like  a  crefcent,  being 
hollowed  in  the  middle  of  its  northern  fide 
by  Norfolk,  and  rifing  at  each  end  of  that 
fide,  efpecially  the  eaftern,  where  it  forms 

a  hook 
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a  hook  runfring  up  to  Yarmouth.  Its 
diameter  from  north  to  fouth  is  aboirf 
thirty  miles;  from  eaft  to  weft  fifty- 
eight. 

Suffolk  is  in  general  a  level  country, 
without  any  confiderable  eminences.  In 
refped  to  foil  it  may  be  divided  into  three 
portions.  The  fea-coaft,  to  fome  diftance 
inland,  is  for  the  moft  part  fandy,  and  is 
diftributed  into  arable  land,  heaths,  and 
marfties.  The  arable  produces  excellent 
barley;  and  towards  the  fouth-eaft  great 
quantities  of  carrots  are  grown.  The 
heaths  afford  extenfive  fheep-walks;  and 
the  marfhes  feed  numbers  of  cattle.  The 
foil  has  in  many  parts  been  much  improved 
by  (hell-marl,  (called  here  crang)  of  which 
vaft  beds  have  been  difcovered,  particularly 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Woodbridge. 
The  fea  fhore  is  chiefly  compofed  of  loamy 
cliffs,  which  are  continually  falling  down, 
undermined  by  the  waves.  Hence  great 
changes  have  been  effe&ed  on  this  coaft; 
and  fome   towns,    once   confiderable,   as 

P  4  Dunwich 
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Dunwicb  and  Mdhorough,  have  been  almoft 
*va(hed  away  by  the  lea.  ^bout  Qrfordh 
nefs  there  are  various  fait-water  creeks  anc} 
inlets,  which  form  extenfive  marfhes*. 

The  internal  part  of  the  county^  feom 
north  to  {both,    and  acrofs   quite  tq  the 
fouth-weft  angle,    is   in   general,  a  ftropg 
clayey  foil,  fertile  to  a  great  degree  i$  all 
the  obje&s  of  hufbandry.     A  part  of  it, 
called  high  Sqffcfk,  h^s  a  f(>U  fo  ftiff  and 
i^cious,.  that  its  roa4s  in  wet  fe^fofl*  are 
fearcely  paffabje*     The  great  produ&  of 
this  traft  is  buct^,  which  is  exported  tq 
^Ofidon  and  other  parts  in  great  quantities. 
Much  cheefe  too  is  made  here  t  bHt>.  4S 
it  h  only  fupplern^ntary  to  the  bnttffr,  ij: 
bargained,  a^oft  prpverbially>  the  charac- 
ter of  the  worft  in,  England,    Befide>  grain 
of  aU  forts,  beans  are  grown  abundantly 
in  the  middle  parts  of  Suffolk,     Hemp  h 
likewife  cultivated  to>a  confiderable,  extent, 
and- fpun  and  wov,en.on  the  fpot?  into  cloth 
of  various  degrees  cjf  finenefs,    Some  hops 
are vgixtom  not  fer  from  Sudbury, 

The 
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The  noith-weftem  portion  of  Suffolk  is 
an  open  country,  and  forms  a  confiderablc 
part  of  the  wide  tra&  of  barren  heath  which 
occupies  fb  much  of  this  quarter  of  the 
kingdom.  If  is  chiefly  in  warrens  and 
(heep-walks,  but  interfperfed  with  poor 
arable  land.  The  extreme  angle,  border- 
ing on  the  Ely  fens,  partakes  of  their 
nature. 

On  the  whole,  this  county  is  one  of  the 
moft  thriving  with  refpedt  -to  agriculture, 
and  its  farmers  are  opulent  and  fkilful.  The 
culture  of  turnips  prevails  here  almoft  as 
much  as  in  Norfolk.  ,  They  have  a  very 
excellent  breed  of  draught  horfes,  middle 
itzed,  and-  remarkably  fhort-made,  capable 
of  vaft  editions, 

Of  the  rivers  in  Suffolk,  the  IFaveney 
and  Little  Qufe  have  been  mentioned  under 
JMorfplk, 
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The  Stour  on  the  fouthern  boundary  is 
the  moll  confiderable,  rifing  on  the  weftern 
border,  and,  after  paffing  Sudbury  and 
Manningtree,  falling  into  the  fea  at  Har- 
wich.. Juft  at  its  mouth  it  meets  the 
Orwell,  an  arm  of  the  fea  running  up  to 
Ipfwich  5  at  which  town  it  receives  the 
Gippingy  a  fmall  river  rifing  in  the  centre 
of  the  county,  above  Stow-market. 

The  Deben  rifcs  ne&r  D'ebenham,  and 
flows  to  Woodbridge,  where  it  expands 
into  a  long  narrow  arm  of  the  fea,  and 
enters  the  ocean  a  very  little  to  the  north 
of  Harwich-haven, 

The  Larke9  rifing  in  the  fbuth- weft, 
runs  by  Bury,  becoming  navigable  a  mile 
below  that  town ;  and,  pafling  Mildenhall, 
joins  the  Great  Oyfe  near  the  north-weft 
angle  of  the  county. 

Suffolk  was  formerly  as  diftinguifhed  for 
its  trade  and  manufactures  as  for  its  agri- 
culture; 
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culture;    but  thcfe  have  for  many  years 
been  on  the  decline. 

One  of  the  firft  feats  of  the  Flemings, 
who  were  brought  over  by  Edward  III.  to 
teach  the  Englifh  the  art  of  manufacturing 
their  own  wool,  was  Sudbury;  and  the  town, 
in  confequence,  became  very  populous  and 
opulent.  Its  trade  is  now  in  great  part 
diverted  into  other  channels,  haying  left 
behind  it  the  burthen  of  a  numerous  poor. 
However,  many  kinds  of  thin  fluffs  are 
ftill  made  here*  particularly  fays,  bunting 
for  navy  colours,  and  burial  crapes.  Some 
of  the  neighbouring  towns,  efpecially  Neei- 
ham-market  zndLavenham,  participate  in  this 
manufacture;  and  the  poor  throughout  the 
whole  county  are  employed  in  making, 
worfted  yarn.  The  manufactured  goods 
are  chiefly  fent  to  London. 

Jpfwichy  the  county  town,  is  a  place  of 
great  antiquity,  but  declined  from  its  for^ 
mer   confequence.      Its  manufactures  of 

broad 


33&  ENGLAND  »rE-LINEATEI>. 

Ibcoad  cloth  and  canvas  are  at  am!  end;  and 
its  prefent  commerce  chiefly  depends-  upon 
the  malting  and  exportation  of  corn.  It 
has  a  confiderabte  coalting  tracfe  a&d*  a 
fhiall  (hare  of  foreign  commerce;  and1  ha* 
lately  fern  fh4ps  to»  Greenland,  V$ffe&  of 
Iwgfc  burthen  ar£  obliged  te  ftop  fame 
diftance  below  tfie  town.  •  IpftriGh ;  is  popu*- 
Jbwstaikl  weft-inhabited,  thought  irregultariy 
Built, 


»  •      t  t      i 


fVoodbridge  is  a  fmaJl  port,.  poflcfiingp  a 
ftt&re  of  the  coafting  trade.  Finer  falc  is 
*nade  here;  and:  much  iiine  is  burned 
from  foffil-fea  (hells,  \ 

SonthwoU1  alfo  makes  a  fait  nwdi  dhemr 
&$,  and  has  an  exportation  of  ccnrn^  ft* 
Bay,  commonty  called  Solebayv  was'itbr 
fcene  of  a  great  fev-fiJkh&N*  167*2*  becrarefci* 
the  Dutch  commanded  by  De  Ruyter,  and 
thfe^EnglHhby  tlie  Dtoktf 'o£  Yobk,  in  which 
Vr&ory  remained  umfeGidicL 

Lowejoffiy 
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Loweftoffe,  built  on  a  cliff  above  the  fea, 
at  the  moft  eafterly  point  of  Great  Britain, 
largely  partakes  with  Yarmouth  in  the 
mackerel  and  herring  fifheries;  and  is 
confiderably  frequented  as  a  place  for  fea- 
"bathing.  A  manufactory  of  coarfe  china 
is  eftablifhed  here. 

On  the  weftern  fide  of  the  county  lies 
the  handfome  town  of  St.  Edmund's  Btay,  a 
fort  of  capital  to  the  many  genteel  families 
.refiding  in  that  neighbourhood.  It  is  a 
place  of  great  antiquity,  and  pofTefled  an 
extremely  wealthy  abbey,  of  which  fome 
fine  remains  are  yet  extant.  The  prefent 
trade  of  Bury  confifts  in  making  worded 
yarn.  It  has  a  great  annual  fair,  at  which 
large  quantities  of  various  commodities  are 
ibid. 
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On  the  north  this  county  is  bounded 
by  Suffolk,  feparated  from  it  by  the  river 
Stour,  and  by  a  part  of  Cambridgefliire ;  on 
the  weft  by  the  counties  of  Hertford  and 
Middlefex,  the  laft  feparated  by  the  river 
Lea ;  on  the  fouth  by  the  Thames,  flowing 
betw'ixt  it  and  Kent ;  and  on  the  eaft  by 
the  ocean.  Its  figure  is  irregularly  qua- 
drangular ;  its  maritime  fide  in  particular 
being  indented  and  uneven.  Its  greateft 
length  is  forty-eight  miles;  its  greateft 
breadth  fifty-four. 

Effex 
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Eflex  is  the  moft  fouthern  of  the  three 
counties  on  the  eaftern  coaft,  which  together 
form  a  tame  continued  tradt  of  vaft  extent, 
undiftinguiflied  by  any  confiderabie  emi- 
nence or  ridge,  but  in  general  fufficiently 
elevated  to  be  dry  and  arable,  and  rich  in 
the  various  produds  of  agriculture.  The 
road  from  London  to  Norwich  by  New- 
market, which  paffes  along  the  weftera 
fides  of  Eflex  and  Suffolk  to  the  middle  of 
Norfolk,  a  diftance  of  one  hundred. ancj 
eight  miles,  is  more  level  and  unvaried  in 
its  furface  than  any  trad  of  ground  of 
equal  length  in  the  kingdom. 

Eflex  pofleffes,  however,  a  variety  of 
foil  and  face  of  country.  Its  fouth-weftern 
part  is  chiefly  occupied  by  Epping-foreft  and 
its  feveral  branches.  A  rivulet,  the  Roddon, 
running  parallel  to  the  Lea,  fertilizes  this 
part  of  the  county,  which  is  famous  for 
its  butter,  fold  for  a  high  price  in  London 
under  the  name  of  Epping  butter. 

Northwards 
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Northwards  the  country  becomes  morg 
open  and  uneven .  Saffron  W<Meny  in  this 
part,  by  its  name,  (hows  the  product  fdt* 
which  it  is  famous.  Saffron,  which  was 
formerly  cultivated  in  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  is  now  grown  almoft  folely  be- 
tween this  place  and  Cambridge*  in  a 
circuit  of  about  ten  miles.  A  rich  light 
foil  and  dry  country  is  peculiarly  adapted 
to  this  plant.  The  Englilh  faffron  has 
always  been  in  high  eftimation. 

The  middle  of  EfTex  is  in  general  a  fine 
corn  country,  varied  with  gentle  inequa- 
lities of  furface,  and  fprinkled  with  woods< 
Towards  the  fea-coaft  it  gradually  declines 
into  marfhy  grounds*  broken  by  arms  of 
the  fea  into  iflands,  and  frequently  inun- 
dated* The  fine  pafturage  which  thefe 
tra&s  (commoniv  called  the  Hundreds  of 
Ejfex)  afford,  fcarcely  compenfates  for  their 
unwholefomenefs,  which  is  in  a  manner 
proverbial*  The  banks  of  the  Thames* 
from  the  entrance  of  the  Lea  to  the  fea* 
3  are 


art  a  fimilar  trad  of  marfhes.  The  farms 
in  thefe  parts  are  very  large,  and  the  far* 
mers  rich,  and  induftrious  to  improve  their 
grounds  by  manuring  with  chalk,  brought 
by  fea  from  Kent.  Numbers  of  calves  are 
brought  from  all-  thefe  parts  of  Eflex  to  the 
London  markets. 

The  northern  part  df  the  coaft,  between 
the  Stout  and  Coin,  which  projefts  further 
than  the  reft,  is  a  more  elevated  and 
healthy  country. 

The  principal  rivere  properly  belonging 
to  this  county  are,  the  Coin,  rifing  near 
Clare  in  Suffolk;  and,  after  paffing  Col- 
chefter,  emptying  into  a  creek  of  the  fea 

* 

between  Merfey  ifland  and  the  main.  In 
the  fait- water  inlets  and  pools  at  the  mouth 
of  this  river  are  bred  the  famous  Colchefter 
oyfters,  fo  well  known  as  an  article  of 
commerce  and  luxury. 
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.  Tht  Slack-water  takes  its  rife  near  Saffrort 
Waldeh,  and,  flawing  by  Cogglefhall  and 
Witham,  difcharges  kfclf  at  Maldon  into 
an  arm  of  the  fea. 

The.  Chelmer, .  fpringing"  near  the  fame 
place,  winds  through  the.  middle  of  the 
county,  and,  paffing  by  Chelmsford,  termi- 
nates at  Maldon  in  the  fame  mouth  with 
the  former* 

The  Crouch9  after  a  fhort  courfe  on  the- 
fouth-eaftern  fide,  mixes  with  the  fea 
among  the  marfhes  of  Burnham  and  Foul- 
nefs  ifle.  The  Walfleet  and  Burnhamt 
oyfters  are  the  produft  of  its  creeks  and 
pits. 

The  Roddon,  which  enters  the  Thames 
near  Barking,  has  been  already  mentioned. 

The  principal  harbour  on  the  Effex 
coaft  is  that  of  Harwich,  fituated  on  a 
tongue   of   land   oppofite   to    the  united 

.    ~  mouths 
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tttouths  6f  the  Stour  and  Orwell.  It 
affords  an  occafional  flicker  to  the  coafting 
fleets  continually  paffing  along  thefe  (bores, 
but  has  not  much  trade  of  its  own.  The 
principal  bufinefs  of  Harwich  arifes  from  its 
being  the  ftatioh  of  the  Holland  packets 
which  fail  between  it  and  Helvoetfluys. 
It  has  alfo  a  dock  for  the  building  of  men 
of  war.  The  entrance  of  the  harbour  is 
defended  by  a  ftrong  fortrefs  called  Land- 
guard-fort,  built  on  a  fandy  point  on  the 
Suffolk  fide  of  the  water. 

South  of  Harwich  is  the  Naze,  a  hooked 
promontory,  enclofing  a  few  low  iflands. 
From  hence  the  land  declines  weftward, 
forming  the  funnel,  which  terminates  in 
the  mouth  of  the  Thames.  Befides  the 
creeks  already  noticed,  there  is  one  within 
the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  running  up 
by  the  town  and  fmall  port  of  Leigh »,  and 
forming  Canvey  ifle. 


Q^2  Chelmsford* 
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Chelmsford,  the  county  toyo,  is  %  p}$ce 
of  moderate  fize,  but  contpinipg  nothing 
remarkable.  The  country  round  it  is  very 
fertile,  and  hops  are  cultivated  near  it* 

Cokhejter  is  a  town  of  great  antiquity, 
and  affords  many  relics  of  former  gran- 
deur. It  is  ftill  a  bandforne  well-peopled 
place,  and  retains  a  {hare  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  baizp,  for  which  it  was  once  very 
famous.  The  other  towi>s  in  Eflex  which 
chiefly  participate  in  this  manu&fture  are 
Bockingy  Braintree,  and  Coggle/halL  The 
wool  of  which  they  make  ufe  comes  princi- 
pally from  Lincolnshire.  The  goods  are 
exported  to  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy, 
through  the  intervention  of  the  Lpndon 
merchants.  This  track  is  at  prefent  in  x 
lpw  ftate, 

Colehefter  underwent  a  very  obftinatc  . 
liege  in  1648,  on  occafion  pf  an  infurre&ion 
for  the  royal  caufe  againft  the  authority  of 
x  the 
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the  parliament,  the  gallant  leaders  of  which, 
on  its  furrender,  were  executed. 

Various  actions  with  the  Danes  happened 
in  this  county,  as  well  as  in  many  others 
on  the  eaftern  coaft.  One  of  the  moft  me* 
morable  was  fought  at  Affihgioni  orJ/bdowti, 
near  Rochford,  in  which  King  Edmund 
Ironfide  was  defeated  with  great  (laughter 
by  Canute* 

Tjlbmy-fort,  oppofite  Gravefend  is  the 
principal,  protc&ion  of  the  Thames,  fa 
its  -  neighbourhood  Queen  Elizabeth  re- 
viewed ,  the  army  &e  had  aflem^led  to 
oppofe  the  famous  Spanifh.  armada  in 
J$88, 
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The  county  of  Herts  has  to  the  north 
Cambridgefhire  and  Bedfordftiire,  to  th* 
weft  the  latter  county  arid  Buckingham-* 
ftire,  to  tHer  fouth  Mitidlefex,  iand  to  the 
caft  Effex.  Iti  boundaries  are  no- where 
marked  by  nature1,  exeept  where :  the  river 
I^a  ferrates !  it  ;ffom  Effex.  Its  lhape  is 
rendered  extremely  irregular  by  proje&ions 
and  indentations,  efpecially  on  the  weftern 
fide.  Its  greateft  length  ipay  be  reckoned 
at  twenty-jive  miifii*  and  breadth  at  thirty- 
five. 

The  northern  fkirtof  this  county  is  hilly, 
forming  a  fqattered  part  of  the  chalky  ridge 
-     :  '  '   .•.  which 
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which  extends  acrofs  the  kingdom  in  this 
direction,  A  number  of  ftreams  take  their 
rife. from  this  fide,  which,  by  their  clear- 
nefs,  fliew  the  general  nature  of  the  foil 
to  be  .inclined  to  hardnefs,  and  not  abun- 
dantly rich.  Flint  ftones  are  fcattercd  ia 
great  profufion  oyer  the  face  of  this  county  ; 
and  t>eds  of  chalk  arq  frequently  to  be  met 
with.  It  is  found,  hpweyer,  with .  the  ai<L 
of  proper  culture,  to  be  extremely  favour- 
able to  corn,  both  wheat  and  barley ,  which 
come  to  as  great .  petfc&ipn  here  as  in  any 
part  of  the  kingdom.  The  weftern  part 
is  in  general  a  tolerably  rich  foil,  and  under 
excellent  cultivation'. 


...  1  >  • '  ■  * 


Tflie principal  river  of  Hertfordfliire  is 
the  Lea,  which,  fifing  out  of  Leagrave 
marih  in  the  fouth  of  Bedfordlhire,  flows 
obliquely  to  the  eaftern  fide,  wafliing  the 
towns  of  Hertford  and  Ware,  from  the  laft 
of  which  it  is  navigable  to  the  Thames. 
It  collefts  in  its  courfe  all  the  firearms  of 
the  northern  and  eaftern  parts. 

Q^4  On 
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On  the  fouth-weftcrn  fide  the  Cob 
unites  various  ftrcams,  and  conveys  them 
out  gf  the  county  near  Rickmanfvyorth. 

r  .       <      ,   .,  j  .  '    ■    » 

The  whblefome  air  aird  pleafant -fltua- 
tions  of  Bertfbittthire, :  together  Vith  Iti 
vicinity  to  the  metropolis,  have  rendered 
it  a  favourite  rcfidehce  both  in  anrfcffit  abd 
taodern  titties ;  and  it  poffeffes  many  eotm^ 
try  feats  and  remains  of  antiquity. :  ft$ 
town*,  iKWfcw,^^  ffiialf  account  \  and . 
irb  without  mari^&trits. 

'.  '  •  •      .  v  !  •  }  •   .     j  . 

'    t  '•  -.14  ..»*-...  .._ 

The  great  bufinefs  ojf  the  Gounty  is,  the 
traffic  of  corn  and  the  making  trade  j 
which  laft  is  carried  on  to  a  very  ^arge. ex- 
tent in  the  towns  pf  Bitthiy,  Bqldo(;k,  Jtaj- 
Jon  and  Ware.  The  latter  town  fends  A 
greater  fupply  of  malt  to  London  thap  ?ny 
other  market.  The  £Jertfprdihire  majt  is 
pot,  however,  all  grown  in  the  county  j 
but  lar^e'  quantities,  pf  parley  are  purchafed 

\n  all  the  furrqundfipg;  p:9es,  wbjcb, Rafter 

>i,  «'<"■-»  .... 
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Veiftg  malted  in  thefe  towns,  is  fent  to 
London  chiefly  by  the  navigation  of  the 
Lea. 

Royjlon,  a  pretty  confidcrable  town,  is 
fituated  partly  in  Cambridgelhire,  at  the 
edge  of  the  wide  open  plains  before  men* 
tionpd  as  extending  through  fo  many  of  the 
caftern  counties.  It  has  given  its  name 
to  a  fpecies  of  crow  called  alfo  the  hooded 
or  grey  craw,  which  is  a  bird  of  paffage  in 
that  neighbourhood,  and  alfo  oil  the  whole 
eaftern  coaft. 

-  Hertford,  the  county  town,  is  a  place  of 
very  little  confequence. 

St.  Albans  is  an  ancient  town,  of  con- 
fiderable  fize,  but  carrying  on  fcarcely 
any  other  traffic  than  what  refults  from  itt 
being  the  great  thoroughfare  from  London 
to  the  north-weft.  Its  abbey-church  is  tf 
venerable  edifice  of  vaft  magnitude.  In  and 
#ear  this  town  were  fought  two  battles  in 

the 
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the  bloody  wars  of  York  and  LancafteK 
(That  in  1455  was  ^e  ^r^  conflict  between 
the  parties,  and  terminated  in  favour  of 
the  Yorkifts.  The  valiant  Clifford  and 
the  great  EaH  of  Sotnef fet  Were  ftain  in  it, 
and  the  tKing  (Henry  VI.)  taken  prifoner. 
The  fecdnd  battle,,  in  1461,  ended  in  a 
complete  T-idbry  to  Queen  Margaret,  at 
the  head  of  the  Lancaftrians* 

- ;  Clofe  .ijckSfc:  Alban'a  are  {he  veftiges  of 
the.{ansifcnfc.  town  'Ferulam?  fo  cbnfiderablc 
in  the  time  of  the  Romans.      :*:;:, .  . . .  .;'.;: 

\  :  7h^:figl^  o/fii$artwt9  between  St.  Aiban's 
and  London,  was  alfo  the  fc£ne  of  a  bloody 
battle  in  thofe  deftru&ive  wars  of  the  two 
houfev  >ybich  proved  deciiive- in  favour 
of  Edyyard >  IV..  his  great;  fpe,;;the  ,'king* 
mja&ng;  EafLiof  Warwick^  being  there 
flftin*    lltrwaau  fought  oh  .Eajfter-day  in 

iheyQar:!t47*>-  •'•  •  -    ,::  "•  ■'■■■ 

.  . .       .  . 
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This  county  is  bounded  on  the  north 
by  Hertfordshire,  opi  .the  weft  by  Buck* 
inghamfhire,  on  the  fbuth  by  Surry  and  * 
corner  of  Kent,  and  on  {he  eaft  'by  Eflex. 

'       '    i  •  .    | 

On  three  fides  it  has  the  natural  limits  of 
rivers;  the  Thames.' on. the  Ibuth,  the  Coin 
on  xhe  weft,  divided  into  feveral  parallel 
and  communicating  ftreams,  and  the  Lea 
on  the  eaft.  Its  general  figure  is  quadran- 
gular, but  rendered  very  irregular,  on  the 
fouthern  fide  by  the  windings  of  the  Thames, 
and  on  the  northern  by  a  hook- like  projeo 
tioir  into  Hertfordftufe.  In  fize  it  is  one  of 
the  leaft  of  the  counties,  meafuring  at  the 

utmoft 
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utmoft  only  about  twenty-two  miles  from 
eaft  to  weft,  and  feventeen  from  north  to 
fouth. 

Middlefex  is  naturally  a  diftrift  of  little 
fertility ,  its  general  foil  being  a  lean  gravel; 
though,  by  means  of  the  vicinity  of  the  me- 
tropolis, many  parts  of  it  are  converted 
into  rich  beds  of  manure,  clothed  with  al- 
jtooft  perpetual  verdure*    There  are  ftill, 
Jbowever,  feverat  extenfive  tfifts  of  uhcul- 
jivated  heath;  a&tfaiat  of  Hounjlow  at  the 
fouth-weftfern  part,  and  Fiuckkj-amrmstt  to 
the  north  of  London.     This  laft  ftretches 
to  the  borders  oi. Enfield- chafe+  a  hrfgc  tracft 
of  wood-latod  ftocked  with  deer,  and  con- 
tinues nearly  to  Epping  foreft  in  Effex. 

t 

Befides  the  boundary  rivers  already  men* 
tioned, .  Middfefex  is  watered  by  feveral 
ibtali.  flf  earns,  one  of  which,  Called  the 
JMw-nW,  is  artificially  brought  from  An> 
vrell*  ntaar  Ware;  in  Hertfordshire,  for  the 
purpofc  of  fupplybg  London  with.  Water; 

ift 
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in  the  pipes  and  citterns  of  which  vafl  city 
it  may  be  faid  to  terminate. 

The  whole  county,  indeed,  may  be  con* 
iidered  as  a  fort  of  demefne  to  the  metro- 
polis,  bieing  covered  with  its  villas,  inter- 
faced by  the  innumerable  roads  leading  to 
it,  and  laid  out  in  gardens,  paftures,  and 
enclofures  of  all  forts  for  its  convenience 
and  fupport.  Very  little  corn  is  grown  in 
it,  the  land  being  applicable,  by  the  force 
of  manure,  to  fo  many  more  profitable 
purpofes.  It  fwarms  with  people  in  its  nu- 
merous and  extenfive  villages ;  but  no 
large  towns  can  exift  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  that  which  attradls  people  fo  ftrongly 
from  the  whole  nation. 

To  attempt  any  defcription,  however 
flight,  of  fuch  a  place  as  London >  would  be 
inconfiftent  with  a  plan,  the  whole  of  which 
is  comprifed  in  a  fmall  volume.  It  will  be 
fufficient  to  point  out  fome  of  the  peculi- 
arities of  its    fituation,    and   the    general 

caufes 
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catifes  which  have  raifed  it  to  fuch  immetife 
bulk  and  opulence. 

The  united  cities  of  London  and 
Westminster  are  fituated  on  a  gentle  de- 
clivity on  the  northern  bank  of  the  Thames; 
the  bending  courfe  of  which  river  they 
follow  for  the  fpace  of  fome  miles.  On  the 
oppofite  bank,  upon  more  level  and  natu* 
rally  marihy  ground,  lies  the  borough  0f 
Southwark,  bordering  the  river  ftiij 
farther  than  London  does*  The  broad 
ftream  of  the  Thames  flowing  between, 
continually  agitated  by  a  brifk  current,  or 
a  rapid  tide,  brings  conftant  fupplies  of 
ftefhair,  which  no  buildings  can  intercept. 
The  country  round,  efpecially  on  the  Lon-' 
don  fide,  is  nearly  open  to  fome  diftance, 
whence,  by  the  a&ion  of  the  fun  and  wind 
on  a  gravelly  foil,  it  is  kept  tolerably  dry- 
in  all  feafons,  and  affords  no  lodgment  for 
ftagnant  air  or  water.  -  The  cleanlinefs  of 
London,  as  well  as  its  fupply  of  water,  arc 
greatly  aided  by  its  fituation  on  the  banks 

of 
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of  the  Thames ;  and  thte  New-river,  toge- 
ther with  many  good  fprings  within  the 
city  itfelf,  further  contribute  to  the  abund-* 
ance  of  that  neceflary  element.  All  thefe 
are  advantages,  with  refpeft  to  health,  in 
which  thi.s  metropolis  is  exceeded  by  few. 

Its  fituation  with  regard  to  the  circum- 
ftance  of  navigation  is  equally  well  chofen: 
had  it  been  placed  lower  on  the  Thames* 
befides  being  annoyed  by  the  marfhes,  it 
would  have  been  more  liable  to  infuks 
from  foreign  foes :  had  it  been  higher,  it 
would  not  have  been  acceflible,  as  at  pre- 
fent,  to  (hips  of  large  burthen.  It  now 
pofleffes  every  advantage  that  can  be  de- 
rived from  a  fea- port  without  its  dangers; 
and  at  the  fame  time,  by  means  of  its  noble 
river,  enjoys  a  very  extenfive  communica- 
tion with  the  internal  parts  of  the  country, 
which  fupply  it  with  all  forts  of  neceffaries, 
and  in  return  receive  from  it  fnch  commo- 
dities as  they  require.  With  the  great  ar- 
ticle of  fewel  London  is  plentifully  fupplU 

3  *d 


356  2NGLAP?   DELINEATED, 

ed  by  fea  from  the  northern  collieries ;  and 
to  this  circumstance  the  nation  is  indebted 
for  a  great  nurfery  of  feamen,  not  depend* 
ing  upon  foreign  commerce ;  which  is  a 
principal  fource  of  its  naval  fuperiority* 
Corn  and  various  other  articles  are  with 
equal  eafe  conveyed  to  it  from  all  the  mari-* 
time  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  great  num* 
bers  of  coafling  veffels  are  continually  em* 
.  ployed  for  this  purpofe. 

London  therefore  unites  in  itfelf  all  the 
benefits,  arifing  from  navigation  and  com* 
metre,  with  thole  of  a  metropolis  at  which 
all  the  public  buiinefs  of  a  great  nation  is 
tranfa&ed;  and  is  at  the  fame  time  the 
mercantile  and  political  head  of  thefe  king* 
doms.  It  is  alfo  the  feat  of  many  confider- 
able  manufaft ures ;  fome  almofl  peculiar  to 
itfelf,  as  miniftering  to  the  demands  of 
ftudied  fplendour  and  refined  luxury;  others 
in  which  it  participates  with  the  manufac- 
turing towns  in  general,  with  this  difference, 
that  only  the  finer  and  more  coftly  of  their 

works 
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\frorks  are  performed  here.    The  moft  im- 
portant of  its  peculiar  mahufaftures  is  the 
filk  weaving,  eftablifhed  in  Spital-fi"el3s  by 
refugees  from  France*     A  variety  of  works 
in  gold,  filver,  and  jewellery;  the  engrav- 
ing of  prints;  the  making  of  optical  and 
mathematical  inftruments,  are  like  wife  priri- 
'cipally  or  folely  executed  here,  and  fome 
of  them  in  greater  perfc&ion  than  in  ahy 
otter  country.      The  porter-brewery,    a 
biifinefs  of  very  great  extent,  is  alfo  chief- 
ly carried"  on  in  London.     To  its  port  are 
likewife  confined  fome  branches  of  foreign 
commerce,  as  the  vaft  Eaft  India  trade,  and 
tKbfe  to  Turkey  and  Hiidfon's  Bay. 

Thus  London  has  rifen  to  its  prefent 
rank  of  the  firff  city  in  Europe  with  refpedt 
to  bpulthce ;  and  nearly,  if  not  entirely  fo, 
as  to  number  of  inhabitants.  Paris  and 
Conftantinople  may  difpute  the  latter  with 
it.  Its  population,  like  that  of  all  other 
towns,  has  been  greatly  over-rated,  and 
is  not  yet  exadlly  determined  5  but  it  is 

R  probable 
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probable  that  the  refidents  in  London, 
Weftminfter,  Soiithwark,  and  all  the  out- 
parifhes,  fall  fhort  of  600,060. 

The  ftyle  of  building,  both  pubfic  and 
private,  in  this  metropolis,  is  rather  formed 
upon  the  plan  of  neatnefs  and  convenience 
than  of  fplendour  and  magnificence.  No 
capital  contains  proportionally  fewer  pa- 
laces, and  none  fo  many  good  houfes.  Of 
the  public  edifices,  S.  Paul's  church,  So- 
merfet  buildings,  and  two  of  the  bridges, 
are  almoft  the  only  pries  that  have  preten- 
fions  to  grandeur  and  beauty  united.  The 
ftreets  in  the  old  parts  of  the  town  are,  for 
the  moft  part,  ill  laid  out,  and  frequently 
narrow ;  but  the  new  ftreets  a,nd  fquares  are 
planned  and  built  with  great  regularity  and 
elegatke.  The.  paving  and  lighting  of  the 
whole  are  admirable. 

The  faarket  towns  in  Middlefex  afford 
nothing  remarkable. 


At 
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At  Brentford,  where  the  Brent  enters  the 
Thames,  King  Edmund  Ironfide  defeated* 
the  Danes  drawn  off  from  the  liege  of  Lon- 
don, and  drove  them  acrofs  the  river.     To 
this   place  alfo  King  Charles  I.  advanced 
after  the  battle  of  Edgehill,  and  gave  a 
hot  alarm  to  the  metropolis.    The  banks 
of  the  Thames  from  hence  to  London  are 
aimoft  entirely  laid  out  in   gardens  and 
nurfery  grounds,    for  the  fupply  of  the 
capital. 

The  royal  palace  of  Hampton-court  on 
The  Thames,  originally  built  by  Cardinal 
"Wolfey,  and  a  favourite  refidence  of  King 
William,  is  now  aimoft  deferted. 

At  Kenfington  is  alfo  a  royal  palace, 
chiefly  remarkable  for  its  gardens. 

Chelfea  is  diftinguiftied  by  its  fpacious 
hofpital  for  fuperannuated  and  difabled 
foldiers. 

R  2  5VRRY. 
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This  county  has  to' did  north  MiddkfcX 
and  a  point  of  Buckinghamshire,  from  both 
wjikh  it  is  feparated  by  the  Thames  J  to 
the  weft  Berkfliire  a&d  Hampihirc;  to. the 
fouth  Suffex,  and  to  the  eaft  Kpat»,  Its 
fhape  is  a  pretty  regular  oblpng^  except 
the  northern  fide,  which  is  deeply  indent- 
ed by  the  windings  of  the  Thames.  Its 
greateft  length  is  about  twenty-foven  mile*, 
and  breadth  thirty-feven. 

Surry  has  bepn  compared  to  a  pitap  of 
coarfe  cloth  with  a  fine  border;  its  cir- 
cumference being  in  general  fertile,  but  its 

middle 
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middle  parts  barren.  On  the  banks  of 
the  Thames  it  has  a  range  of  beautiful 
meadows,  interfperfed  with  Numerous  villas 
and  pleafure  grounds,  Acroifs  the  middle 
ef  the  couAty,  from  eaft  tb  weft,  runs  a 
tidgc  of  irregular  hills,  abounding  in  chalk, 
and  intermixed  with  wide  open  downs 
and  fandy  heaths,  The  Ban/lead  downs  in 
this  draft  are  noted  for  feeding  the  fwecteft 
mutton.  Dyer,  defcribing  the  fi'tuatioos 
moft  favourable  for  the  fheep,  fays, 

j$ach  *re  the  downs  of  fcanfiead,  edged  with  woods 
And  towery  villas.  Fleece. 

■ 

Clofe  to  thefe  is  Epfom-warren,  a  cele* 
brdtfed  race-ground;  riear  which  a  well- 
£nown  mineral  purging  faring  arife$. 

Further  on  is  Box-bill,  covered  with  the 
largeft  box -trees  in  England.  The  White 
downs,  fo  called  from  their  chalky  foil,  arc 
juft  in  the  centre  of  the  county, 

R  3  The 
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The  fame  hilly  and  naked  grounds  ap- 
pear towards*  the  north- weftern  corner; 
where  Bagjhot-heath  and  the  adjacent  com- 
mons extend, :  All  -thefe  parts,  however^ 
afford  intervals  of  >fertile  and  well-culti- 
vated vales.  A  newly  undertaken  canal 
from  Bafingftoke  in  Hamplhire  to  the 
river  Wey,  will  crofs-  this  trad,  and  is  ex- 
pected to  contribute  greatly  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  barren  heaths, , 


t~' ' 


Immediately  beneath. the  hill?  to  .the 
fouth  and  eaft  lies  Holms- date,  a  rough  and 
woody  trad:,  extending  into  Kent,  in 
which  ,jed  deer  are  ftill  found.  It  is  faid 
to  tyke  its  name  fforji'  the  holm-pak  with 
which  it  abounds. 

The  fouthern  jkirt  of  the  county*  is  well 
watered,  and  finely  varied  with  wood, 
arable,  and  pafyire. 

•  •  •  i  > 

The  principal  river  of  this  county  is 
the  Wey9  which  rifes  in  Hamplhire,  and, 

after 
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after  paffing  Guilford,  flows  on  to  the 
Thames,  which  it  joins  near  Chertfey.  It 
turns  many  paper  and  corn  mills  for  the 
ufe  of  the  metropolis.  Pope,  in  his 
Windfor-foreft,  characterizes  this  river  as 
the 

■  ■  cbtlkj  Wey,  that  rolls  a  milky  wave. 

The  Moky  fpringing  in  the  borders  of 
Suflex,  flows  through  the  centre  of  the 
county  to  join  the  Thames  a  little  below 
the  former.  This  river,  near  Box-hill, 
finks  under  ground,  and  appears  again  at 
the  diftance  of  two  or  three  miles.  Hence 
the  fame  poet  calls  it 

The  fallen  Mole  that  hides  his  diving  flood. 

Numerous  rivulets  from  the  weft  and 
fouth  join  the  Wey;  and  from  the  fouth- 
eaft  the  Mole. 

With  refpeft  to  the  traffic  and  produfts 
of  this  county,  all  that  part  of  it  which 

R  4  lies 
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lies  neareft  London  is  devoted  to  the  plea* 
fure  aod  fupplyof  the  inhabitants  of  the 
metropolis.  Some  .of  the  moft  delightful 
villas  round  London  are  on  the  Surry  banks 
of  the  Thames.  *  Richmond,  which  poflefles 
a  royal  feat,  affords  from  its  hill  a  profpeft 
of'  rural  elegance  and  beauty  unrivalled  in 
the  kingdom.  Keza,  adjoining  to  it,  is 
alfo  an  octfafional  refidence  of  the  royal 
family,  and  has  a  y^ry  complete  botanical 
garden. 

The  villages,  of  Putney,  Wnn^fwortb, 
Batterfza,  &c  on  the  river,  cultivate  vaft 
quantities  of  vegetables  for  the  London 

markets. 

The  remoter  parts  grow  corn  and  the 
other  ufual  produdts  of  farming  countries. 
Hqp$  are,  cultivated  with,  great  fuccefij  o$ 
the  weftern  border. 

The  koroygh  of  $outhvp#rk  is  the  princi- 

pa}  place  for.  popyJiOufAefs  mi.  traffic  ijp 

8  '  this 


this  county;  but  it  has  been  already  men- 
tioned as  .competing  a  part  of  London.  It 
is  particularly  concerned  in  rhe  vaft  bufi- 
nets  carried  on  upon  the  Thames,  both 
above  and  below  bridge. 

Guilford  is  properly  the  county  town. 
The  Wey  is  navigable  from  thence  to  the 
Thames,,  and  much  corn  and  timber  an; 
carried  upon  it. 

Farnbam,  on  the  borders  of  Hampshire,  Is 
remarkable  for  one  of  the  greateft  wheat 
markets  in  England ;  and  for  the  fale  of  the 
fineft  hops,  grown  in  plantations  round  it. 

Kingjlon  upon  Thames  is  a  handfome  and 
genteel  town,  at  which  the  affizes  are  held 
alternately  with  Guilford. 

Dorking  is  noted  for*  its  large  breed  of 
fowls,  which,  with  other  poultry,  it  fendf 
Co  the  London  markets. 

Between 
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Between  Egham  and  Stains  is  the  famous 
Ruwrymede,  a  meadow  on  the  Thames, 

Where  England's  ancient  barons,  clad  in  arms, 
And  item  with  conqueit,  from  their  tyrant  king, 
Then  rendered  tame,  did  challenge  and  fecure 
The  charter  of  her  freedom.  Ak  e  n  s  i  d  e  . 

This  great  event  of  King  John's  figning 
Magna  Chart  a  happened  in  the  year  1 2 1 6. 


MMVM 
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The  county  of  Kent  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  Thames,  firft  flowing  between 
it  acid  Efiex,  and  then  expanding  into  an 
cxtenfive  kind  of  bay,  reaching  to  the  coaft 
of  Suffolk;  on  the  eaft  and  fouth -eaft 
by  the  German  ocean  and  ftraits  of  Dover ; 
on  the  fouth  by  Suffex ;  and  on  the  weft 
by  Surry.  It  is  of  an  ■  irregularly  oblong 
figure,  meafuring  from  eaft  to  weft  about 
fifty-eight  miles,  from  north  to  fouth  about 
thirty-fix  miles. 

In  this  large  fpace  there  is  confiderable 
diverfity  of  foil  and  face  of  country.    The 

banks 
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banks  of  the  Thames  are  low  and  marfhy, 
but  backed  by  a  range  of  chalky  eminences, 
Ibmetknes  rifing  to  a  moderate  height. 
This  kind  of  hard  chalky  foil,  inclining  to 
barrennefs,  extends  to  the  north  eaften* 
/extremity  of  the  county,  and  thence  round 
to  Dover,  exhibiting  its  nature  in  the  lofty 
white  cliffs,  which  here  bound  the  ifland, 
and  produce  that  ftriking  appearance 
irom  fe^  wliich  ^v(?  it  thj  ancient  juupp  of 

The  fouthem  part  of  Kent,  calkd  the 
WwUy  is  a  flat  woody  tra&,  of  a  clayey 
foil;  fruitful,  but  unwholefome  on  account 
of  its  moiftute.  It  terminates  in  the  great 
marfh  of  Romney.  It  is  in  this  part  par* 
ticularty  th^t  the  opulence  of  the  farmer* 
has  given  the  proverbial  appellation  of  the 
wealthy  Kentifh  yeomen. 

• 

The  midland  and  weftera  diftrifts  are  a 
happy  mixture  of  hill  and  vale,  arable  and 

paflure, 
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p*fture,  equal  in  plea&ntnefs  and  variety ' 
of  produ&a  to  any  part  of  England. 

Kent  produces,  befides  the  ufual  objedb 
of  agriculture,  large  quantities  of  hops^ 
by  which  the  London  breweries  are  almoft 
folely  fgpplied ;  fruit  of  various  kinds,  es- 
pecially cherries  and  apples,  of  which  are 
large  orchards  for  the  London  markets; 
toadder  for  dying;  timber  in  the  woody 
parts,  and  birch  twigs  for  brooms,  which 
form  no  fmall  article  of  commerce  for  the 
ufe  of  the  metropolis. 

The  principal  river  of  Kent,  befides  the 
Thames,  is  the  Medzvay,  which,  coming 
down  from  Suffex,  and  joined  by  many 
rivulets  from  the  Weald,  crofles  this  coun- 
ty by  Maidftone  and  Rochefter,  and  falls 
into  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  between  the 
ifles  of  Shepey  and  Grain. 


The 
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The  Stour,  a  fmall  ftreanr  rifing  in  the 
Weald,  flows  by  Canterbury,  and  empties 
itfelf  into  the  fea  below  Sandwich. 

» 

The  Rother,  from  Suflex,  forms  the  li- 
mit between  the  two  counties  for  a  fmall 
fpace,  and  then  joins  the  fea  at  Rye. 

In  furveying  the  numerous  places  in  Kent 
which  deferve  notice,  we  fhall  proceed 
down  the  Thames,  and  thence  along  the 
fea-coaft.  , 

Deptford,  2l  very  populous  village,  con* 
taining  a  royal  dock-yard  and  arfenal,  as 
well  as  feveral  large  private  docks,  is  the 
firft  place  in  this  county  vifited  by  the 
Thames. 

Then  fucceeds  Greenwich,  a  confiderable 

town,  diftinguiftied  by  its  royal  park  and 

obfervatory,  and  ftill   more  by  its  noble 

hofpital  for  maimed  and  decayed  feamen, 

6  which 
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which  is  one  of  the  grandeft  edifices,  as  well 
as  of  the  mod  ufeful  inftitutions  in  the 
kingdom.  Several  of  our  monarchs,  and 
among  them  Queen  Elizabeth ,  were  born  in 
in  the  palace  formerly  fituated  here. 

Woolwich,  fomewhat  below,  is  one  of  the 
greateft  depofits  of  ordnance  and  naval 
ftores  belonging  to  the  nation.  It  has  a 
foundery  for  cannon,  and  feveral  docks  for 
men  of  war,  the  largeft  of  which  have  here 
fufficient  depth  of  water  to  ride  at  all  times 
in  fafety.  A  royal  military  academy,  is 
eftablifhed  at  this  place. 

Gravefend  is  the  place  where  outward- 
bound  fhips  lie  till  vifited  by  the  cuftom- 
houfe  officers,  and  where  paflengers  com- 
monly land  and  embark.  Great  quan- 
tities of  garden  vegetables  are  grown  in 
its  neighbourhood. 

Near  Gravefend  are  vaft  chalk  pits,  from 
which  great  quantities  of  lime  are  made. 

*   flint- 
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£lint-ftones  taken  out  of  the  pits  are  fettt 
as  far  as  Staffordlhire  for  the  ufe  of  the  pot- 
teries there*  Farther  down  a  mar (hy  pe- 
ninfula  ftretches  out,  terminating  in  the 
ille  of  Grain,  refund  which  is  the  mouth  of 
the  Med  way.  A  little  way  up  this  river 
lies  the  town  of  Chatham,  famous  for  its 
great  naval  arfenal  and  docks,  defended  by 
ftrong  and  extehfive  fortifications*  Many 
of  the  largeft  (hips  of  war  are  laid  up  here 
in  time  of  peace.  In  the  inglorious  reigd 
6f  Charles  If.  the  Dutch,  failing  up  this 
fiver,  here  deftfoyed  feveral  capital  vefTels. 

Contiguous  to  Chatham  is  the  city  of 
Rochefter;  a  place  of  great  antiquity,  but  at 
prefent  of  fmall  confequericfr.  It  has  ju- 
rifdi&ion  over  the  great  oyfter  fifhery  in 
the  fqveral  creeks  of  the  Medway. 

Defcending  this  river  again,  the  IJU  of 
Shepey  appears ;  a  low  trad,  feparated  from 
the  land  by  the  Baft  Swale,  a  branch  of  the 
Medvray.     It  yields  plenty  of  corn,  and 

feeds 
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feed*  numerous  flocks  of  fheep.  On  its 
northern  point,  called  Sbirenefs9  is  a  fort 
for  the  protection  of  the  Medway,  reckon- 
ed pne  of  the  motft  unhealthy  fpots  in  Eng- 
land. Milton,  oppofite  this  ifland,  ismoted 
for  its  large  oy tiers.  > 

Fever/ham,  at  a  fmall  diftance  frpmthc 
fhore,  has  a  fmall  port  on  a  creek, .  jmd  is 
famous  for  the  beft  oyfters  for,  laying  in 
flews.  Here  that  mifguided  King  James  II. 
was  flopped,  attempting  to  embark  for 
France,  after  the  fuccefs  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange.  The  country  about  Feverfham  is 
very  rich*  There  are  feveral  gunpowder 
.  mills  in  its  neighbourhood. 

Further  eatflward  begin  the  chalk  clifli, 
forming:  a  kind  of  wall  in  front  ^of  the 
fea.  The  eaftem  angle  of  the  coaft  confifts 
of  the  ifle  of  Thanet,  now  feparated  from 
the  main  only  by  a  narrow  channel  of  the 
Stour.  It  produces  much  corn,  efpecially 
barley,  and  alfo  madder.     The  fouthern 

S  part 
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part  of  it  contains  a  trad  of  rich  marfhland. 
The  hufbandry  of  thi9  ifle,  and  of  Eaft 
Kent  in  genera],  has  long  been  famous. 
In  the  ifle  of  Thanet  is  Margate,  a  place 
rapidly  increafed  of  late  years,  by  the 
great  refort  from  London  for  the  purpofe 
of  fea-bathing.  It  has  a  harbour,  from 
whence  the  corn  of  the  country  is  exported ; 
and  veflels  are  frequently  paffing  from  it  to 
the  coaft  of  Flanders* 

Round  the  land  from  hence  is  the  point 
called  North  Foreland,  between  which  and 
South  Foreland  lie  the  Downs,  a  greatly  fre- 
quented road  for  Shipping.     Off  at  fea  are 
the  dangerous  Goodwin  Sands,  fuppofed  for- 
merly to  have  made  a  part  of  the  Kentifli 
land.     For  the  better  fecurity  of  naviga- 
tion on  this  coaft,  great  fums  of  money 
have  been  expended  in  building  piers  at 
Ramjgate;  but  its  haven  is  ftlll  very  indif- 
ferent.    This  town  has  fome  trade  to  the 
Baltic,  and  is  frequented  for  bathing. 

Sandwich, 
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Sandwich,  a  little  way  up  the  Stour,  has 
its  harbour  fo  choked  up  as  to  admit  only 
fmall  veffels,  which  export  corn,  fruit, 
and  garden  feeds,  the  product  of  the  neigh* 
bourhood. 

The  fhore  from  hence  to  Deal  is  flat  and 
fandy.  The  towns  and  villages  on  the  coaft 
are  inhabited  by  fifhermen,  pilots,  and 
others  who  gain  fubfiftence  from  the  fea, 
and  find  frequent  employ  in  affifting  brand- 
ed (hips,  and  faving  goods  and  men  from 
wrecks.  The  Deal  people  are  reckoned 
peculiarly  bold'-and  aftive  upon  thefe  oc- 
cafions.  That  town  has  alfo  a  confiderable 
traffic  in  fupplying  fhips  with  vegetables 
and  other  necefiaries. 

On  turning  the  South  Foreland,  the  fa- 
mous town  and  caftle  of  Dover  appear, 
formerly  a  place  of  the  greateft  importance, 
and  accounted  the  key  of  die  ifland ;  but 
at  prefent  chiefly  known  as  the  ftation  of 
the  French  and  Flcmifh  pacquets,  and  the 

S  2  (horteft 
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jfhorteft  paffage  to  the  Continent.  The 
diftante  from  t)over  to  Calais  is  but  ^twenty- 
feven  miles;  and,  in  the  riarroweft  pfcrt  of 
'the  Straits,  the  two  lands  are  only  twenty- 
one  miles  afunder.  The  harbour  of  Dover 
is  made  by  a  gap  in  the  cliffs,  which  are 
here"  of  fublime  height,  though  lotfiewhat 
exaggerated  in  the  moft  pifturefque  defec- 
tion of  Shakefpeare.  Dbver  is  the  princi- 
pal, though  not  the  firft  in  rank,  of  thofe 
ancient  port  toWns  on  this  cdaft  called  the 
Cinque-ports 9  formerly  of  great  confequence; 
but  now,  either  from  changes  in  the  coaft 
itfelf,  or  the  alterations  in  trade  and  navi- 
gation, become  almoft  infighificant.  They 
are  ftill,  however,  diftinguifhed  by  various 
privileges. 

The  c6untry  inland  from  Dover  confifts 
chiefly  of  open  downs,  excellent  for  the 
feeding  of  fheep. 

The  high  chalk  cliffs  continue  to  Fotk- 
Jioht,&  fifllihg  town,  from  whence  the  coift 

becomes 
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becomes  flat  and  marfhy  to  the  extreme 
point  of  Kent,  Dungenejs.  This  is  the  ter- 
mination of  Rumney-marfh,  a  vaft  traft  of 
rich  wet  land,  in  which  all  animals  are 
fattened  to  an  extraordinary  fize.  Many 
bullocks  are  fent  from  hence  to  the  London 
market.  This  country  is  reckoned  very 
unhealthy. 

.  Of  the  inland  towns  in  Kent,  the  firft  to 
be  mentioned  is  the  city  of  Canterbury,  dif- 
tinguiftied  by  being  the  metropolitan  fee  of 
all  England.  Its  ample  cathedral  has  been 
the  burial  place  of  m^ny  of  our  kings  and 
princes,  among  whom. were  Henry  IV.  and 
the  Black  Prince.  At  one  of  its  alters  w^s 
murdered  that  turbulent  and  ambitious 
prieft,  the  archbifhop  Thomas  a  Becket, 
whom  fuperftition  afterwards  made  a  faint; 
and  his  rich  (brine  in  this  cathedral  was 
vifited  by  pilgrims  from  all  parts  of  Europe. 
Canterbury  is  an  old  and  meanly  built  city, 
in  a  declining  date,  notwithftanding  it 
poffefles  a  fhare  of  the  filk  manufactures 

S  3  introduced 
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introduced  by  the  French  refugees.  It  is 
celebrated  for  brawn,  and  the  country 
round  produces  much  hops. 

Maid/lone,  the  county-town  of  Kent,  "by 
means  of  its  river  the  Medway,  enjoys  a 
brifk  trade  in  exporting  the  commodities 
of  the  county,  particularly  its  hops,  of 
which  there  are  numerous  plantations 
around  it.  Linen  thread  is  alfo  made  in 
this  place. 

fiihbridge,  further  up  the  feme  river, 
which  is  navigable  to  it  for  barges,  is  fa- 
mous for  its  elegant  turnery  ware.  The 
chalybeat  wells  in  its  neighbourhood  were 
once  one  of  the  mod  fashionable  places  of 
public  refort,  and  are  ftill  frequented  by 
many  invalids  in  the  feafon. 

Near  Sevenoaks  the  rebel  Cade  defeated  * 
party  of  the  royal  forces  in  Henry  VF 
time. 
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At  Dartford  began  the  infurrcftion  of 
Wat  Tyler  and  Jack  Straw,  who  afterwards 
muttered  a  vaft  force  oil  Blackheath,  near 
Greenwich,  and  marched  to  London. 

Swanefcombty  near  Gravefend,  is  the  place 
-where,  it  is  faid,  the  Kentifh  men,  con* 
cealed  by  boughs  of  trees,  met  William 
the  Conqueror,  and  demanded  and  obtain- 
ed the  confirmation  of  all  their  rights  and 
privileges  as  the  condition  of  their  fubmif- 
fjon.  The  fad  is  doubted;  though  it  is 
certain  that  many  pecular  cuftoms  (till  re- 
main in  Kent,  one  of  the  mod  remarkable 
of  which  is  that  of  gavelkind,  or  the  equal 
diftribution  of  landed  property  among  all 
the  fons  in  a  family. 


S  4  SUSSEX. 
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'  Tim  county,  which,  forms  a  long  flip 
ofi  h&fi  ranging  aloogi  the  fea-coaft,  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Surry  arid  Kent; 
cm  the  fouth  by  the  Bririfh  Channel,  which, 
together  with  Kent,  forms  its  narrow  eaffc* 
earn  boundary;  and  to  the  weft  by  Hamp- 
shire, From  eaft  to  weft  it  mcafum*  full 
feventy  miles,  from  north  to.  fouth  in.  no 
part  more  than  twenty-eight  miles,  and  in 
general  confiderably  lefs. 

The  northern  past  of-  Suffex,  a  tradt  con- 
tinued from  the  Weald  of  Kent,  and  of 
the  fame  nature  with  it,  was  formerly  en*, 
tirely  covered  with  forefts;   and,  though 

3  many 
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many  of  thefe  have  been  cut  dpwn,  it  is 
ftill  well  furnifhed  with  timber  both  of 
large  and  fmall  growth. 

The  middle  line  of  the  county  is  a  rich 
tradfc  of  arable  and  meadow.  To  it  fucceed 
the  Downs,  a  range  of  green  open  hills  of. 
a  chalky  foil,  affording  excellent  pafturage 
for  Iheep,  anid  in  many  parts  fertile  in  corn. 
The  birds  called  wheat-ears  are  particu- 
larly numerous  and  excellent  on  thefe 
Downs,  and  are  caught  by  the  Ihepherds 
in  great  numbers.  The  trad:  from  Lewes 
and  its  neighbourhood  to  the  fea  is  pecu- 
liarly famous,  under  the  name  of  the  South 
Downs,  for  its  fine  velvet-lil^e  turf,  and  the 
gpodnefs  of  its  wool  and  mutton.  Towards 
the  fea  the  land  in  general  .declines^  and 
in  fome  parts  is  marlhy. 

This  county  was  formerly  famous  for 
iron-works,  in  which  great  quantities  of 
charcoal  were  ufed  for  fmelting  the  ore, 
and  thus  the  woods  came  to  be  gradually 

wafted. 
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wafted.  The worksare  nowalmoftor  entirely 
abandoned;  this bufinefs,  from  the  late  im- 
provements in  fmelting  iron  with  pit- coal, 
having  migrated  to  the  counties  which 
abound  in  that  cheaper  article,  as  well  as 
in  iron  ore.  The  produ&s  for  which  Suflex 
is  at  prefent  diftinguifhed  are  chiefly  corn, 
hops,  wool,  cattle  and  timber. 

Several  fmall  ftreams  water  this  county, 
the  courfe  of  which  is  little  more  than 
acrofs  it.  The  Arun,  rifing  in  the  weftern 
border,  meanders  through  a  beautiful  trail 
of  country,  and  falls  into  the  fea  a  little 
below  Arundel.  It  is  fampus  for  mullets, 
Parallel  to  this  flows  the  Adur,  coming 
down  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Horfham, 
and  difchargfng  itfelf  near  New  Shoreham. 
An  Onfe  (vVhich  name  is  common  to  fo 
many  rivers)  fucceeds,  on  the  banks  of 
which  many  of  the  forges  were  fituated.  It 
pafles  Lewes,  and  enters  the  fea  near  Sea- 
ford. 

* 

Several 
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Several  final}  rivulets  occupy  the  eaftern 
part,  to  which  at  length  fucceeds  the  fmall 
eftpary  of  the  Rother,  forming  Rye  harbour, 
and  feparating  Suflex  from  Kent.  From 
this  point  we  iha).l  begin  a  furvey  pf  the 

1 

fea-coaft,  which  is  in  general  rocky,  and 
lined  with  fand-banks,  fo  that  the  harbours 
pre  fmall,  and  have  little  draught  of 
water. 

The  town  of  Rye,  an  appendage  to  the 
Cinque-ports,  is  populous,  though  its  port 
is  fo  choked  with  fapd  that  it  can  admit 
only  fmall  veflels.  It  exports  corn,  malt, 
hops,  and  other  produds  of  the  county. 
Its  fiftiermcn  fend  confidgrable  fupplies  to 
(he  London  markets. 

IVinchelfea,  one  of  the  Cinque-ports,  is 
now  deferted  by  the  fea,  and  exhibits  no- 
thing but  defolation  in  its  grafs- grown 
ftreets.  A  finely-varied  country,  covered 
with  woods,  fijcceedjs,  extending  to 

Haftings, 
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Ha/lings?  the  firft  in  rank  of  the  Cinque- 
ports,  but  which  now  pofieffes  only  an  in- 
different harbour,  and  has  little  trade  but 
the  filhery.  It  is  famous  in  hiftory  for  the 
deeifive  battle  in  1066  between  William 
Duke  of  Normandy  and  Harold ;  in  which 
the  former,  by  his  vi&ory,  obtained  the 
crown  of  England,  and  appellation  of  the 
Conqueror,  He  is  fuppofed  to  have  landed 
at  or  near  Pevenfey;  and,  after  burning  his 
Ihips,  to  have  muttered  bis  arjny  at  Haft- 
ings,  and  marched  to  battle  in  an  adjacent 
plain.  The  abbey  of  Battel^  was  founded 
in  memory  of  this  great  combat.  The 
jjrefent  town  on  its  fite  is  noted  for  a  manu- 
facture conformable  to  its  name  and  origin, 
that  of  gunpowder. 

From  hence  the  coaft  bends  fouthwards 
with  a  low  (hore  along  Pevenfey  level  to  a 
blunt  high  prqmontory,  called  Beachy-head> 
and  then  runs  a  little  northwards,  by  Sea- 
ford,  a  fifhing  town,  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Oufe;  to  Brighthelmjione*      This  is  one  of 

the 
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-the  mod  fafhionahle  reforts  at  the  prefent 
time  for  fea-bathing,  and  is  alfo  a  place  of 
embarkation  for  France.  It  employs  marfy 
boats  in  the  herring  and  mackerel  fifhery. 
Its  cliffs  are  continually  becoming  a  prey 
to  the  waves. 

New  Shoreham  is  the  next  port;  which 
has  alfo  fuffered  by  the  waves,  but  has  ft  ill 
a  confiderable  trade  in  (hip-building,  the 
timber  for  which  it  derives  from  the  interior 
parts  pf  the  county. 

A  few  miles  up  the  Arun,  is  Arundel, 
another  port. 

The  coaft  then,  taking  another  bend, 
forms  the  bill  and  peninfula  of  Selfey,  noted 
for  its  cockles;  and,  foon  after,  reaching 
the  extremity  of  the  county,  turns  into  a 
kind  of  clofe  bay,  near  the  creek  of  which  is 
fituated  the  city  of  Chichejler.  This  is  a 
place  of  fome  traffic  in  the  export  of  corn, 

malt, 
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malt,  and  other  commodities,  and  has  fotne 
foreign  commerce.  Needles  are  manu- 
factured here.  The  haven  affords  fine 
lobfters. 

Few  of  the  inland  towns  of  Suffex  require 
particular  notice. 

I^eweSj  accounted  the  capital,  is  a  well 
built  populous  place,  fituated  in  a  very 
plentiful  country.  Its  -  river v  is  navigable 
for  barges.  Near  this  town  was  fought  a 
bloody  battle  in  the  Baron's  wars,  in  1263, 
wherein  King  Henry  III.  was  defeated  and 
made  prifoner. 

Horjham,  near  the  borders  of  Surry,  is  a 
confiderable  town,  at  which  the  aflizes  are 
occafionally  held.  Its  market  fupplies 
London  with  much  fine  poultry. 
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The  county  of  Berks  lias  to  the  north 
Oxfordfhire  and  Buckinghamlhire,  from* 
which  it  is  feparated  by  the  Thames;  to  the 
eaft  Surry,  to  the  fouth  Hampfhire,  and  to 
the  weftWiltfhire.  Its  north-weftern  corner 
juft  meets  a  point  of  Gloucefterfhire.  In 
(hape  it  is  very  irregular,  the  whole  long 
northern  fide  being  figured  by  the  windings 
of  -the  Thames,  which,  taking  a  fouthern 
courfe  from  Oxford,  almoft  cuts  this 
county  afunder  at  Reading,  and  renders  its 
whole  weftern  part  much  broader  than  its 
eaftern.  Berkshire  from  eaft  to  north-weft 
extends  above  fifty- miles,  and  from  north 

to 
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to  fouth,  in  its  wideft  part,  about  twenty- 
five,  though  little  more  than  fix  in  its 
narroweft. 

Of  this  county,  the  weftern  and  middle 
parts  are  accounted  the  mod  fertile;  the 
eaftern  is  chiefly,  occupied  by  Windfor- 
foreft  and  its  appendages,  and  has  much 
uncultivated  ground.  A  range  of  chalk* 
hills  runs  acrofs  from  Oxfordfhire  weft- 
'ward,  and  "bounds  the  noted  Vale  of  White 
horfe,  fo  called  from  the  gigantic  figure  of 
an  horfe  rudely  Sketched  on  the  naked  fide 
of  a  chalk-hill.  This  vale,  with  the  other 
cultivated  parts  of  the  county,  produces 
grain  in  great  abundance,  and  of  excellent 
quality,  efpecially  barley,  of  which  vaft 
quantities  are  malted  and  fent  to  London. 

About  Newbury  peat  is  dug,  which  is 
ufed  for  fuel,  and  its  afhes  are  employed  as 
a  rich  manure  for  the  land. 


The- 
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The  noble  river  Thames,  which  borders 
fo  large  a  part  of  this  county,  is  of  vaft  ad- 
vantage to  it,  both  in  beftowing  beauty 
and  fertility  on  fo  many  fituations  in  it, 
and  in  affording  a  ready  carriage  by  water 
of  its  commodities  to  the  great  mart  of  the 
metropolis.  Berkshire  has,  befides,  the 
benefit  of  another  navigable  river,  the 
Kennet,  which,  making  its  entrance  from 
Wildhire,  flows  to  Newbury,  where  it 
becomes  navigable,  and  below  which  it  is 
augmented  by  the  Lamborn,  and  then  keeps 
along  the  fouthern  edge  of  the  county,  till, 
turning  up  to  Reading,  it  mixes  with  the 
Thames. 

The  Loddon,  joined  by  feveral  fmall 
(beams  out  of  the  eaftern  extremity  of  the 
county,  flows  into  the  Thames  a  little 
lower. 

The  Kennet  fwift,  for  filver  eels  renown'd, 
The  Loddon  flow,  with  verdant  alders  crown'd. 

POPI,  WlNDSOR-FOR. 

T  The 
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The  forejl  of  Windfor  has  long  been  famous 
for  its  rural  beauties,  and  for  the  pleafures 
of  the  chafe  which  it  has  afforded  to  a  long 
feries  of  our  monarchs.  It  was  the  theme 
of  the  juvenile  mufe  of  Pope,  who  was 
born  within  its  precin&s.  Within  the 
fbreft  is  contained  the  great  parky  covered 
with  noble  trees,  and  {locked  with  numerous 
herds  of  deer.  The  magnificent  caftle  of 
Windfor,  feated  on  an  eminence  above  the 
Thames,  and  commanding  a  view  of  the 
whole  fich  country  around,  was  founded 
by  William  the  Conqueror,  and  <has  -ever 
fince  been  a  royal  refidence.  Here  was 
born  the  vi&orious  Edward  III.  and  ihere 
he  inftituted  the  illuftrious  order  of  the 
Garter,  whofe  knights  are  always  mftalled 
in  Sti  Georges  chapel-at  Windfor. 

1 

The  capital  of  this  county  is  Reading,  ?a 
town  of  confiderable  fise,  and  the  centre  of 
a  genteel  neighbourhood.  Irs  chief  trade 
isin  jnalt,and  in  the  export  and  import  of 
commoditiee-by  means  of  the  Thames. 

Ntwbury, 
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Newbury,  formerly  eminent  for  the  cloth- 
ing manufactory,  is  now  much  declined  in 
that  refpedt,  but  is  {till  a  populous  place. 
Its  poor  are  chiefly  employed  in  fpinning. 
Two  battles  were  fought  near  this  town 
with  dubious  fuccefs  between  the  forces  of 
King  Charles  I.  and  the  Parliament,  in 
1643  and  1644,  in  the  firft  of  which  was 
flain  the  gallant  and  virtuous  Lord  Falk- 
land. 

Abingdon  and  fFaUingford)  both  oh  the 
Thames,  are  of  note  for  the  making  of 
malt* 


T  2  WXLTCHUUfc. 


292  ENGLAND   DELINEATED, 


WILTSHIRE. 


The  county  of  Wilts  is  contiguous  on 
th£  north  and  north -weft  to  Glbucefterfhire, 
On  the  weft  to  Somerfetfhire,  oh  the  fouth 
to  Dorfetfhire,  on  the  fouth-eaft  to  Hamp- 
(hire,  and  oft  the  north-eaft  to  Berkihire. 
Its  boundaries  are  almoft  in  every  part  arti- 
ficial. Its  ihape  is  nearly  a  regular  oblong, 
with  fome  windings  on  the  borders.  In 
length  it  is  upwards  of  fifty  mile§,  in  breadth 
forty. 

The  land  in  this  county  is  of  various 
quality,  but  in  general  dry  and  elevated* 
The  northern  part,  formerly  over-run  with 

forefts, 
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forefts,  and  at  prefcnt  fprinkled  with  woods, 
is  hilly x but  fertile;  and  affords  pafture  for 
the  cattle,  of  whofe  milk  is  made  that  fine 
cheefe  known  by  the  name  of  North  Wilt- 
shire, refembling  the  Gloucefterfhire,  and 
in  ftill  higher  eftimation.     The  height  of 
this  traft  is  proved  by  the  various  rivers 
which  have  their  fources  in  it.     The  heads 
of  the  Thames  in  Gloucefterftiire  are  very 
near  the  border  of  this  county ;  and  fcveral 
of  its  tributary  rills  rife  in  the  north  of 
Wiltftiire.     The  lower  Avon,  which  flows 
to  Briftol,  fprings  out  of  this  diftrift,  and 
winds  through  a  large  part  of  the  north- 
weftern  fide  of  the  county.     Nearer  the  . 
middle,  among  fome  chalky  hills,  rifes  the 
Kennet,  which,  taking  its  courfe  through 
Berklhire,  empties  itfelf  into  the  Thames* 
A  little  fouthwards  is  the  fountain  of  the 
upper  Avon,  which,running  down  to  Salisbury, 
then  crofles  a  part  of  Hampfliire,  and  dif* 
charges  itfelf  into  the   Englifli    channel.. 
Thus,  from  the  northern  and  middle  parts 

T  3  of 
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of  Watfliire,  fireaim  *re  fcnt  to  the  Are* 
dffrtitent  fides  eff  this  kingdom. 

TKc  chalk  hills  occupy  by  their  various 
ridges  a  confiderable  part  of  the  middle  of 
dfisf  county,  forming  wide  downs  lh  the 
rtrigfcbourhood  of  Marlborough. 

« 

Below  the  middle  begins  that  extenfiv* 
fraft  of  open  downs  and  heaths,  great  part 
if  wlitch  bears  the  name  of  Salljbury  plain, 
the  tndft  remarkable  fpot  df  the-  kind  inr 
England.  Over  thefe  wilds,  ftretching 
beyond  the  reach  of  light,  wander  vaft 
flofcks  of  flieep  with  their  folitary  fhepherds, 
the  fole  tefiartts  of  the  plain,  except  the 
buftard,  the  wheat-ear,  and  a  few  other 
lovers  of  the  defelt.  Ruins  of  Roman  j 
Saxon  and  Danifli  rtionuments  are  fcattered 
throiigh  thefe  diftri&s ;  among  which  the 
famed  Stonehthge  rifes  diftinguifhed  to  the 
view.  This  is  a  rude  colle&ron  of  vaft 
(tones,  difpofed  circularly,  and  fome  of 
them  joined  at  top  by  a  flat  piece  laid 

acrofs ; 
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acrofe?  concerning,  the  builders  of  which, 
and  the  purpofes  it  was  intended  to  anfwer, 
antiquarians  widely  differ.  Dyer,  in  his 
enumeration  of  the  fpots  peculiarly  adapted 
to  fheep,  gives  a  ftriking  fketch  of  the  plain 
and  its  great  relic. 


fuch  the  Spacious  plain 


Of  Sarifln,  fprcad  like  oceans  bonndlefs  round/ 
Where  fblitary  Stoneheage,  grey  with  mofe, 
Rain  of  ages,  nods.  Fn$c». 

f 

The  -foil  of  this  uncultivated  wafte  is 
faid  to  be  naturally  good,  producing  wild 
burnet*  qnd  fine  graffes  excellent  for  (hcep. 
Its  edges  are  fertilized  by  folding  the 
flocks  upon  the  plowed  land,  and  yield 
abundant  crops  of  rye,  barley,  and  wheat. 

To  the  fouth  of  the  largeft  tra&  of  plain 
is  a  rich  well-inhabited  country,  watered 
by  the  ftreams  of  the  Willy,  the  Nadder, 
the  Avon,  and  the  Bourn,  which  unite  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Salifbury.  Between 
the  Willy  and  Nadder  lies  the  Cbickladc  ridge 
.        ■  T  4  of 
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of  Kills,  among  which  is  Chilmark,  noted 
for  its  quarries.  Beyond  the  Nadder,  to 
the  borders  of  Dorfetfliire^  the  open  plain 
re-appears. 

The  capital  of  Wiltfhire  is  Salijbury,  an 
ancient  city,  fituated  in  a  chalky  foil,  and 
almoft  furrounded  by  the  Avon  and  its  con- 
tributory rivers.  It  is  of  confiderable  fize, 
genteelly  inhabited,  and  rendered  peculiarly 
clean  by  a  fmall  running  dream  flowing 
through  every  ftrecf.  It  has  a  fine  cathe- 
dral, crowned  by  a  fpire,  the  loftieft  in 
the  kingdom.  It  poflefles  a  manufacture 
of  flannels  and  linfeys,  and  another  of  hard- 
ware and  cutlery.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from 
it  lies  the  ancient  borough  of  Old  Sarum, 
now  reduced  to  a  (ingle  farm  houfe,  yet 
retaining  its  privilege  of  fending  two  men>- 
bers  to  Parliament. 

Wilton,  at  the  conflux  of  the  Willy  and 
Nadder,  is  noted  for  its  manufa&ure  of 
carpets,  and  of  thin  woollen  cloths. 

Devizes, 
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Devizes,  a  populous  town  north, of  the 
plain,  makes  ferges  and  other  woollen 
fluffs;  and  Calne  has  a  fimilar  trade. 

But  the  principal  manufacturing  country 
lies  more  to  the  weftward,  on  the  Somer- 
fetftiire  border.  Bradford*  on  th6  lower 
Avon,  is  the  centre  of  the  greateft  fabric 
of  fuperfine  cloths  in  England ;  which  it 
(hares  with  the  furrounding  towns  of  Trow- 
bridge* Melkjham,  Corjham,  and  Chippenham. 
The  material  is  chiefly  SpaniQi  wool,  im- 
ported at  Briftol  or  London.  The  gpods 
are  for  the  mod  part  fent  by  waggons  to 
the  Black  well.  J13I}  fa<^pr§  in  London;  but 
much  is  alfo  fold  throughout  the  kingdom. 
This  trade  is  very  brifk,  being  lefs  affect- 
ed by  the  rivalry  of  Yorkfliire  than  the 
other  branches  of  the  woollen  manufac- 
tory. 

Of  the  military  tranfa&ions  inWiltlhire, 
the  moft  memorable  where  the  battle  of 
Efdingdori)   fouth  of  Devizes,  where  king 

Alfred 
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Alfred  gained  a  fignal  and  decifiye  viftery 
over  the  Danes ;  and  that  of  Roundway 
down,  near  the  fame  town,  in  1643,  in 
which  the  Parliament  troops  were  defeated 
by  King  Charles's  general/  Sk  Ralph 
HoptoH,  • 
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Hampshire,  Hants,  or  the  county  of 
Southampton,  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
£erk(hire,  on  the  eaft  by  Surry  and  Suflex, 
on  the  weft  by  Wiltfliire  and  Dorfetlhire, 
and  on'  the  fouth  by  a  channel  feparating  it 
from  the  ifle  of  Wight.  This  ifland,  in- 
deed, is  included  within  the  county;  but 
we  fliall  treat  of  it  feparately.  The  figure 
of  Hamplhire  would  be  pretty  exaftly 
fquare,  were  it  not  for  a  triangular  projec- 
tion at  the  fouth-weft,  refembling  the  baf- 
tion  of  a  fortification,  Exclufive  of  this 
part,  it  is  about  forty-two  miles  in  length, 
and  thirty-eight  in  breadth. 

This 
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This  county  is  confidered  as  one  of  the 
moft   agreeable   and   fertile   in  England; 
and  has,  from  the  remoteft  times,  fupported 
a    numerous  population.      Its    furface    is 
varied  throughout  with  gently-rifing  hills, 
and  fruitful  vales  and  plains.     The  ridge 
of  chalk-hills   may  be    traced    acrofs    it, 
pafling  in  the  parallel  of  Winch  efter.     Its 
air  in  the  higher  parts  is  clear  and  pure; 
towards  the  fea  mild,,  and   inclined    to 
moifture.       Its  produ&s  are  the  fineft  of 
corn,  efpecially  wheat,  hops,  cattle,  flieep, 
wool,  excellent  bacon,  honey  and  timber. 
For  this  laft  it  has  been  peculiarly  famous, 
on  account  of  its  gr^at  woods,  of  which 
the  principal  are  the  New  forefl,  occupying 
almoft  the  whole  of  its   detached  fouth- 
weftern  corner ;  and  the  foreft  of  Eaft  Bere* 
at  the  fouth-eaftern  angle, 

It  is  watered  by  feveral  rivers,  fpme  of 
yrjiich,  rifing  in  the  north- eaft,  foon  quit 
the  county  to  flow  towards  the  Thames; 

but 
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but  the  greater  number  run  from  north  to 
fouth  acrofs  the  county. 

The  Avony  from  Wiltfhire,  coafts  the 
edge  of  New  foreft,  and  enters  the  Englifh 
channel  at  CKriftchurch-bay. 

The  TeJ?>  or  Tefe,  rifes  in  the  north- 
weftern  part  of  Hampfliire ;  and,  paffing 
Stockbridge  and  Rumfey,  falls  into  South* 
ampton-bay. 

The  Itcben  fprings  near  the  middle  of  the 
county,  and,  wafliing  the  city  of  Win- 
chefter,  empties  itfelf  into  the  fame  bay  at 
the  town  of  Southampton. 

Parallel  to  this,  another  fmall  river  falls 
into  the  mouth  of  this  bay  below  Titch- 
field. 

On  tracing  the  fea-coaft  from  the  eaft, 
after   paffing   an   ifland  forming  part   of 

Chichefter 
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Chichefter  bay,  we  come  to  Portfea  iilancli 
4  low  trad  of  confiderable  extent,  feparat^d 
from  the  main  by  a  fhallow  creek  over 
W:frich  a bricjge  is  thrown. 

On  this  ifle  is  f|tWM$d  the  town  ofPortf- 
tnouth,  thfe  moft  confiderable  haven  for 
men  of  war  in  the  kingdom*  The  capa- 
cious harbour  is  made  by  a  bay,  running 
•up  between  this  ifland  and  an  oppofite 
peninfula,  having  a  harrow  entrance  com- 
manded by  the  town  and  forts.  Portf* 
mouth  is  the  moft  (irongly  fortified  place 
in  Great  Britain*  aijd  its  high  importance 
lenders  it  worthy  of  every  attention.  Many 
of  the  largeft  (hips  are  always  laid  up  here; 
and  in  time  of  war  it  is  the  rendezvous  of 
tie  -grand  channel  fleet.  The  docks, 
arfenals,  (lore houfes,  barracks,  ice.  are  all 
of  capital  magnitude*  and  kept  in  perfeft 
order.  The  town  itfelf  is  fupported  entire* 
,}y  by  the  refefr  t  of  the  army  and  navy  *  and 
-the  coujiti;y  round,  to  a  great  extent*  is  bene- 
-  fited 
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fited  by  the  dqnwad/or  prpyifioRs  which 
they  create. 

Acrofs  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  is  Gtf- 
port,  a  populoius  town,  inhabited  by  failors 
and  artificers,  and  containing  a  very  large 
naval  hofpital.  Off  the  point  of  land 
which  terminates  this  peninfula  is  the  noted 
*pad  of  Spit  head,  where  the  men  of  war 
anchor  when  prepared  for  aftual  fervice., 

From  this  commences  that  large  inlet 

of  the  fea,   ftretching  to  the  north-weft, 

called  Triffanion-bay ,  or  Southampton  water. 

It  is  navigable  .almoft  to  the  head  for  veflels 

iof  cpnfiderable  burthen ;  and  the  two  prin* 

cipal  rivers  that  flow  into  it  admit  fmall 

craft  fome  way  up  the  country.     Between 

'Jthetn  js  fituatsd  the  town  of  Southampton, 

r formerly  a  port  of  great  commerce,  and 

a&U -poffoffing  a  trade  in,French,aud  Port 

-wines,  taad  having  a  particular  connexion 

-nwth  Guernfey  -and  J$rfey.     It  is  a  large 

.and 
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and  handfome  place,  and  of  much  refort 
for  the  purpofe  of  fea-bathing.  It  was  on 
this  beach  that  Canute  gave  that  ftriking 
reproof  to  his  flattering  courtiers  when  the 
difoJ>edient  tide  wafhed  his  feet;  and  here 
the  warlike  Henry  V.  rptrftered  his  forces 
deftined  to  the  conqueft  oLFrance. 

Weftward  from  the  mouth  of  this  bay 
lies  Lymington,  a  fmall  town  upon  a  creek, 
at  which  fait  is  procured  from  the  fea-water. 
It  is  like  wife  a  bathing  place. 

Somewhat  further,  on  a  narrow  fpit  of 
land,  is  Hurft  Cqftle,  at  which  Charles  L 
was  confined  previoufly  to  his  being 
brought  to  trial. 

Then  fucceed  Chrijichurch  bay,  and  the 
town  of  the  fame  name,  between  the  mouth 
of  the  Avon  and  the  Stour,  a  populous 
place,  having  a  manufactory  of  filk  {lock- 
ings and  gloves.  As  a  port  it  is  jncon- 
fiderablc.  Inland 
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Inland  from  hence  lies  the  NewforeJt>  an 
fcxtenfive  woody  tradt,  overrun  with  deer; 
which  was  made  or  enlarged  as  a  hunting 
ground  by  William  the  Conqueror,  whofe 
cruelty,  in  difpoffefling  the  natives  of  their 
lands  and  habitations,  was  fuppofed  to  be 
avenged  by  the  cafual  death  of  his  Tons 
Jtichard  and  William  Rufiis,  and  his 
grandfon  Henry,  within  its  preempts, 

» 

Stretch'd  on  the  lawn  his  fecond  hope  furvey, 
At  once  the  chafer,  and  at  once  the  prey; 
Lo,  Rufus,  tagging  at  the  deadly  dart, 
Bleeds  in  the  foreft  like  a  wounded  hart. 

Pope  Winds, 

It  is  now  a  great  nurfery  of  the  largeft 
oaks  for  the  Britifli  navy. 

Th6  city  of  Winchefter,  the  capital  of  the 
county,  is  a  plac*  of  as  much  ancient  fame 
as  any  in  England.  Here  King  John  re- 
fided  during  his  troubles,  and  here  was 
born  his  fon  Henry  III.   as  was  likewife 

U  Arthur, 
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Arthur  fon  of  Henry  VII.  The  fliclLof  a 
palace  now  exifting  in  it  was  built  fpf 
Charles  II.  Its  fee  is  very  ri^h^  and  ha? 
been  filled  by  many  eminent  pf rfons.  Ic 
has  likewife  a  cekbrat^d  public  fchoel  Of 
college.  The  town  is  neat  and  fpacious ; 
$nd,  though  its  buildjflgs  »re  ancient,  it  j* 
injiabiced  by  many  genteel  families.  It* 
river  is  navigable  for  barges;  but  it  has* 
little  trade.. 

.  »<k  ...  •    -  .  . .     -    - 

4hi&oer  is  a-  populous  town,  with  a 
manufactory  of  (nalloons,  and  a  great 
malting  trade.  The  village  of  Wey-hill> 
in  its  neighbourhood,  has  the  greateft  fair 
in  England  /or  hops,  fheep,  cheefe,  ^nd 
fome  other  commodities. 

Rumfey  poffefiTes  a  manufactory  of  the 
fhallopps  called  rattinets, 


.  The  (mall  town  of  Alton  manufacture* 
corded  fluffs,  ferge  denims,  &c  . 

•  ■  *  *       *  .  • 

Bafingjiok* 


*  Bajwgftoke  is  z  •  c<^dqr^4;fe*%-ptich 
a  great  corn-market,  and  a  fl^are  iij  &6 
woolten  manufa&ur-e*  :A  caaat  it  now  be~ 
gun  from  this  town  to  join  jh*  river  Wey. 
near  Chertfey  in  Surry.  Bqfag-boqflis  % 
little  to  the  north  of  it,  was  held  for  King 
Charles  in  the  eivil  Wars,  and  fuftainett  a 
Ijong,  and  memorable  fiqge. 


«     •• 


ISLE     op     WIGHT* 


r3. 


This  fine  ifland^in  ftiape  fomewhat 
pefe*pbUngv  *  bird  with  expanded  wings, 
&f$fut§s  yi  length  abotit  thirteen  miles,, 
ip  bfea^Jt  tweirty-pnc*;  It  is  i*early  di- 
vided'  i$to  .ttyx*  equal- parts  by  the  riYeri 
JMkde9  .or  Cwa  river,  which,  rifing  ia 
th$  fouthdrn;  aiigjc,   difohirges  itfctf  3D 

U  a  the 
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the  northern  into  the  channel,  oppofite 
the  mouth  of  Southampton-bay.  The 
eaftern  and  weftern  points  of  the  ifland 
are  almoft  cut  off  from  the  body  by  arms 
of  the  fea. 

The  fouthern  coaft  is  edged  with  very 
fteep  cliffs  of  chalk  and  freeftone,  hollowed 
out  into  caverns  in  various  parts.  The 
weftern  fide  is  fenced  with  ridges  of  rocks, 
of  which  the  mod  remarkable  are  thofe 
called,  from  their  fharp  extremities,  the 
Needles.  Between  the  ifland  and  the  main 
are  various  fand-banks,  efpecially  off  the 
eaftern  part,  where  is  the  fafe  road  of 
«?/.  Helen's. 

Acrofs  the  ifland  from  eaft  to  weft  runs 
a  ridge  of  hills,  forming  a  trait  of  fine 
downs,  with  a  chalky  or  marly  foil,  which 
feed  a  great  number  of  fine-fleeced  (heep. 
Rabbits  are  alfo  very  plentiful  here.  To 
the  north  of  this  ridge  the  land  is  chiefly 

pafture; 
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pafturej  to  the  fouth  of  it  is  a  rich  arable 
country,  producing  great  crops  of  corn. 

The  variety  of  profpedh  which  "this 
ifland  affords,  its  mild  air,  and  the  neat 
manner  in  which  the  fields  are  laid  out, 
render  it  a  very  delightful  fpot.  It  is 
devoted  almoft  folely  to  hufbandry,  and 
has  no  manufa&ory.  It  is  one  of  the 
principal  refources  of  the  London  market 
for  unmalted  barley*  Among  its  produ&s 
are  to  be  reckoned  a  pure  white  pipe  clay, 
and  a  fine  white  cryftalline  fand ;  of  the 
latter  of  which  great  quantities  are  ex- 
ported for  the  ufe  of  the  glafs-works  in 
various  parts. 

Its  principal  town  is  the  borough  of 
Newport,  on  the  river  Cowes,  which  is 
navigable  to  it  for  fmall  veffels ;  but  it  is 
a  place  of  little  trade.  Cowes,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  has  a  good  deal  of  traffic  in 
fupplying  fhips  with  provifions>  efpecially 

U  3  in 
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an  time  oF  war-  Xartoonth*  th$6gh<a  borough 
town,  isjonly  a  fcnall  fiftiing  f>k(ce. 

Near  the  centre  o£  tie  ifte  fc  Cafijbrook- 
%a01ey  remarkable  for  having  been  the 
<prifan  of  Charles  I.  more  than  a  yeatf, 
:  after  he  came  into  the  power  of  the 
:  Parliament, 
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This  county  has  to  the  north  Wiltfhire 
and  Somerfetfhire,  to  thef  weft  DevonftrireJ 
to  the  eaft  Hampfliire,  and  to  the  fouth 
die  Englifh  channel.  It  is  every  where  ir- 
regular in  form;  its  long  northern  fide 
having  a  great  angular  projection  in  the 
middle,  and  its  fea-coafi:  running  out  into 
points  and  head -lands.  From  north  to 
ibuth,  in  the  centre,  it  meafores  thirty-fir 
wiles;  from  eaft' to  weft,  exclufive  of  a 
jHOjc&iQ'n  into  Devohihire,  about  fifty. 

Dorfetfhire,  from  the  mildnefs  of  its  ait 
and  fertility  of  its  foil,  has  been  termed  the 

U  4  garden 
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garden  of  England.  The  northern  parts 
are  generally  level,  and  were  formerly 
covered  with  wood:  but  now  are  chiefly 
converted  into  rich  arable  and  pafture. 
Acrofs  the  middle  runs  a  ridge  of  lofty 
chalk-hills,  upon  which,  and  the  Downs 
declining  towards  the  fea,  feed  innumerable 
multitudes  of  fheep,  whofe  fine  fleeces  are 
ufed  in  the  weftern  woollen  manufactures. 
Dyer  has  enumerated  this  tra&  among  the 
mod  favourite  fpots  for  the  breeding  of 
this  ufeful  animal. 


fueh,  Dorceflrian  fields. 


Whofe  flocks  innumerous  whiten  all  the  land. 

•      Fleece* 


The  principal  fheep  country  is  round 
Dorchefter,  within  eight  miles  of  which 
place  near  170,000  fheep  and  lambs  are 
fuppofed  to  be  kept.  Of  thefe,  about 
45,000  are  fold  every  year.  Many  of 
the  ewes  are  bought  by  the  farmers  within 
forty  miles  of  London,  for  the  fake  of  their 

lambs, 
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lambs,  which  come  earlier  than  aloft  others, 
and  are  fattened  for  the  London  markets. 

The  chalk-hills,  which  we  have  traced 

* 

through  every  county .  from  the  fouth- 
eaftern  part  of  the  kingdom,  ceafe  in  this, 
no  confiderablc  beds  of  it  being  found 
further  weftward.  On  the  coaft,  chalk 
cliffs  extend  into  Devonshire,  about  ten 
miles  weft  of  Lyme. 

1 
From  the  Hampfhire  border  to  the 
centre  of  the  county,  along  the  coaft,  runs 
a  heathy  common,  that  takes  off  from  it? 
general  fertility ;  but  this  is  amply  com- 
penfated  by  the  rich  vales  on  the  fouth* 
weftern  fide. 

Dorfetfhire  is  crofted  from  weft  to  fouth- 
eaft  by  two  principal  rivers.  Of  thefe, 
the  Stour  rifes  beyond  its  moft  northerly 
point,  on  the  edge  of  Wilt  (hire;  and,  after 
waftiing  Sturminfter  and  Blandford,  flows 

to 
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to  the  tattMJ^ite  bfcftk^  arid  «it*rt  ft* 
sfca  at  Ghriftchttrfch  ih  that  county 

The  othfcr  is  the  Ifromts  or  l<hte*, which 
come*  frotn  the  fouth-weftetti  p&rt  of  thfc 
county  to  Dorehefter ;  from  whence,  pro- 
ceeding to  Wireham,  it  there  di&harges 
ttfelf  iato  the  bay  forming  Foot  harbour. ' 

The  products  of  .Dorfedtttre  art  cora* 
cattle,  fheep,  wool,  timber,  flax,  and 
hemp;  of  which  laft  the  fineft  in  England 
is  faid  to  grow  *bout  Bridport*  Some  of 
the  peculiar  produ&i  of  the  fesucoaft  Will 
he  forked  in  the  fdrvcy  of  that  parts,  which 
w$  now  begin  with  the  Gown,  and  port  of  . 

Poole.  This  place  is  fituated  upon  a 
peflinfola  pfoje&ing  into  a  capacious  bay, 
bttfithfcg;  into  many  creeks,  and  forming 
fever&t  iflands.  The  harbour  admits  «effek 
of  moderate  fige  only,  but  for  tbem  it  $ 
very  fecore.  Poole  rofe  to  fome  confequefiee 
5  feveral 
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fevera!  centuries  ago,   when  the  andfent 
town  of  Wareham  fell  into  decay.    It  novr 
ranks  high  amohg  the  fea-ports  of  Englahd, 
and  its  trade  and '  population  are  rapidly  in- 
ereafing.     The  principal  branch  of  bufinefs 
here  is  the  Newfoundland  fifhery,  to  which 
it  fends  annually  a  large  number  of  veffels 
frhich  carry  out  provifions  and  commodi- 
ties,  and  bring  back  cargoes  of  filh  caught 
on  the  great  cod-banks,  for  Spain,  Portu- 
gal, and  Italy,    This  port  alfo  has  a  large 
importation  of  deals  from  Norway,  and  a 
general  commerce  to  America  and  various 
parts  of  Europe.    Great  quantities  of  corn 
are  fent  from  it  coaftwife,  and  it  imports 
Newcaftle  coal  for  all  the  eaftern  part  of 
the  county.      Near  the  mouth  of  Pool* 
harbour  lies  an  oyfter  bank,  upon  which 
are  empk&yed,  during  the  feafon,  a  number 
of  fmacks,  which  carry  away  vaft  quantities 
of  oyfters  to  be  fattened  in  the  Eflex  and 
Thames  creeks  for  the  London  market. 


From 
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From  Poole  bay  begins  the  ifle  of  Purbeck, 
infuhted  by  the  Tea  and  rivers,  a  rough 
and  heathy  trad,  which  has  been  long 
famous  for  its  ftonc  quarries.  The  prin- 
cipal of  thefe  lie  at  its  eaitern  extremity, 
war  Swanwick,  from  whence  the  ftone  is 
exported.  It  is  of  the  calcareous  kind,  but 
diftinguifhed  into  numerous  forts,  of  which 
the  fineft  take  a  polifh,  and  deferve  the 
name  of  marble*  Thefe  are  nearly  black, 
and  fome  abound  in  {hells*  and  are  ufed 
for  chimney-pieces,  grave-ftones,  hearths, 
&ct  The  coarfer  kinds  are  made  ufe  of 
in  paving.  Tobacco-pipe  clay  is  dug  in 
feveral  parts  of  the  ifle  of  Purbeck;  the 
fineft,  near  Corfe-cqftle,  of  which  much  is 
exported,  particularly  for  the.  ufe  of  the 
Staffordlhire  potteries.  At  this  caftle  King 
Edward,  named  the  Martyr,  was  ftabbed  in 
979  at  the  inftigation  of  his  ftep-mother 
Alfrith. 

Weft  of  Purbeck,  upon  an  inlet  of  the 
fea,    are    the  -  united  towns,   but  diftinft 

boroughs, 
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boroughs,  of  Weymouth  and  MekCnib-regis. 
The  port  of  Weymouth  is  injured  by  the 
fand ;  from  which  circumftance,  and  the 
rife  of  Poole,  its  trade,  which  was  once 
considerable,  is  now  reduced  very  low,  a 
few  (hips  only  being  fent  from  it  to  New- 
foundland. This  decline  is,  however,  in 
fome  degree  compenfated  to  the  town  by 
the  great  refort  to  it  of  perfons  of  all  ranks 
for  the  purpofe  of  fea-bathing,  for  which 
it  iY  exceltently  fitted  by  its  remarkably 
fine  beach,  and  the  foftnefs  of  its  air.— 
A  few  plain  and  ftriped  cottons  are  made 
here,  and  alfo  at  Abbot(bury. 

To  the  fouth  of  this  place  runs  out  a 
rocky  promontory  called  the  ijle  of  Portland, 
though  in  fad  it  is  a  peninfula,  joined 
to  the  land  by  a  long  narrow  fpit  of  fand 
and  gravel.  This  is  famous  for  its  vaft 
quarries  of  free-ftone,  of  which  the  whole 
iiland  is  compofed.  The  ftone  lies  on  a 
bed  of  clay.  It  is  of  a  calcareous  nature, 
j|  compofed 
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cpajpafcd  a£  gpias  ce&mbting  fand,  con* 
©e£tfc&  fay  a  cemeatitious  matter-  Tbo 
qualities  of  whitenefs,  folidit y,.  durability^ . 
freely  fplittiag  in  any  dire&ion,  atid  eafily 
working,  3*}dedL  to  ita  (landing  the  water 
extremely  w$ll,  render  it  one  of  the  moft; 
v^uable  fre^ftones  known.  Several  of  the 
public  apd  private  edifices  in  London  have 
t>een  built  of  it,  among  which  arc  White* 
hall,  St.  Paul's  church,  the  piers  of  Weft- 
minfter  bridge,  and  the  whole  of  JJlack- 
fHar's  bridge.  It  is  exported  in  large 
quantities  to  various  parts  of  England, 
Ireland,  and  France.  To  the  north,  of 
the  ifle  is  a  fafe  road  for  (hips;  but  its 
fouthern  point,  called  th?  Race  of  Portland f 
is  one  of  the  moft  dangerous  places  in  the 
Engliih  channel/ 

.,  jibbotJbury>  near  the  junction  of  Portland 
bank  to  the  main,  is  the  centre  of  a  great; 
mackerel  fifhery  on  this:  coaft,  which  cqh- 

4.'         t      .   ■  •  • 

tinues  from,  the  middle  or  latter    end    df 
\  March 


March  t#  Mid&wt^r*  .  jA?*h*  early  part 
of  the  £e$foa  they  are  c wght-  by  th* 
Corn^ifb  fiftertpefe  wd  pureh^fed-at.  fea 
by  the  AWbotfcury  and  Forth|>d  fraacks* 
The  fifti  is  fen*  by  land,  in  carta,  princi* 
pally  to  London  and  Ifetlj,  where*  in  the 
Vegmning  of  the  feafon,  they  are  ibid  for- 
extravagant  prices :  afterwards,  the  ad-* 
jacept  country  is  fiipplied  with  them,  and 
often  at  very  chqap  rates.  The  fait  water 
©let  at  Abborfbury  is  remarkable  for  being 
the  refort  of  ipultitudes  of  fwans. 

Bridport,  fituated  a  little  further/ on  & 
creek,  has  a  harbour,  but  fo  ehoaked  with 
f^nd  that  its  (hipping  is  inconsiderable.  It 
h&Sr  however,  a  large  and  thriving  manu* 
fe&ory  of  fail- cloth,  facking,  cables,:  ropes* 
Iflrge  nefs,  and  cod-ljnes  for  the  Newfound- 
land filhery,  and  mackerel  nets,  Sojne  of 
the  flax  and  hemp  ufed  in  thefe  articles  is* 
$rpvyn  in  its  neighbourhood, .  but  much 
q^re  is-  imported* 

The 
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The  laft  harbour  in  the  county  is  that  of 
Lyme  regis,  on  the  border  of  Devbnlhirc. 
This  town  ftands  on  the  declivity  of  & 
craggy  hill  at  the  head  of  a  little  inlet ; 
tod  its  harbour  is  formed  by  a  kind  of 
rude  pier,  called  the  Cobby  behind  which 
ihips  lie  in  fafety.  It  has  a  Newfoundland 
and  coafting  trade,  but  grcfctly  on  the  de- 
cline. It  is  a  place  of  refort  for  fea*bathing. 
At  Lyme  landed  in  1685  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth,  for  the  execution  of  his  ill- 
judged  defign  again  James  II.  which  ter* 
minated  in  his  own  dcftru&ion  and  that 
of  many  others. 

The  capital  of  the  county,  t)orchefter9  is 
a  good  old  town,  without  manufactures, 
but  particularly  famous  for  its  excellent 
malt  liquor,  which  is  exported  to  moft 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

At  Blandford  a  confiderable  number  of 
hands  are  employed  in  the;  manufacture  of 

(hirt 
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fliirt  buttons,  of  which  more  are  made 
here  than  at  any  other  place  in  England. 
They  arc  principally  fent  in  a  wholefaie 
way  to  London  and  other  large  trading 
towns. 

At  Sialbridge,  Winborne,  and  in  Ptirbeci, 
many  knit  dockings,  both  plain  and  ribbed, 
are  made. 

Shaft/bury 3  once  a  place  of  confequence, 
now  makes  only  fliirt  buttons  and  a  few 
woven  dockings. 

Sherborne  has  a  filk  mill,  which  employs 
a  number  of  people,  and  alfo  a  fmali 
woollen  manufafture.  A  filk  mill  has 
likewife  been  erefted  at  GilBnghatn. 

At  SturminJIer-Newton,  and  in  the  neigh- 
bouring villages,  is  a  confidcrable  manu- 
factory of  fwan-fkin,  baize,  and  coarfe 
blanketing*       The  principal  part  of  this 

X  is 
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is  configned  to  London*  hut  much  is  ailcr 
feat  to  other  trying  towns. 

Qa  the  whole,  the  clathiiig'  manufac- 
tures of  Bbrfetfhire  have  greatly  declined! 
from  their  former  importance,  and  have,. 
for  the  moft  <part,*  migrated  into* 
counties^ 


%» 
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This  county,  lying  in  a  crefcent^Iike 
form  on  the  Briftol  channel,  to  which  its 
north-weftern  concave  fide  is  turned,  has  to 
the  north-eaft  Gloucestershire,  feparated 
from  it  in  great  meafure  by  the  Avon,  to 
the  eaft  Wiltflrire,  to  the  fouth  Dorfetfhire 
and  Devonftiire,  and  the  latter  county  to 
the  weft.  Its  longeft  line  from  north  to 
fouth  is  about  forty-five  miles ;  from  eaft 
to  weft  fixty-five. 

Few  counties  contain  a  greater  variety  of 
foil  and  fituation  than  Somerfetfhire.  The 
north-eaftern  quarter  is  in  general  ftony, 

X  2  And 
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and  poffefles  a  lofty  mineral  traft,  called 
the  Mendip-hills.  Towards  the  centre  of  the 
county,  where  its  principal  rivers  unite, 
are  fens  and  marlhy  moors  of  great  extent. 
On  the  weftern  fide  is  the  ridge  of  the  Quan- 
tock-hills,  together  Vvith  many  downs  and 
open  heaths  ^  and  in  the  utmoft  iiorth- 
weftern  corner  lies  the  bleak  fteril  region 
of  Exmoor.  The  fouthern  part,  towards 
Dorfetfhire,  is  'high,  but  well  cultivated : 
and  "throughout  the  county,  efpecially  in 
its  fouth-weftern  quarter,  vales  are  inter* 
fperfed  of  the  greateft  fertility,  exuberant 
in  arable  and  pafturage. 


The  rivers  of  Somerfetfhire  are  numerous, . 
but  not  large,  as  their  whole  courfe,  for 
the  moft  part,  is  within  the  county.  The 
principal  are,  the  P arret,  which,  rifing  at  the 
moft  fouthern  part  on  the  Dorfetfhire  bor- 
der, flows  northwards,  and  is  joined  by  the 
Ivel  from  the  eaft,  then  by  the  Thone  (toax 
the  weft,  uniting  moft  of  the  rivulet*  of  thac . 
part,  and  afterwards  by  other  ftreams*  witU . 

whick 
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which"  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  Briftol  chan- 
nel at-  Bridgewater-bay. 

Into  the  fame  bay  falls  the  Brue,  ot  Brent, 
which  takes  its  rife  from  Selwood  foreft,  on 
the  edge  of  Wiltfhire,  and  receives  feveral 
rivulets,  particularly  ^one  coming  from 
Shepton-Mallet  and  Wells. 

•  -  •    •  •  * 

•  Further  to  the  north  the  little  river  Ax 
mixes  with  the  fea,  after  pafling  Axbridge. 

.  On  the  north-eaft  feveral  fmall  ftreams 
•run  into  the  Avon,  which,  after,  walhing 
Bath,  flows  on  to  become  the  limit  between 
the  counties  of  Gloucefter  and  Somerfet, 
dividing  the  city  of  Briftol,  and.  at  length 
terminating  in  the 'Briftol  channel. 

The  natural  and  artificial  products  of 
this  county  are  various  and  important. 

The  Mendip*hills  afford  in  abundance 

Coal,   lead,  and  calamine.      The  coal  is 

*  X  3  carried 
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carried  upon  horfes'  backs  to  Bath,  Wells, 
Frome,  and  other  circumjacent  places*  The 
lead  is  (aid  to  be  of  a  harder  quality  than 
that  of  other  countries,  and  is  moftly  ex- 
ported for  making  bullets  and  (hot.  The 
calamine  is  carried  in  great  quantities  to 
Briftol  and  other  places,,  to  be  ufed  in  the 
making  of  brafs.  Copper,  manganeie,  bole, 
and  red  oker,  are  alfo  found  in  thefe  hills. 
On  their  tops  are  large  fwampy  flats,  dan* 
gerous  to  crofs. 

Below  them,  on  the  bank  of  the  Ax, 
is  Chedder,  celebrated  for  its  cheefes,  which 
in  fize  and  richnefs  are  faid  to  exceed  any 
in  the  kingdom.  Much  cheefe  is  made  in 
the  lower  parts  of  the  county  in  general; 
of  which  a  great  deal  is  exported.  Many 
cattle,  of  bulk  nearly  equal  to  the  Lincoln- 
(hire,  are  fed  in  the  luxuriant  meadows 
about  the  head  of  the  Parret.  The  beft 
goofe-feathers  for  beds  come  from  the 
Somerfet  marfhes.  Cyder  is  a  common 
produft  in  this  county. 

The 
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The  great  vale  of  Taunton,  calKd  Taun- 
tton-Beany  is  peculiarly  fartibus  for  Its  fer- 
tility, proceeding,  as  the  inhabitants  fay, 
from  fun  and  foil  alone,  without  tte  aid  of 
manure* 

Befides  thefc  advantages  given  by  na- 
ture, this  county  has  alfo  enjoyed  to  a  great 
extent  the  bteffings  of  induftry  exerted  in 
a  capital  manufactory  ;©f  woollen  cloths, 
which,  though  fomewhat  declined  on  ac- 
count of  the  rivalfhip  pf  yorkfture  and 
•other  places,  is  flill  confiderable. 

Taunton  has  been  the  principal  feat  of  the 
manufaftuFe  of  coarfe  woollen  goods,  fuch 
as  ferges,  duroys,  druggets,  &c.  This  is 
a  large  and  populous  town,  fituated  on  the 
Thone,  which  is  navigable  from  hence 
«tp  the  Parret,  and  fo  to  Bridgewater. 
The  manufacturing  country  extends  from 
'Taunton  to  twenty  miles  below  Exeter. 
Xhe  wool  made  ufe  of  is  all  Englifh ;  and 

3C  4  '  *he 


3*8  ENGLAND   DELINEATED. 

# 

the  goods  are  chiefly  exported  to  Holland, 
Germany,  and  the  fouth  of  Europe*  Large 
qualities  of  malt-liquor  are  alfo  font  from 
this  town  to  Briftol,  for  exportation,  In 
the  laft*  century  Taunton  was  the.  fcene  of 
many  bloody  executions  by  the  inhuman 
Kirk  and  Jeffries,  after  the  fight  at  Sedge- 
ware  iq  this  neighbourhood,  where  a  num- 
.  ber  of  deluded  people  had  appeared  in  arrqs 
to  fupport  the  attempt  of  the  pufillaninjous 
Dul^e  of  Monmouth  againfy  King  James  II. 
Many  were  flain  in  the  ill-fuftained  ikirmifl}, 
and  many  more  were  put  to  death  in  cold 
blood  by  the  fword,  and  by  the  unrelent- 
ing hand  of  juftice. 

Frome,  on  the  bqrders  qf  \Vilt(hire,  is  the 
next  confiderable  town  for  manufa&ures. 
The  article  chiefly  made  here,  and  alfo 
at  Shepton  Mallet  ^  is  fecond  cloths,  the 
principal  material  of  which  is  fine  Englifh 
wool. 

'The 
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•  The  city  of  fTeIls,  a  jpinj:  bilhop's  fee 
with  Bath,  fituated  under  the  Mendiprhills, 
is  the  centre,  together  with  Glaftonbury*  of  a 
gteat  manufa&ory  of  knit  worded  ftockings. 

*  ■  •*  ■ 

About  Chard*  Ilminjler>  Yeovil*,  and  Grew- 
ktrne,  large  quantities  of  CQaffe  linens, 
dowlas,*  and  bed-ticking,  are  made. 

Connected  with  the  trading  part  of  tht 
-county  is  the  town  of  Bridgezvater,  on  the 
Parret,  placed  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
fca,  but  by  means  of  the  high  tided  en- 
joying the  advantage  of  a  port  for  veffelsof 
.moderate  burthen.  It  carries  on  a. con- 
fiderable  coafting  trade  to  Briftol  and  other 
places  on  the  Severn  and  channel,  to  Wales 
and  Cornwall.  It  has  likewife  fome  trade 
to  Ireland;  and  its  port  is  occasionally  fre- 
quented by  veflels  from  Norway  and  other 
parts.  Some  of  the  manufactures  of  the 
county,  and  large  quantities  of  cheefe  amd 
pther  produ&s  are  exported  from  hence* 
Brick  and  tile  are   made   here  in  great 

quantity. 
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quantity.  A  foundry  and  braziery  is  alfo 
eftablifhed,  which  employs  a  good  number 
of  hands. 

At  the  weftera  extremity  of  die  Somerfet- 
(hire  coaft  are  (brae  fmall  ports  and  fiftiing 
towns  to  be  mentioned* 

Waichet  has  a  pier  running  out  into  the 
Briftol  channel,  by  which  a  harbour  is 
made  for  fmall  veffels.  A  few  Hoops  be- 
longing to  this  place  carry  on  the  Welflt 
coal  trade  and  the  coafting  traffic  to 
Briftol.  Many  herrings  are  caught  here 
by  nets  fixed  on  flakes  along  the  fhore. 
^Much  lime,  poffeffed  in  a  peculiar  degree 
4>f  the  Quality  of  hardening  under  water, 
fa  burned  here.  A  few  coarfe  woollens  are 
made  in  tfiis  place  and  its  neighbourhood. 

Minehtad  has  a   very  fecure   harbour 
formed   by  a  fine   pier   in   the   channel, 
capable  of  receiving  and  fheltering  large 
veflels.    It  has  little  trade  of  its  own,  em- 
ploying 
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ploying  only  a  few  brigs  and  floops  in  the 
coal- and  corn  trade  along  th?  coaft,  and 
to  Ireland.  It  is  much  declined,  and  has 
jalmoft  loft  the  woollen  manufactory  it  once 
poffeflcd.  The  herring  fifhery  is  at  prefent 
one  of  the  principal  branches  of  its  bufinefs* 

Portlock,  further  to  the  weft,  has  a  har- 
bour for  fmall  vcflels,  and  poflcfles  a  few 
coafting  floops  and  filhing  fluffs*  Below 
it  is  Lee-Mouth,  a  filhing  village.  This 
whole  bay,  in  the  months  of  November  and 
December,  is  filled  with  herrings  which 
come  to  depofit  their  fpawn,  and  is  the 
rendezvous  of  moft  of  the  filhing  fmacks 
belonging  to  the  Briftol  channel.  Befides 
the  fifh  taken  by  the  boats,  vaft  quantities 
are  caught  in  fmall  inlets  of  the  bay,  called 
locks. 

The  city  of  Briftol,    fituated  on   the 

northern  border  of  this  county,    is  moft 

properly  referred  hither,  though  the  greater 

part  of  it  lies  within  the  limits  of  Gloucef- 

5  '  terfhire, 
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.terlhire,  fince,  before  it  formed  a  feparatc  * 
jurifdi&ion,  it  was  accounted  to  belong  to 
Somcrfetflaire.  Briftol,  in  wealth,  trade, 
^and  population,  has  long  been  reckoned 
fecond  to  London  within  this  kingdom; 
and  though  the  cuftom  houfe  receipts  of 
Liverpool  have  for  fome  time  paft  exceeded 
thofe  of  Briftot,  •  yet  the  latter. may  Drill 
maintain  its  t  place  .  with  refpeft  to  the 
opulence  and  number  of  its  inhabitants. 

•         r 
«  ...  ....  »    ,  » 

It  is  fituated  at  the  conflux  of  the  river 
Avpn  with  the  fmall  ftrpain  of  the  Froonr, 
at  the  diftance  of  about  ten  miles  from  the 
place  where  the  Avon  difcharges  itfelf  intg 
the  Severn's  mouth.  The  tide  rufhing  with 
.great  violence  and  rifing  to  a  vaft  height 
in  thefe  narrow  rivers,  brings  veffels  of 
confiderabie  burthen  to  the  quay  of  Briftol, 
which  extends  along  the  inner  (bores  of 
the  Froorn  and  Avon.  Here  at  low  water 
they  lie  a-ground  in  the  mud;  whic^i  cii> 
cumftance,  together  with  various  difficulties 
in  navigating  to  and  from  the  Severn,  ve 
4  the   . 
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the  difadvantages  under  which  this  port 
labours.  On  this  account  fpme  of  the- 
larger  (hips  difcharge  part  of  their  lading, 
below.  In  King-road,  at  the.  Avon's, 
mouth,  veflels  ride  fecure  while  waiting. 
for  a  proper  opportunity  of  entering  the 
river.  The  great  trade  of  Briftol  is  fup- 
ported  by  its  extenfive  inland  communi- 
cations with  the  Severn  and  all  its  branches*, 
the  Avon,  the  Wye,  and  various  other- 
ftreams.  Hence  it  enjoys  the  export  and 
import  traffic  of  a  large  part  of  the  king- 
dom, and  is  enabled  to  find  vent  for  a- 
great  variety  of  manufactures  of  its  own. 

The   principal  branch  of   the   foreign 

■       *  * 

commerce  of  Briftol  is  that  to  the  Weft. 
Indies.  In  this  between  feventy  and 
eighty  ihips  are  conftantly  employed,  which 
carry  out  every  article  neceffary  for  the 
clothing  and  maintenance  of  the  white  and, 
black  inhabitants  of  the.  iilands,  as  alfp 
materials  for  building,-  and  in  particular 
great   quantities   of  lime .  burned   at  St. 

Vincent's 


* 


S$4  *l*6iAN&  ttEUNfcAf  £*>. 

Vincent's  rocks.  They  bring  back  fugaf, 
rum,  cotton,  and  all  the  other  products  of 
thofe  countries*  The  fugar  b  a  very  great 
article |  and  its  refinery  is  one  of  the  capi- 
tal manufactures  of  Briftol,  ferving  fot 
the  fupply  of  all  the  wefterti  counties  of 
England,  and  all  South  Wales*  The 
African  trade  is  much  lefs  corihefted  with 
tfiQ  Weft:  Indian  at  this  port  than  at 
Liverpool* 

'  With  the  north  and  fouth  of  Europe 
Briftdl  has  a  general  trade,  of  Which  that 
with  Spain  is  the  moll  important,  a  quan- 
tity.  of  wool,  confifting  of  from  four  to  fix 
thoufand  bags,  being  annually  imported 
from  that  country  for  the  ufe  of  the  weftern 
clothing  manufactures.  The  return  is  in  a 
Variety'  of  goods,  particularly  tin,  lead, 
^nd  copper.  The  traffic  with  Portugal 
from  this  port  is  likewife  conijderable. 
Briftol  has  alfo  a  fhare  in  the  trade  to  the 
continent  of  America  and  Newfoundland; 
and  an  exteflfive  commerce  with  Ireland. 

The 
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the  manufactures  of  this  city  and;  it* 
Vicinity  furnifh  it  with  feveral  important 
articles  of  exportation.    The  glafs-  making, . 
in  its  feveral  articles  of  crown,  flint,  and 
bottle  glafs,  is  very  confiderable,  and  on 
the  increafe,    Ireland  and  America  take  off 
great  quantities  of  thefe  goods*  efpecially 
bottles,  of  which*  nearly  half  the  number 
are  feet  out  filled  with  beer,  cyder,  perrjf 
and  Briftoi*  water.    The  copper  and  brafo 
manufa&ures  were  of  capital  importances 
'  but  are  now  much  declined  in  confequence' 
of  a  monopoly.  Hard  white  foap,  of  the  beffc 
quality,  is  made  here  in  large  quantities,, 
much  of  which  is  fent  to  London,  as  well 
ai  to  the  colonies  abroad*    Hats,  leather^ 
both  tanned  and  dreffed  in  oil,  faddlery  and. 
ftoes,  white  lead,*  gunpowder,  and  earthen? 
ware,   are  all  confiderabte  articles  of  do* 
meftic  and  foreign  traffic.    The  city  like* 
wife  p©ffeffcs  works  for  fmelting  lead  and; 
making  lead  (hot,  iron  foundries,  rolling, 
and  flitting  mills*  and  tin  works,  all  which 

furrufb 
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furnifh  very  valuable  commodities  for  ex 
pbrtation.  Its  former  woollen  manufactures 
afg  at  an  end.; 


t. .... 


'Some  of*  the  principal  cdrtimoclkies  or 
tlie  furfouhdlng  £6uritry,   exported  from ' 
Briftol,  are^  cheefe,  cyder  and  beer,,  a  few  -• 
coals,  herrings  taken  hi  the  channel,  fait 

from  Droitwich,  coarfe  woollens  and  ftocfc- : 

» 

irtgsi  hard-ware  from  Birmingham  ahd 
Wolverhampton,  -iand  ;  earthen- ware  from 
Staffbrdfliire.     In  the  exportation  of  thefe 

r 

lift  articles,  hbweVer,  Liverpool  has  gteatly 
gained  upon  Briftol,  chiefly  on  account  of 
the  fuperidrity  of  tfie  canal  navigations  to 
that  town,  above  the  difficult  and  uncertain 
natigatibn  of  the  Severn. 

■  m  * 

Briftol  is  clofely  built ;  but,  like  other 
opulent  towns,  is  now  extending  itfelf 
into  its  furburbs  by  new  and  more  airy 
ftrccts. 

The 
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The  Briftol  hot  wells  are  mentioned  under 
Gloucefterfhire* 

Though  the  trading  towns  of  Somerfet- 
lhirt  are  thus  important,  they  have  not 
conferred  fo  much  celebrity  upon  it  as  that 
great  rriatt  of  health  and  pleafure,  the  city 
of  Bath.  This  place,  frorri  the  time  of  the 
Romans,  has  been  known  and  frequented 
for  its  hot  fprings,  which  are  the  moft 
remarkable  in  England,  and  inferior  to  few 
in  Europe.  They  are  ufed  both  externally 
as  baths,  and  internally  as  a  medicine; 
and  great  benefits  are  daily  received  from 
them  in  gouty,  paralytic,  bilious,  and  a 
variety  of  other  cafes*  Bath  has  long  been 
a  place  of  great  concourfe ;  and  the  repu- 
tation of  its  waters,  or  the  fafhion  of  ufing 
them,  is  fo  much  increafed  of  late  years, 
that  it  is  become  the  principal  refort  in  the 
kingdom,  next  to  the  metropolis,  for  the 
nobility  and  gentry ;  and  the  conftant  refi- 
dence  of  many  opulent  invalids,  as  well  as 
of  numerous  votaries  of  diflipation.      In 

Y  fplendour 
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%}fndow  a&4  jetegahce  of  bpifctiagt.it.  ex- 
ceeds every  town  in  England;  a^. advan- 
tage greatly  owing  to  the  white  flone  of  ' 
wj^k.they as%  C€»ftaK95?c},  3^4.  pf  which 
thf  fgii  i«|ropfl4  is  -cfeifi%  £$n*p0tecL  Bfttfe 
is^tijat^d  i^^  yjdfcri  which  ckpwfemce, 
yfjtji  the  refjedkip^  of  tfye  ftip's.rgypjjrom 
the  white  f6$j  renders  it:ex,ti$Tpely  hot  in 
fuouner.  The  pjrimripal  feafops^pr  the 
waters  are  fpjring  and  autumn. 


4*    .   »    •. 


7,;.Apaqng  the  .hiftoqc^l  qvei\t?  of  tb*$ 
county.  is?yrbe  jpeijtioned  *wq  gr^at.  battle 
foyght  new  Pen  below  SelwQo4  forpft ;  in 
9q^  of  which  the.  Britons  were  emirely  de- 
fj^ed.byt^eWeft^Sa^ons;  an^inthe  other 
th^  Dape?  were  completely,  overthrown  by 
£wg  Edmund  hjmC\ie%  . 

•  •  •   •■     <    .  .  . 

A  riverrifland    called   Atbefaey,    at  the 

conflu^  of  the.  Thone  and  Parret,  is  me* 

cftorable  for   haviqg.  given  (heller  amidft 

its  inacceffibje  iporaffes  %o  the  grea*  Alfred, 

ft&er  a,  defeat  he  fqftained  from  the  Panes, 

« 

■  *     ,   >  *  .  At 


fcoirtkisifrsttikr.  £39 

At  Landfdffwn  near  Bath  a  pitched  battle 
was  fought  in  1643  between  the  forces  of 
Charles  I.  and  the  Parliament,  in  which 
the  vi&ory  was  undecided. 


■  *  »    » ■  ■ 

'.       ■  <  a  1 
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DEVONSHIRE. 


The  Cdunty  of  Devon,  in  fize  the 
fecond  in  England,  lies  between  two  fea9, 
having  to  the  north  and  north-weft  the 
Briftol  channel,  apd  f o  the  fputh  and  fouth- 
eaft  the  Englifh  channel.  Its  weftern  fide 
borders  upon  Cornwall,  from  which  it  is. 
feparated  alnaoft  the  whole  way  by  the  river 
Tamar;  and  its  eaftern  fide  upon  the 
counties  of  Somerfet  and  Dorfet.  Its 
figure  is  nearly  rhomboidal.  From  the 
mod  foutherly  to  the  mod  northerly  point 
it  meafures  near  feventy  miles,  and  from 
eaft  to  weft  fixty-four. 

rt.  The 
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The  foil  and  face  of  country  in  this 
large  fpace  are  various.  From  tfye  borders 
of  Dorfetfhire  to  Exeter,  and  mod  of  the 
country  towards  the  fouthern  coaft,  is  "very 
fertile  and  pleafant.  Here  are  fituated 
what  Dyer  terms 


Devon's  myrtle  vales, 


That  drink  clear  rivers  near  the  glafly  fea. 

Fleece. 

For  fuch  is  the  mildnefs  of  the  climate 
that  the  myrtle  grows  unfheltered  on  the 
fea  fliore. 

From  Exeter,  acrofs  the  county  to  the 
edge  of  Cornwall,  lies  the  wide  barren 
tradt  of  Dartmoor,  a  rufhy  naked  morafs, 
bounded  on  the  north  by  bleak  hills.  This 
fort  of  country,  clayey,  wet,  and  fteril, 
extends  northwards  quite  through  the 
centre  of  the  county,  and,  on  the  Cornifh 
border,  to  the  fea.  Many  (heep  are  bred 
here,  but  of  a  fmall  kind,  and  fubjeft  to 
the  rot.   The  chief  riches  of  the  inhabitants 

Y  3  are 
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are  their  black  cattle,  which  thrive  Well 
on  the  coatfe  foujc  herbage ;  and,  after  b^ing 
fattened  in  better  paftures,  are  dxiven  in 
ffr^t  numbers,  to  Smithfield  market.  Tin 
y[2$  foi^nerjy.pr^cjured  in  great  quantity  on 
the  weftern  line  of  the  county ;  but  the 
trade  in  that  metal  has  now  almoft  entirely 
migrated  into  Cornwall. 

The  north-eaftern  part,  adjoining  Ex- 
moor  in  Somerfetfhire,  is  in. general  a  dry 
he*thy  foil,  with,  mines  of  copper,  lead, 
and  other  minerals. 

The  climate  of  Devonfhire  is  too  much 
iftglijttd.  to  moifture,  on  account  of  its 
ppikion  between  two  feas;  and  for  that 
reafqn  its  products  are  apt  to  be  lefs  per* 
fe&  Much  of  the  cyder,  made  in  it  is  of 
a  harfh,  four,  and  watery  nature,  to  which 
qii^lities  is  commonly  imputed  a  kind  of 
fevere  colic  prevalent  among  the  lower 
clafs  of  people;   though   fome   attribute 

this 


this  dxftemper   to  the'  lead  of  the  cyder- 
prefies*.  diflblved  by  the  acid  liquor. 

Tbisroutoty  is  watered  by  many  rivers. 
fome  of  which  difchargc  themfelves  inrar 
the  northern,  and  fome  into  the  fouthern,< 
fea»  Of  the  former  there  are  two  Which 
unite  the  reft,  and  flew  together  -  into 
Barnftaple  bay,  Thefe  are,  the  tfdwtidge* 
which,  rifing  near  the  fea  on  the  Cornifh 
border,  runs  fouth-eaftward  to  Hatherleigh, 
and  then  meeting  with  the  Oke  fromOke- 
Haibpcon,  turns  fhort  to  the  north*  and? 
pafles  Torringtoa  and  Biddeford  ; -**  and 
the  Iiw,  which,  taking  its  fife  from  the 
Centre  of  the  county,  flows  on  to  Bafn- 
ftsple,  and  then  turns  wefterly.  to  join  the 
Towridge  at  -its  mouth. 

Of  the  rivers  running  into  the  fouthem 
fea,  or  Englifh  channel,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal is  the  Ex.  This  has  id  ftfuroe  ih'Ex- 
mbor ;  and  leaving  Sbmerfetfhire  bskw 
Dulvertctt,  proceeds  by  Tiverton  to  Exeter, 

Y  4  widening 
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widening  from  Topfham  into  an  arm  of 
the  fea  which  terminates  at  Exmouth. 

.To  the  weft  of  this  is  the  Teign,  cbm- 
pofcd  of  two  branches,  which,  uniting, 
join  the  fea  at  Teignmouth.  Then  Ibcceeds  * 
the  Dart,  which  rifes  in  the  hills  of  Dart- 
moor, and,  flowing  rapidly  fouthwards, 
pafles  Totnefs,  whence  it  fpreads  into  the 
arm  which  forms  Dartmouth* haven. 

TheVamar  takes  its  origin  near  that  of 
the  Towridge*  not  far  from  the  Briftol 
channel;  and,  flowing  fouthwards  in  a 
gently  winding  courfe,  forms  the  boundary 
between  Cornwall  and  Devonfhire,  except 
in  one* place,  where  the  latter  county  throws 
out  a  horn  like  projeftion.  Below  Saltafh 
it  becomes  an  arm  of  the  fea,  ending  in 
Plymouth  Sound, 

We  fliall  begin  the  furvey  of  the  fea 
coafts  of  Devonfhire  with  that  of  the 
Englifli  channel.     This  coaft  in  general 

may 
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may  be  faid  to  confift  of  numbers  of  bays, 
not  deeply  incurvated,  bounded  by  head- 
lands,  often  of  a  reddifh  indurated  clay  or 
fand-ftone.  The  fbores  are  flat,  gravelly, 
or  fandy.  The  country  within  rifes  and 
breaks  into  fine  lofty  inequalities.  Chalk 
is  found  upon  the  coaft  at  different  places 
as  far  as  ten  miles  weft  of  Lyme.  About 
Dartmouth  is  a  Limeftone,  which  continues 
to  Plymouth. 

On  proceeding  from  Dorfetfhire,  the 
firft  place  on  the  coaft  deferving  notice  is 
Sidmouth,  a  fifhing  town  frequented  for 
fea-bathing. 

Then  fucceeds  the  broad  mouth  of  the 
Ex,  which  admits  laden  (hips  of  three 
hundred  tons,  by  the  affiftance  of  the  tide, 
through  a  fomewhat  difficult  channel,  as 
far  as  HopJhamy  a  confiderable  town,  ferving 
as  the  port  of  Exeter.  Veffels  of  one 
hundred  tons,  however,  can  proceed  as 
far  as  the  fpacious  quay  of  that  city.     • 

Exeter 9 
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.  Exeter  >  the  capital  of  Dsvonfhire,  is 
the  principal  city  for  fizc  and  confequence 
so,  the  weft  of  England;  and  is  at  the  fame 
time  the  refidence  of  many  families  of 
gentry,  and  the  feat  of  an  extehfive  foreign 
and  domeftic  commerce.  The  trade  of 
Exeter  confifts  principally  in  the  exports 
tion  of  coarfe  woollen  goods  manufa&ured 
in  the  counties  of  Devon,  Cornwall,  and*  £ 
part  of  Somerfet.  Thefe  are  fold,,  as  they 
come  from  the  loom,  to  the  merchants  of 
Exetpr,  who  procure  then!  to  be  milled, 
dyed  and  finished,  and  afterwards  export 
them.  Thefe  goods  chiefly  confift  of 
articles  little  confumed  in  England,  as 
druggets,  duroys,  long-ells,  and  ferges. 
The  markets  for  them  are,  firft  Italy,  then 
Spain,  Germany,  Holland,.  Portugal,  and 
lately  France.  The  average  annual  value 
exported  is  reckoned  at  600,000  L  Befides 
this,  the  Eaft  India  Company  take  off  a 
quantity  of  long-ells  amounting  to  the  va- 
lue of  about  105,000^.  of  which  about  a 
fourth   part  are  (hipped  at  Exeter ;    the 

remainder 
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r^n^qide*  at  Dartmouth  ajid  Plymouth, 
For  making  thefe  woollen*,  about  four, 
thoufand  bags  of  wool  are  imported  at 
Exeter  from  Kent.  The  reft  of  the  wool- 
made  ufe  of  is  the  product  of  Devonfliire- 
and  the  neighbouring  counties.  Exeter 
likjQWife  imports  dying  drugs,  wine,  and 
fruit,  from  Spain  and  Italy;  linens  from 
Germany;  and  hemp,  iron,  timber  and 
tallow,  from  the  Baltic*  It  fends  fliips  to 
the  Newfoundland  and  Greenland  fifheries. 
It  fiipplies  the  country  round  with  coal 
both  from  the  northern  collieries  and  from 
Wales;  and  it  has  an  exportation  of  corn, 
efpecially  oats,  to  London. 

feignmouth j  a  creek  reckoned  part  of  the 
port  of  Exeter,  fends  a  number  of  veffels 
to  the  Newfoundland  fifhery,  and  has  a 
confiderable  coafting  trade,  efpecially  in 
carrying  vaft  quantities  of  tobacco-pipe 
clay  to  Liverpool,  whence  are  brought 
back  coals,  fait,  earthen-ware,  &c. 

Farther 
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Farther  to  the  fouth-weft  is  ^Torbayj  a 
femicircular  bafon,  which  has  frequently 
been  the  refort  of  our  fleets  in  time  of  waiv 
Here,  on  November  5th,  1688,  landed 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  on  his  glorious  ex- 
pedition to  deliver  this  nation  from  the  at- 
tempts of  a  tyrannical  bigot  a  gain  ft  its  laws 
and  religion. 

«    -.  ►  .  ■ 

1  At  Brixham>  within  this  bay,  are  kept  a 
large  riumber  of  floops  for  the  fole  purpofe 
of  ftawling,  by  which  the  beft  flat  fi(h,  as 
turbots,  foals,  and  plaice,  befides  great 
quantities  of  whiting,  piper,  gurnet,  and 
other  fifh,  which  frequent  that  coaft,  are 
taken  fome  leagues  out  at  fea.  This  bufi- 
nefs  is  continued  throughout  the  year;  and 
the  fifli  fo  caught  are  fent  by  land  carriage 
to  various  markets,  as  London,  Bath 
Briftol,  and  Exeter. 

On  turning  the  next  point,  appears  the 
fpacious  haven  of  Dartmouth,  capable  of 
(heltering  a  large  number  of  (hips.     The 

town 
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town  has  a  confiderable  trade  to  thefoutheni 
parts  of  Eutope  and  Newfoundland,  as 
well  as  in  the  coding  traffic. 


k< 


The  coaft  continues  to  run  fouthwards 
as  far  a$  the  Start  point,  after  which,  k  turn* 
to  the  north- weft.  SfcVerai'fmall  harbours 
arid  creeks  fill  up  the  fpace  from  this  point 
to  Plymouth  found. 

»  ■  • 

Plymouth  is,  next  to  Portsmouth,  the 
moft  confiderable  harbour  of  England  for 
men  of  war,  and  is  a  frequent  rendezvous 
of  the  Channel  fleet  in  time  of  war.  It  is 
thought  to  be  well  fortified,  though  in  the 
late  war,  wheii  the  combined  fleets  of  * 
France  and  Spain  appeared  off  the  coaft, 
the  means  of  defence  were  found  to  have 
been  fo  Ihamefully  negle&ed,  that  it  could 
have  made  no  refiftahce  if  attacked.  The 
harbour  is  double,  and  particularly  ex- 
cellent. That  called  Harnoaze  is  capable  of 
containing  a  great  quantity  of  lhipping, 
and  is  fitted  with  moorings  for  eighty  fail. 
1  Here 
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Herb  am  docks,  arferials>  and  all  thfe  ton* 

ycnienci^   for  building  ami   fitting   otit 

(hips  of  war. .  The  dock  forms!  a  &parate 

town,  now  large  and  populous  from  the 

niittiber  of  arHficers  m  cOftftant  ^ft{>ioy. 

Plymouth  itfelf  is  A  popdbus  td#h,  arid 

carries  On  confiderabiS  trade,  doifcdtic  arid 

foreign. .  *  .  ■  ■*■•■ 

•  •-■ 

*  Some  miles  at  fea,  off  Plymouth  found, 
is  Eddyftone  tight fcpufe)  a  renurkible  ftruc- 
ttae,  ere&ed  upon,  a  rock,  ^hich  is  cover- 
ed at  high  water. , ,     .. < 

»  • 

..The  Deyonfliire  coaft  on  the  £riftol  chan- 

,  '•■■••-•■- 

np;\  is  next  to  beconfidered..  :. 

*  •  *  -  •  ■ 

•  ■•..       ..     i .  - . 
» 

On,  advancing  from  Sdmerfetflbire  we 
come,  firft  tp  Copib  Martiti*  once  famous 
for  a  lead  mine*  abounding  in  filver,  now 

« 

no  longer  wrought.  .    .; 

Ufracmbe  has  a  fpacious  bafon,  formed 
by  a  good  pie*  running  out  into  the  Briftol 

channel. 
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channel.  The  high  tick*  fcere  allow  large 
vefiel?  to  enter  the  harbour*  '  This  port 
employe  a  number  of ,  brigs  and  .floop* 
chiefly  in  carrying  pre, fcom  Cornwall,  coals 
from  Wales,  and  corn  %q  Briftoi.  A  num- 
ber of  fiihing  ikiffg  belong  to.  the  place* 
which,,  with  thofe  of  Minehead,  fifti  tin  a  <** 
bank  off  the  coaft  during  the  fuouner, 
and  take  a  number  of  foals,  turbot,  &c. 
for  the  Bf iftql  market*; 

*  * 

Farther  weftward  is  Barnfta'ple  bay*  the 
entrance  to  the  rivers  Taw  and  Towridge, 
which  unite  juft  before  they  reach  the  fea. 
The  town  of  Barnjlaple  ;is  fituated  about 
twelve  miles  up  the  former  river,  and  that 
of  Biddeford  about  fix  miles  up  the  latter. 
The  navigation  to  Biddeford  is  much  eafier 
than  to  Barnftaple,  and  will  admit  with 
fefety  (hips  of  300  tons  burden.  To  both 
places  belong  a  considerable  number  oi 
brigs  and  floops,  which  are  chiefly  employ- 
ed in  the  Welfh  coal-trade,  and  in  carry- 
ing corn  to  Briftol.  Some  of  rtiefe  trade  to 
•  *  /„.£  Ireland, 
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Ireland,*  from  whence  they  bring  yarn  fof 
the  ufe  bf  the  manfofa&ttres  of  this  coun- 
ty. Only  three  Vefiels  are  ridw  employed 
iii  the  Newfoundland  trade,  which  is  the 

only  eftablifhed  foreign  commerce  thefe 

•  ... 

towns  have.    A  tftifhber  of  boats  employed 
*  in  the  herring-fifliery  lie  at  Clovety,  a  ftfcall 

harbour -with  a  pier  in  the  bay. 

■  ".'"■..• 

The  promontory  of  Hartland  point,  fre- 
quented by  the  herring-filhers,  nearly 
terminates  the  Devonfhire  coaft  on  this 
fide. 

Of  the  inland  towns  of  Devonfhire 
it  will  be  fufficient  to  mention  a  few,  the 
moil  confiderable  for  trade. 

Tiverton  upon  the  Ex  is  reckoned  th£ 
principal  of  thefe,  and  comes  next  to 
Exeter  in  its  traffic  in  the  woollen  manu* 
failures. 


Crediton 
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Vrediton  poflefles  a  confiderable  manu- 
factory of  ferges. 

In  Honlton  are  made  quantities  of  the 
broadeft  laces  in  the  kingdom.  It  is  ob- 
servable that  the  three  above  mentioned 
towns  have  fuffered  greatly  at  different 
times,  and  fome  very  lately,  by  fire.  This 
has  been  the  cafe  alfo  with  other  towns  in 
this  county; 

< 

Totnefs,  Afbburton,  and  Columpton,  have 
likewife  a  (hare  in  the  different  woollen  ma* 
nufa&ures,  which  extend  over  the  eaftern 
and  middle  parts  of  Devonftrire. 

Axminjler  partakes  in  the  fame,  and  has 
betides  of  late  years  become  famous  for  its 
carpet  manufactory. 


CORNWALL. 
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C  ORKW  All 


•  i.i 


•  » -.  i 

■  J  • 


•    « 


This  county,  forming  the  fputhtwftern 
extremity  of  Great-Britain,  is  every  where 
furriouoded  by  thfefca,  except  on. its .caSern 
fide,rrafcich  borders  updn  Devotrfhire;  irdeft 
^wldch  county,  however,  it  ia  fijparafed  by 
the  river  Tamar;.  fo;  that  it  is  vesy  seariy 
a  complete  ifland.  It  is  of  an  angular 
figure*  growing  gradually  narrower  from 
caft\toweft,  atid  terminating  at  lad  in  a 
point,  '  From  the  weftern  extremity,  called 
Land's  end,  to  the  Devonshire  border,  mea- 
fures  ninety  miles:  the  fide  contiguous  to 
Devon  meafures  above  fifty,  but  the  breadth 
very  foon  contra&s  to  thirty,  and  near  the 
LandVend  does  not  exceed  feven, 
v    .:?      5  Thus 


-Thus  detached  as  Cornwall  is  by  fit u- 
ation  from  the  reft  of  England,  it.  was 
formerly  {till  further  fepacated  by  the  ufe 
of  a.  totally  different  language,  .a  dialed  of 
the  Armorican,  and  related  to  the  Welfh. 
This  language  has  for' two  dr  three  cen* 
tunes:  ceafed  to  he  common,  and  is  now 
utterly?  extirpated;  but  the*  proper  names 
ef  theL^ounty;  ftilL  exhibits  diking  :  differ- 
ence from:  thafc  of  Englifh  origin. 


;  Cornwall,  fjrom.its  foil,  appearance,  and 
cUtnat^,  is  one. of  tkeleaft  inviting  of  the 
Englilh  .counties.  A-  ridge  of  bare  rugged 
hiUs;: intermixed  with  bleak  moors,  runs 
through  themrdft  of  its  whole:  length,  and, 
in  the  oarroweft  parts,  extend s,from  fide  to 
fide.  .  The  iow  grounds  between  the  hills 
and  the. fea care,  in  fame. parts,  rendered 
(Sufficiently  fertile  by  the  aid  of  manure  de- 
rived from  the  fea-fand  and  weeds  of  the 
beach ;  but:  the  faltnefs  of  the  atmofphere, 
and  violence  of  the  winds,  will  fcarcely 
fuffer  trees,  or  even  hedges,  to  grow  near 

Z  2  the 
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the  fliorc;  fo  that  almoft  the  whole  country 
has  a  naked  and  defolate  appearance.  The 
air  is  made  extremely  moift  by  the  fur- 
rounding  body  of  water  j  .and  the  high 
lands  in  the  centre,  intercept  the  mifts  and 
clouds  in  their  paffage;  fo  that  rains  or 
fogs  are  almpft  daily  experienced.  At  the 
fame  time  the  winds  are  continually  Ihift- 
iag  with  violence  from  one  point  to  ano- 
ther;  which  circumftancc,  while  it  bcreafes 
the  mutability  of  the  weather,  has  a  fa- 
vourable effcA  in  preventing  tfcofe  ftagna- 
tions  of  damp,  air  which  are  fo  prejudicial 
to  health  in  fame  wet  countries.  The 
winters  here  are. very  mild,  fnow  feldon* 
lying  more  than  two  or  three,  days,  and 
frofts  being  of  fhort  deration;  fo  that 
myrtles  and  other  fouthern  plants  are  able 
to  live  the  year  round  in  the  open  air.  On 
the  other  hand  the  fummers  are  cool,  and 
the  autumns  too  wet  to  bring  to  perfed 
maturity  the  fruits  of  the  earth. 


It 
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It  is  to  its  mineral  treafures,  and  the 
flioale  of  ftth  upon  its  coaft,  that  Corn- 
wall is  indebted  for  it?  populpufnefs  and 
relative  importance.  Fnom  early  antiquity 
this  county  has  been .  noted  for  the  tin 
which  it  produced,  and  which  was  an  oh» 
jeft  of  commerce  to  civilized  nations,  while 
Britain  was  a  land  of  barbarians.      Tin 

« 

mines  are  difperfed  over  the  greateft  part 
of  Cornwall ;  and  the  quantity  procured  is 
greater  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
The  demand  for  this  metal  is  diminished 
by  the  introduction  of  earthen- ware  in  (lead 
of  pewter  (which  is  principally  CQmpofed 
of  tin),  for  the  ufe  of  the  table ;  yet  great 
quantities  of  tin  are  Hill  employed  for  4 
.variety  of  purpofes ;  and  it  forms  an  objed: 
of  confiderable  confequence  both  in  do- 
tneftic  and  foreign  commerce*  The  Prince 
of  Wales,  who  is  alfo  Ddke  of  Cornwall, 
deriyts  a  revenue  from  the  tin ;  and  there 
^re  particular  laws  and  regulations  for  the 
working,  refining,  and  exporting  of  this 
commodity. 

Z  3  Very 
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Very  vata^te- tdppcr-mitifes  to?  Afo 
wroughrih  tlfe' county,  the  ore  fcf  which 
3s' feat  to  Swtmfeay  and:  dther  places,  Jot 
fitseltuig.  Leadr  lapis  caiaminaris^  and 
ttbe*  tfietaMiefubftgjices*  are  likewise  found 
here  j  as  .well  •  ak  {bap*rdck,  and  x^kys  of 
remarkable  purity ,  excellent  for  the  patter^ 

tifd,  and  fine  rbc&  cryftik. 

*•  ■  •  *    -....(     ...     ,..»...     t . .  . 

'<•*<  Of  the  great  variety  of  fifh  on  the  Cor* 
liifh  coafts  none  is  to  confiderablb  an  ol> 
fcdt  of  cbmm'erce  as  thepilchand^ ^Tvliicfy 
fcppeafs  iti  imminfe  fhoah  during  the  ftim- 
irter  and  arittitpft,  chiefly  on  the  fouthern 
fide.  ThS  pilchard  fiftiery  is  carried  on  at 
St.  Ives  on  \ht  northern  coaft :  on  the 
fouthern  in  Mouiitfbay;  thence  eaftward 
at  St.  MiWh,  Mevagiffty^^nd  quite  to  the 
Devonshire  c6aft.  Many  boats  and  men 
are  employed  in  it;  and,  befides  the  great 
fupply  thefe  fifli  afford  to  the  miners  an4 
other  poor  of  GdTnwall,  great  quantities 
are  cbted  aftd  exported,  principally  up  the 
Mediterranean. ,   Of  late  years  the,  fhoals  of 

pilchards 
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pHchaxdS  hayfe  beenlefs  conftant  and  plen* 
tiftiltbart  formerly,,  and  fuch  lofle*  have 

bctn  fuftained,  that  the  fiChery  is  now  in  a 
declkiiBg  cpncjitix)^ 

-.-Of-  the  farlnmg.  products  of  this  county 
it*  is  fufficieht  to: ;  mention  that:  draught 
o»dn  and  fwine  are.  few  frpm  it  in  ifane 
numbers* 


•  i 


-  *  •    -  •  ■  - .  .  ■ 


The  rivers  of  Cornwall ;  are  all  fmall, 
their  courfe  to  the  fea  being  every  where 
fo  (Horn  .  They  require  no  other  notice 
than  as  they  are  connedpd  wifh  the  har- 
bours* 

9 

We  (hall  now  proceed  to  a  furvey  of  its 
&a-c6a(t  and  its  principal  towns:;  preinlfing 
tfott :  G^rrtwati  poffeffes  rnqre  p^li^nietka^y 
BSrdughs  than  ariy  otier  cofctity  in  the 
tfogdoai/  hs  repreferttatives  being  fofrty- 
lour  m  number.  Moft  of  thefe  placed  if* 
now  very  inconfiderable,  exhibiting  a  tae- 
lancholy  proof  of  the  prefent  great  inequa- 

Z  4  Tiity 
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lity  of  reprefentation  in  the  kingdom;  an 
evil,  which,  though  the  greateft  tf  ifdom 
may  find  it  difficult  to  corred,  yet  fophiftr? 
alone  can  deny  to  be  real  and  alarming* 

Oq  coafting  the  northern  fide  of  Corn- 
wall from  the  Devonfhire  border,  after 
paffingjB^r^  fatd  to  be  the  birth-place 
of  the  renowned  King  Arthur,  we  com?  to 
a  confiderable  inlet  of  the  fea,  called  Padr 
Jltrax  haven*  Into  thi?  falls  the  river  Camel, 
flowing  from  Camelford.  The  harbour  of 
Padftow  is  choaked  with  fand,  and  the 
town  only  pofieffes  a  trade  in  herrings  and 
flates.  It  has  a  confiderable  manufacture 
offerges,  &<?. 

A  long  range  of  broken  coaft  fticceeds, 
to  Strives  bay,  which  affords  a  tolerable 
harbour  to  the  town  of  that  pame.  former- 
ly  a  confiderable  place,  but  now  fubfifting 
chiefly  by  the  poaft   trade   and  pUchard 


At 


At  Bqk9  an  inlet  from  dm  lay,  modi 
of  die  copper  ore  ratted  in  GornwaB  is 
(mdttd;  and  the  place  is  much  frequented 
by  the  coafting  ycflels. 

From  hence  the  land  4bon  begins  to 
tuip;  and  after  Cape  Canroall  appears  the 
moft  wefterly  point  of  the  ifland,  JLmfs 

ewdj  >a  vaft  aggregate  of  moor-ftone.  AU 
the  coaft  hereabouts  is  cqmpofed  of  iag- 
ftooe,  with  a  little  limeftone  intermixed; 
09  proceeding  eaftwards  along  a  range  of 
high  broken  cliffs,  Mou*tJbay  Qrft  occurs, 
fo  called  from  a  lofty  peninfulated  rod; 
within  it,  named  Mount  St.  MchaeL 
An*ong  the  rocks  on  this  part  of  the 
cpaft  breeds  the  CqrniQi  chough,  or  red- 
kgg?d  crow,  remarkable  fqr  its  property 
of  dealing  and  carrying  away  whatever  it 
finds ;  whence  it  has  been  accidentally  a 
paufe  of  the  firing  of  houfes  by  lighted 
brand;  conveyed  to  the  roofs.  In  this  bay 
{lands  the  town  of  Penzance,  a  populous 
pla^e,  having  a  (jonfiderable  traffic  in  (hip- 
ping, 
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jiingw  On  thb  fliore  of  the  bay.  the  veins 
of  j£n  and  copper  arc  vifible  as  for  as  the 
hard  JMftwfetey  « ven  to  lotv  watter  mark,  it 
is  one  of  the  tin-coinftge  tovydW 


J*.*  .•  v  « .  •  i 


v  J  Hxt/tm,  lUffori  : A  rivulet  ^hicfe  joins 
Chft  fe»  ^  flnk  further  eafty  ^  atfo  oh«  of 
the  tdwrinKi  "which  tin  is  ftamped. 


•7  The  Li&ir4  ftin?*1  fraftv  wtoenee^  (hips 
Ifewfag  the  channel  take  «hei*  dt^ftu*er  fc 
the  ffioft  foutherit  land'  in  Great  Britain; 
being  forttdwhat  below  the  fiftieth  degree  of 
latitude.  '  ■■'■-"■  - 

L"  Further  on  hHdford  harbour $  an  inlet 
vety  convenient  f6r  trading  yeffels  !of  all 
burdens.  Info  it  empties  -Gweek  rivef, 
^hich  rifei  iie*f  Helftort*.  - 

i 

'  ihbe  next  rerWrk^blc  obje&  is  Falmouth 
l<tvcn>  a  noble  and  rtfoft  exteftfiVe  harbour! 
communicating  with  a  riumberof  navigabfe 
creeks.    Falnwith  *m  fiourifti'ing  tovVtt  cjf 

great* 


•r    »■ 


glneat  traffic,  xfcbich  fcat ;besh  much  Im- 
proved by  its  l>eiag  appointed  th*:  ftation 

America. 


f      ! 
t  -  f       >  .  .    p 


Penryn,  on  a  creek  in  this  harbour,  has 
4  Confitferable  trade  \tt  the  pijchar#  *nd 

NewfouiKUtodrfi&efies.  ...... 


SfnW,  at  the  very  head  of  the  fame  bar? 
boiiFyk  one  of  the  ,be#  to.Wfl*.  in  GorpMU 
juld  the  refidenee  of  amny  geor^elfemiHw 
Its; chief,  bufinefs.  is  in  (hipping  |jji  and 
copper  ore,  found  in  abundance  Hn:  thfe 
parifhes  north  and  fouth  of  the  road  lead- 
ing from  hence  to  Redruth*  It  was  here 
that  the  weftern  forces  of  Charles  I.  .under 
Lord  Hopetop.  furrendered  to  General 
jFairfas,  who,  with  great  military  fk.illj  had 
driven  them  (after  the  battle  of  Nafeby) 
frotn  Exeter  quite  into  this  toe  of  Efigkuid, 
and  foiled  all  their  attempts  to  pafs  him. 


On 
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< 

On  returning  to  the  coaft^  and  proceed- 
ing eaftward  beyond  Deadman's  Point,  lies 
fbwey  or  Foy,  upon  the  river  Fowey,  which 
is  one  of  the  mod  confiderable  in  Cornwall. 
It  has  a  great  (hare  in  the  pilchard  fifhery. 

Lejtwithiel,  on  the  fame  river,  has  loft 
its  convenience  of  navigation  by  means  of 
the  fand  which  has  choaked  up  the  channel. 
It  has  a  woollen  manufactory,  and  is  one 
of  the  tin  coinage  towns.  Here  the  in- 
fantry of  the  parliament  army  under  the 
£arl  of  Eflex  were  in  1644  compelled  to 
furrender  to  the  king's  troops. 

The  extremity  of  the  Cornilh  coaft 
this  way  is  the  Ram-bead,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Tamau  A  little  way  up  this  river  on 
the  Cornilh  fide  lies  Saltqfh>  which  has  a 
trade  in  malt  and  beer,  and  derives  cons- 
iderable benefit  from  its  neighbourhood  to 
Plymouth. 


Near 


3*5 

Near  die  bank  of  the  Tamar,  pretty 
ht^  inland,  is  fituated  the  capital  of  the 
county,  Launceftotiy  a  populous  old  towa, 
containing  nothing  rtmarkablc 

Bodmin,  a  decayed  ttiwti  near  the  cefttre 
of  the  county,  has,  oh  account  of  its  pofi- 
tion,  been  chofen  for  the  place  of  holding 
the  futamer  affizes*         • 

■ 

'St.  AuftU,  between  Grampound  and 
Leftwithiel,  though  not  a  borough. town* 
is  the  centre  of  much  bufinefs,  on  account 
of  its  fituation  in  the  midft  of  fome  of  the 
principal  tin  mines  in  the  county. 

At  Stratton,  in  the  north-eaflern  part 
of  the  county,  a  battle  was  fought  in 
1643,  in  which  the  forces  of  King  Charles 
were  vidorious  over  thofe  of  the  par- 
liament. 

About  ten  leagues  to  tho  weft  of  the 
Land's-end,  and  eafily  feen  from  it,  lie  the 

Scity 
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Sctifyiljfynds,  V  gJfOup  of  j*\|m$jfcus,  rcfcks 
«Ad  iflets,  *f  wkicfe, five  or  fi^ooly  arr 
j&babitel  JTfeey  are  fuppofed  formerly 
to  have  prodtabe&irmifih  tin,  but  at  prefeoc 
arc  chiefly  knowti  as  a  refort  of  fea-fowl 
and»  place  of  flwlteif  fpr  fliiprs  fin  adverfe 
ufa^s.*  :<Ti»  inhabited  pfipdpaUyrffub* 
^%:fiWi^^!l^irriirrg»kdf)ydoAoffici^uig 
as  pilots*  The  chief  of  thte  i&md  is  <fr. 
Mary's,  which  has  a  good  port.  The 
iScill^  oadprdftifre  ( ;  tam«fat9lfttf"  numbers 
^cJhipsjracaHftgrihe  «hantieU  ^*!0nfe  xSf 
Hh»>  >»oft  (Mfaftrods  ;  jepents  >  efrrtfaiy  jfciad 
^kiap^rwd  -.iri^  ^07,  wihen  Ajimiual  Sir 
Cloudefley  &havekwith  three  mfa\c£  war 
pertfhed  with  all  the  crews. 


-it    .. . . 
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.T.r*  ^cipality  of  Wafelppg.aa% 
depe*id$«tf  and  Separate, GQqntry.  frpoa  Epg; 
Janfl,.  aad  ftijl.  entirely  differing  from  it,  ^ 
language,  and  in  leveral  refpe&s  in  mi- 
ners and  cuftoms,  is  ftrongly  marked  out  by 
nature  as  a  detached  diftridt,  characterized 
by  an  almoft  continued  range  of  mountains 
more  or  lefs  wild  and  lofty,  and  interjacent 
vallies  more  or  lefs  extenfive  and  fertile. 
It  occupies  all  thfc  fcehtral  part  of  the 
weftern  coaft,  and  the  country  inland  to  a 
moderate  diftance ;  having  its  northern  and 
fouthern  limits  well  defined  by  the  pro- 
jecting line   of  coaft   from  the  Dee   to 

Anglefey 
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Aoglefey  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  wide  eft- 
trance  df  the  Briftol  channel  oh  the  other; 
The  ancient  internal  dimenfions  of  Wales 
have  been  contra&ed  by  taking  from  it 
the  whole  county  of  Monmouth,  and  a  part 
of  fevehtl  of  the  adjacent  Englifli  counties. 
At  prefent  it  confifts  of  twelve  fmall  Or 
middle-fized  counties ;  fix  of  which  are 
reckoned  to  belong  to  North,  and  fix  to 
South  Wales*  In  general  population  and 
fertility  the  latter  divifioh  has  thefuperi6rity. 
All  the  Welfh  counties  except  three  touch 
the  fea  coaft  in  fome  part  of  their  boun- 
dary. 


u- 


FLINTSHIRE* 


J 
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FLINTSHIRE. 


This  fmall  county,  which  confifts  of  a 
narrow  flip  of  land,  running  from  north- 
weft  to  fouth-eaft*  is  bounded  by  the  Irifh 
fea  on  the  norths  by  the  eftuary  of  the  Dee 
and  the  county  of  Chefter  on  the  north-eaft 
and  eaft,  and  by  Denbighihire  on  the  fouth 
and  weft.  A  detached  part  belongs  to  it, 
at  forae  'miles  diftance  from  the  reft,  fepar- 
ated  by  the  interposition  of  Denbighihire, 
and  almoft  encircled  by  Shropfhire  and 
Cheftiire.  The  main  portion  of  Flintfhire 
is  about  twenty-eight  miles  in  length,  and 
no  where  above  ten  in  breadth,  generally 
much  lefs» 

A  a  The 
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The  land  rifes  pretty  rapidly  from  die 
fhore  of  the  Dee  to  a  ridge  of  hills  running 
for  a  confiderable  way  parallel  to  that  river. 
The  low  part  has  a  clayey  foil,  producing 
corn  and  grafs  plentifully;  and  is  well 
flocked  with  wood*  It  abounds  alfo  with 
coal  and  free-ftone.  The  hills  are  barren 
on  the  furface,  but  rich  wkhin  in  mines  of 
lead  and  calamine,  with  vail  ftrata  of 
Un^ftqw f  TJ#  northern  extrcwty  of  Jthe- 
cfftHtty  b  *  ft*  ttft&>  growing  nw^h  cwn* 
tfpcciaHy  whttt;  of  wbicfe  *  gporf  deal  it 
t xpoitf d  to  JUvftpotl-  Tbe  fiwibf r»  pwt 
is  ^grp^aWy  vsrH  with  hiU  <iih}  date*  apd 
;*$>$*  tke  v^w  of  fcvend  *i**#d  <aftles„ 
T^vateof  Mq14  in  *h«  pajrt  is.uacam* 
monly  rich  and  taatttifol  On  i&fi  Doabigb- 
te  Ws  the  cpwtty  i$  backed  by  a  l$fty 
Chain  of  TOQVWtW***,  :ovefk*oking,  thfl  V9h 
<*f  ClwycL 

The  disjoined  piecQ  of  FUattfurc,  con- 
fiding of  the  hundred  of  Mzi&?r  Satjh<g>  ia 

jaoftly 
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moftly  a  level  traft,  though  varied  with 
gentle  rifing*. 

Of  the  fmall  rivers  of  this  county,  the 
moft  remarkable  is  the  Allen,  which  near 
Mold  finks  underground  and  is  loft  for  a 
fliort  fpate.      The  rivers  of  the  vale  of 

Clwyd  have  their  exit  in  Fiintlhire* 

* 

The  commercial  importance  of  Flintfture 
k  almbft  fokly  derived  from  its  mineral 
produ&ions.  The  lead  ore  is  (melted  upon 
the  fpot>  and  the  metal  is  exported  from 
Chefter.  Some  kinds  of  the  we  contain 
filver  enough  to  repay  with  profit  the  ex- 
pen&  of  Separating  it  from  the  lead ;  and 
fcveral  thoufand  ounces  of  filver  have  been 
annually  e*tra&ed  ki  this  county,  which 
is  chiefly  ufed  by  the  manufacturers  of  Bir- 
mingham and  Sheffield,  The  calamine  is 
partly  exported,  and  partly  ufed  in  a  brafa 
foundry  at  Holy  welL  From  the  co&l-pits 
Eft  the  fouth-eaftern  part  of  the  county  the 

A  a  a  city 
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city  of  Chefter  is  in  a  great  meafure  (applied* 
Near  Northop  are  confiderable  potteries* 
at  which  are  made  large  quantities  of  coarfe 
earthen  ware,  iexported  to  the  Welfli  coaft 
and  Iceland.  , 


.       i  ...  .i. 


";„Qf  the  towns  fe*r  deferve. particular 


mention.      •■■■:;  ;  ::? y  < 


.  The  capital,  Flint 9  is*  a  very  fmall  place 
without  tr^de.  TJiere  are  large  remains 
pf  its  caflle,  in  whicjb  the  unhappy  King 
Richard  IL  was:  delivered  into  the  hands, 
pf  hjs  rival,  Bolingbroke» 

*  i  *  *  * . 

* 

'  The  dimimuiye:  city  of  St.  Jjaph,  plea* 
fantly  fituated  near  the  lower  extremity  of 
the  Yale  of  Clwyd,  (Contains  nothing,  re-? 
maskable*        ..■;.    .• 

•  •  •  -    \  ?f-  t« 

v  .       ;    !  .    .    «,  ...  ..... 

,"  At  thei  mouth  off  the  river  Clwyd  is 
$he  little  port,  pf,  Khuttflan,  acceffible  only 
tp  :fo>all  reffH?.^  Qjif  nwrfh  i&kl  neigh* 
'•-    >  ?  .;:  bourhood 
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bourliood  was -fought  in  795  a  battle  be- 
tween the  Saxons  and  Welfti,  in  which  the 
latter  were  defeated,  with  the  lofs  of  their 
prince  Caradoc ;  and  the  event  was-  con* 
fidered  as  fo  difaftrous,  that  a  plaintive 
tune,  ftill  popular  in  Wales,  was  compofed 
on  the  occafion. 

Holywell,  from  its  vicinity  to  the  mines, 
though  in  great  part  a  new  town,  is  now 
the  moft  flourifhing  in  this  county.  It 
takes  its  name  from  the  famed  well  of 
St.  Winifred,  concerning  which  fo  many 
fables  and  fuperftitious  notions  have  pre- 
vailed. It  is  in  faft  a  moft  copious  ftream 
of  very  cold  and  pure  water,  burfting  out 
of  the  ground  with  great  impetuofity  at 
the  foot  of  a  high  hill.  Befides  the  cold 
bath,  celebrated  for  wonderful  cures, 
formed  at  the  fpring  head,  and  covered 
with  a  beautiful  gothic  fhrine,  it  is  now 
applied  to  the  purpofe  of  turning  feveral 
mills  for  the  working  of  copper,  making 

A  a  3  brafs 
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brafs  wire,  paper,  and  (huff,  and  (pinning 
cotton;' which  various  branches  give  great 
employment  to  the  town  and  neighbour* 
hood. 

The  county  affizcs  are  held  at  (he  ncaf 
little  town  of  Mold. 


DENBIGHSHIRE, 
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This  county  runs  parallel  to  Flintlhire, 
but  its  extent  is  much  greater.  On  the 
north  it  juft  touches  upon  the  Irifh  fea. 
The  north-eaftern  fide  is  contiguous  to 
Flintlhire  and  Chefliire,  the  fouth-eaftef n 
to  Shropflrire.  From  fouth  to  north-weft 
it  is  fucceffively  bounded  by  the  three 
counties  of  Montgomery,  Merioneth,  and 
Caernarvon;  From  this  laft  it  is  feparated 
by  the  river  Conway,  though  not  accu- 
rately, the  promontory  of  the  Great  Ormes- 
head  being  in  Caernarvonfliire,  though  oil 
the  eaftern  fide  of  the  river.  Its  extreme 
length  is  forty-eight  miles,   its  greateft 

A  a  4  breadth 
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breadth  not    above  eighteen,   and  in  the 
middle  much  lefs. 

In  Denbighfhire  the  rugged  and  mount 
tainous  chara&er  of  Wales  is  confpicuoufly 
apparent,  though  foftened  by  a  confiderable 
mixture  of  fertility  and  beauty*      At  the 
fouth-eaftern  extremity  the  banks  of  the 
Pee  afford  fine  pafture  and  meadow  land ; 
and  cheefe  is  made  in  thefe  parts  equal  to 
the  Cheihire.  .  The  varied  charms  pf  the 
country  about  Wrexham '  and  th$  feats  of 
Wynnftay,  Chirk-caftle,  and  Erddig,  have 
been  much  admired.  '  At  Llangollen  the 
fcenes  are  more  romantic  and  fublime,  on 
approaching  the  lofty  Berwyn  mountains, 
which   feparate   this  county  from  that  of 
Merioneth. 

1 
Northwards  is  the  hundred  of  Tale,  hilly, 

produdive  of  grafs,  and  abounding  with 
cattle,  but  bare  and  dreary  to  the  view.  Then, 
from  the  middle  of  the  county,  commences 
the  e elebnued  Yah  of  Clwy&y  in  the  tra#  of 

which 
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which  lie  the  towns  of  Ruthin  and  Denbigh. 
From  its  upper  end  to  the  fea  it  ftretche* 
vpwards  of  twenty  miles.  Its  breadth 
varies  from  three  miles  to  eight,  according 
to  the  approach  or  recefs  of  the  high  moun- 
tains enclofing  it,  through  which  in  dif- 
ferent parts  are  gaps  formed  by  nature  for 
entrances.  This  delightful  fpot  is  in  a 
high  ftate  of  cultivation,  even  far  up  the 
jjfcent  of  the  hills;  and  is  full  of  towns, 
villages,  and  gentlemen's  feats,  The  river. 
Clwyd  runs  along  the  vale,  and  is  joined  by 
feveral  fmall  ftreatps  from  the  neighbour* 
hood. 

On  the  weftern  fide  the  county  be- 
comes more  uniformly  alpine,  with  fre- 
quent fmall  lakes  and  deep  narrow  vales, 
interfperfed  amidft  naked  mountains.  The 
northern  part,  towards  the  fea,  is  more 
level ;  and  from  Abergclly  finks  intp  the 
CJtfnfive  pjajn  qf  Rhuddlan. 


The 
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•  The  produ&s  of  Denbighfhircare  chiefly 
corn,  checfe,  and  cattle ;  though  it  alfo 
partakes  with  Flinrfhire  in  fome  of  the 
lead  mines  on  its  borders,  and  has  others 
in  the  feuth-weftern  part,  together  with 
coals. 

Denbigh,  the  capital,  is  finely  fittiated  on 
a  rocky  declivity  above  the  Vale  of  Clwyd. 
Its  ruined  cattle,  with  its  vaft  enclofure 
crowning,  the  top  of  the  hill,  forms  a  ftriking 
objeft.  Denbigh  has  a  pretty  confiderable 
jhanufafture  of  gloves  and  flioes,  which 
are  fent  to  London  for  exportation. 

Ruthin^  placed  in  the  Vale  near  its  head, 
is  a  very  neat  and  welMnhabited  town, 

* 

The  moft  populous  town  in  this  county, 
and  indeed  in  all  North  Wales,  is  Wrexham. 
R  is  a  place  of  confiderable  traffic,  and 
noted  for  its  fairs.  Wrexham  is  of  Saxon 
origin,  and  retains  the  language  and  ap- 
pearance of   an  Englifh  town.       Its   old 

church, 
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church,  diftinguifhed  by  a  profufion  of 
gothic  ornaments,  -and  by  a  very  large 
and  lofty  cower,  is  the  boaft  of  this  part 
of  the  country.  Near  Wflexham  is  a 
large    foundry    for    cannon    and   other 


CAERNARVONSHIRE. 


g8o         ENGLAND   DELINEATED, 


CAERNARVONSHIRE. 


This  county  is  furrounded  by  the  lea 
on  all  fides  except  the  eaft,  where  it  joins 
to  Denbighfhire,  and  a  fmall  part  of  the 
fouth  contiguous  to  Merionethlhire.  Its 
figure  is  very  irjegular,  a  great  peninfulated 
point  running  out  from  it  to  the  fouth-weft. 
From  the  extremity  of  this  point  to  the 
aorth-eaftern  point  meafures  forty -five 
miles.    The  breadth  is  very  various. 

Caernarvonfliire  is  the  moft  rugged  and 
truly  alpine  diftridt  of  North  Wales.  Its 
central  part  is  entirely  occupied  by  the 
famed  Snowdon,   and  the  feveral  craggy 

fumnuts, 
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fiimmits;  deep  dells,  moors,  chafais,  and 
lakes,  which  conftitute  its  dreary  region. 
The  woods  which  once  clothed  this  fra£fc 
are   now-  no   more.     Cattle,   flieep,  and 
goats,  are  nlmoft  its  fole  rural-riches.   Thefe 
are  fed  faring-  fummer  very  high  on  the 
mountains,  tended  by  their  owners,  who 
refide  for 'thai  feafon  in  temporary  huts,  and 
make  butter  and  cheefe  for  their  own  eoa^ 
fumption.     The  vales  yield  a  little  meadow 
gtais  for  hay,  which  is  got  in  without  the 
aid  of  wheel  carriages,  the  tlneveh  forfkcef 
of  the    ground  not  admitting  their  ufe. 
The  irihabitaiits,  who  live  in  a  ftate  of  die 
utmoft  Simplicity,  manufafture  their  clothed 
from  the  wool  of  their  own   flocks.    A 
little  oatmeal,   added  to  the  produce  of 
their  dairies,  conftitutes  their  food.    The 
profpefts  around  are  rude  and  favage  In 
thehigheft  degree;    but   ridt  without   a 
mixture  of  beauty,  when  the  dimenfioiis 
of  the  vales  admit  the  varieties  of  wooc£ 
water,  and  meadow.    In  fome  of  the  lakes 
are  found  the  char,    with    the   gwyniad, 
4  another 


another  alpine  £&•  Foxes  are  the  chief 
wild  animals*  Many  rare  vegetables,  met 
with  only  on  the  moft  elevated  fpots,  grow 
\cxe.  Copper  gairtes  have  been  worked  in 
various  parts  of  thefe  mountains*  and  are 
a^p^efei^t  *bout  LUnberris.  Other  places 
rf;  die  county  afford  lead.  Quarries  of  a 
$one  exc^ikoK  for  hones  are  dug  near 
Saawdoa.  '.    .  • 


i    r 


.  Jbevak  of}Gw&ay9  in  which  the  river 
^.t^ax  ipuuneruas  along; the  wholt  eaftern 
hornier  of  the  coumy,  is  -a  long,  and  narrow 
traft,  equally  romantic  and  beautiful.  1c 
affords  rich  pafturage,  corn  fields,  and 
nroves ;  and  forms  4  ple&fing  Contraft 
\q  the  bleak  region  of  Snpwtfpa  frowning 

^bQVe  It.      ;    •;:•..-    ,. 

:  '.         \       \  '..■■       ■< 

The  reft  of  Caernarvon&ire  lies  along 
it*  .attentive  fci-cpaft,  which  we  (hail  now 

trac* 
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The  promontory  of  Llandudno,  or  the 
Great  Ormes*btad,  belonging  to  this  count jr, 
tfroygh  acrofe  the  Conway,  k  a  fine  fheep* 
walk?  ending,  irt  a  fteep  precipice  over  the 
fea»  die  haufct  of  various  fea  fowl  in  the 
breeding  festfbn,  and  inhabited  by  that  fine 
fpecies  of  hawk,  the  peregrine  falcon. . 
■        >  _•  - . .  •     . 

As  rthe;  g*m*h  of  the  river  Conway  is 
like  town  of  that  mme>  a  fmall  place  with 
a  little  rport,  diftinguifhed  fey  the  maffy 
remains  of  its  noble  caftle,  formerly  one 
of  the  mod  magnificent  edifices  of  the 
fetad  in  the<  kingdom. 

Beyond  this  h  the  once  tremendous; 
precipice  of  Penmaenmawr,  overhanging 
the  fea*  now  fiecurely  croffed  by  a  good; 
road* 

N 

ThefealleUyef  Bangor,  ontheMaav 

or    ftrait  jfeparwing    this,  county  front 

Aogtef^y,  asfct  faqceedsi  and  not  far  %oo* 

7  iV 
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it#  on  the  fame  ftrait,  the  capital,  Cdef- 
narvon.  This  laft  is  a  pleafant  well-built 
town,  inhabited  by  many  genteel  families*1 
and  carrying  on  a  confideraWe  trade  by  fea 
with  Ireland  and  the  principal  Englifh 
ports.  It  has  a  caftle  of  remarkable  gran* 
deur,  built  by  Edward  I.  the  conqueror 
of  Wales,  in  which  he  gave  the  Welih, 
according  to  his  equivocating  promife,  a 
native  prince  for  their  foveretgn,  in  the 
perfon  of  his  own  Ton,  Edward  II.  born  in 

this  caftle. 

•  .1  . 

Nothing  remarkable  occurs  on  the  caaft 
till  its  fouthern  extremity  in  the  penin^ 
filiated  hundred  of  Ltyn.  This  is  in  ge- 
neral flat,  though  fprinkled  with  rocky 
hills*  Its  chief  produce  is  oats,  barley, 
and  black  cattle,  of  which  vail  numbers 
are  annually  exported.  Quantities  of  fifli, 
efpecially  herrings,  are  caught  round  the 
fliore;  and  lobfters  abound  on  it.  Many 
{harp  points  of  land  run  into  the  fea>  form- 
t"--  ing 


CAERNARVONSHIRE.  38$ 

ing  bays  between  them.  Off  the  moft 
wefterly  point  lies  the  finall  ijle  ofBardfey, 
once  famous  for  a  convent,  the  refort  of 
numerous  monks.  The  principal  town  at 
this  end  of  Caernarvonfhire  is  Pwllheli,  a 
tolerable  port,  poffefled  of  fome  trade* 


B  b  ANOLfSEY. 
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A  N*  G  L  E    £  E  YV 


•    This  ifland,   which  conftitutes  one  of 
the  counties  of  North  Wales,  is  fituated  to* 
the  north-weft  of  Caernarvonshire,   from 
which   it   is   feparated   by  the   long   and 
narrow  ftrait  called  the  Menai.     It  is  of 
a  rhotnboidal  fhape,    but  deeply  cut  and 
indented    on   thfee   of   the    fides.        Its 
northern,  eaftern,   and  weftern  points  are 
fliarp  and  narrow ;   the  fouthern  angle  is- 
more  rounded.     From  point  to  point  the 
length  is  about  twenty  miles,  and  breadth* 
about  twenty- two. 

jl    -  The 
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The  part  of  the  ifland  bordering  the 
Menai  is  finely  wooded,  recalling  to  the 
mind  its  anfcient  ffate  when  it  was  the  cete- 
brated  feat  of  the  Druids,  the  terrific  rites 
of  whofe  religion  were  perforated  in  the 
gloom  of  the  thickeft  groves.  Rude 
mounds  and  heaps  of  fiones,  fuppofed  to* 
be  Dfuidical  remains,  are  yet  to  be  feeri 
here.  A  little  way  within,  hoWevef,  the 
whole  country  changes  its  afpedt  into  a* 
Aaked  tradt,  without  trees,  or  even  hedges, 
riling  in  fmall  hills,  watered  by  numerous" 
fill?,  and  fertile  in  grafs  and  corn. 

The  prbdudts  of  Anglefey  are  corn  and 
battle.  In  favourable  years  large  quantities1 
df  barley  and  oats  are  exported  by  fea; 
ind  feveral  thoufand  head  of  cattle,  bdides 
Multitudes  of  fheep  and  hogs,  annually 
Crofs  the  ferry  of  the  Menai  to  the  maia 
land.  Its'  fertility  is  of  ancient  reputation, 
for  it  had  long  ago  acquired  the  title  of 
the  ntirjing  mother  of  f Vales. 

B  b  z  But 
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But  the  wealth  and  population  of 
Anglefey  have  lately  received  a  great  in- 
creafe  from  the  difcovery  of  the  famous 
copper  mine  on  Parys  mountain,  the  largeft 
bed  of  ore  of  that  metal  probably  known 
in  the  world.  It  is  wrought  not  in  the 
common  manner  of  fubterraneous  mines, 
bur,  like  a  ftone-quarry,  open  today;  and 
the  quantities  of  ore  raifed  are  prodigious. 
The  ore  is  poor  in  quality,  and  very 
abundant  in  fulphur.  The  pureft  part  is 
exported  raw  to  the  fmelting  works  at 
Swanfea  and  other  places;  the  more  im- 
pure is  firft  calcined  and  deprived  of  moft 
of  its  fulphur  on  the  fpot.  Quantities  of 
nearly  pure  copper  are  obtained  from  the 
waters  lodged  beneath  the  bed  of  ore, 
by  the  intervention  of  iron.  A  lead  ore 
rich  in  filver  is  alfo  found  in  the  fame 
mountain. 

In  the  north-weftern  part  of  the  ifland  is 
a  quarry  of  green  marble,  intermixed  with 
that  curious  fubftance  afbeftus. 

The 
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The  principal  town  in  Anglefey  is  Beau- 
maris, a  neat  well-built  place  with  a 
caftle  founded  by  Edward  I.  It  has  no 
trade,  but  the  bay  before  it  affords  good 
anchorage,  and  is  a  frequent  refuge  for 
jhips  in  ftormy  weather. 

The  decayed  town  of  Newborough  fubfifti 
only  by  a  manufafture  of  mats  and  ropes 
made  of  the  fea  reed-grafs,  which  binds 
together  the  fandy  hills  on  the  coaft. 

On  the  weftern  point  of  the  ifland  is 
Holyhead^  well  known  as  the  mod  commo- 
dious place  of  paffage  to  and  from  Dublin, 
and  as  the  ftation  of  the  packets.  The  head 
protecting  the  harbour,  forms  a  vaft  pre- 
cipice above  the  fea,  hollowed  by  caverns, 
and  frequented  by  falcons  and  fea- fowl. 

The  fteep  rocky  iflet  of  Prjejl holme ,  off 
the  caftern  point,  is  a  noted  refort  of  fea- 
fowl,  efpecially  the  puffin,  which  breeds 
there  in  the  rabbit  burrows.      This  bird, 

B  b  3  though 
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though  very  oily  and   fifby,   is  by  fbtnp 
thought  a  delicacy  when  pickled. 

f 

The  Sierrfes 9  or  ifle  of  Seals,/  at  thp 
northern  point,  is  $  rocky  little  ifland, 
poffeffed  by  a  few  fheep,  rabbits,  an4 
puffins,  and  haying  upqn  it  a  light-houfe 
p{  great  ufe  to  mariners.  Its  fides  are  fre- 
quented by  vaft  flioals  of  fiCfy  and  fjcsJfa 
yhich  prey  upon  them* 


}  •>-- » *  «"•.  •  •«--  \ .  ■»• 
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MERIONETH -SHIRE. 


Th  i  s  county  is  bounded  on  the  north 
hy  Caernarvonshire  and  Denbighftiire,  on 
the  eaft  by  the  latter  county  and  that  of 
Montgomery,  and  on  the  weft  by  the 
Irifh  fea.  Its  form  is  irregularly  triangular, 
gradually  contra&ing  as  it  runs  foathwards 
till  it  terminates  almoft  in  a  point.  It 
meafures  thirty-fix  miles  from  north  to 
fouth,  and  thirty-four  acrofs  -in  its  broadeft 
part. 

'The  face  of  this  county  is  varied 
throughout  with  a  moft  romantic  mixture 
^ f  all  the  peculiar  fcenery  belonging  to  a 

Bb  4  wild 
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wild  and  mountainous  region.  Lefs  dreary 
than  Caernarvonshire,  as  being  much  better 
clothed  with  wood,  it  is  not  lefs  fertile  irv 
obje£ts  which  imprefs  the  mind  with  awful 
aftonifhment.  Of  a  country  thus  com- 
pofed  it  will  fuffice  to  point  out  fome  of 
the  mod  remarkable  and  leading  features. 

Beneath  the  lofty  Berwyn  hills,  at  the 
north-eaftern  angle  of  the  county,  fpreads 
the  fine  vale  in  which  the  infant  Dee  flows; 
which  ftream,  traced  towards  its  fource, 
foon  leads  to  the  lake  of  Bala,  or  Pimble- 
meer,  a  fine  expanfe  of  clear  water,  em: 
bofomed  in  hills  and  well  ftored  with  fifh. 
The  town  of  Bala  on  its  bank  is  noted  for 
a  great  trade  in  knit  woollen  ftockings, 
the  produA  of  the  induftry  of  both  fexes  in 
the  circumjacept  country,  by  which  not 
only  the  wool  of  their  own  mountains^  but 
much  purchafed  in  Denbighlhire  is  wrought 
\ip.  The  venerable  Dee  receives  its  name 
only  on  leaving  Bala  lake ;  yet  fome  trace  its 
head  higher,  to  the  foot  of  the  lofty  moun- 
tain 
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tain  Aran,  which  the  poet  Spenfer  makes 
the  .refidence  of  the  fag$  Timon,  fofter- 
father  to  Prince  Arthur. 

His  dwelling  is  full  low  in  valley  green, 
Under  the  foot  of  Rauran,  moffie  hore, 
from  whence  the  river  Dee,  as  filver  clean, 
His  tumbling  billows  roll,  with  gentle  rore. 

Fairy  Queen. 

South  of  this  fpot  begins  the  Alpine  re- 
gion, with  narrow  deep  vallies,  between 
high,  verdant,  and  precipitous  hills,  and 
moors  affording  peat,  the  only  fuel  of  the 
country.  The  Doyy,  a  confiderable  river, 
rolls  through  the  bottoms ;  and,  after 
wafhing  the  fmall  town  of  Dinafmowtldwy, 
croffes  a  part  of  Montgomeryshire,  and 
at  laft  forms  the  fouthern  boundary  of 
Merionethfhire.  All  this  country  abounds 
in  flieep,  the  wool  of  which  is  manufac- 
tured upqn  the  fpot  into  deckings  and 
flannels. 

Above 
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Above  the  little  town  of  Dolgelleu,  (bars 
the  great  mountain  Cader  Idris,  one  of  the 
loftieft  in  Wales;  beyond  which,  towards 
the  fea,  arc  flrft^round  fmooth  hills,  the 
extenfive  (heep-walks  of  thfe  country,  and 
then  a  flajt,  confifting  of  meadows  and 
black  turbaries. 

North  of  Dolgelleu  the  alpine  tra& 
again  commences,  enliyened  with  woods 
and  frequent  cafcades.  Some  of  the  lakes 
afford  char  and  Angular  crook-backed 
trouts.  This  fort  of  country  extends  to 
the  north-weftern  angle  of  Merionethfhire, 
in  which  is  fituated  the  fnjall  but  ftrikingly 
beautiful  vale  of  Fefliniog.  Some  ftrangely 
fequeftered'fituations,  innacceflible  without 
hazard,  yet  not  without  their  charms,  and 
the  feats  of  fimplicity  and  ruftic  competence, 
are  formed  amid  the  favage  fcenery  of  this 
wild  region. 


Harlech 
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Harlech  on  the  coaft,  though  the  capita  J 

,pf  the  county,  is  a  very  poor  town,  dif- 

tinguifhed  only  by  its  almoft  entire  caftle, 

another  wor^  of  the  great  fubduej:  of  Wales. 

The  only  port  pf  Merionethflrire  is  Bar- 
mouthy  on  a  little  arm  of  the  fea,  into 
which  feveral  fmall  rivulets  difcharge  them- 
selves. It  is  3  harbour  of  difljcult  entrance, 
and  not  much  frequented,  thoijgh  fome 
years  ago  considerable  quantities  of  the 
pianufadjtureg  of  the  county  were  exported 
from  it. 

Near  the  mouth  of  the  Dovy  are  large 
#on  works. 


MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 
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MONTGOMERYSHIRE, 


This  county  on  the  north  touches  upon 
thofe  of  Denbigh  and  Merioneth,  on  the 
weft  upon  the  latter  and  that  of  Cardigan, 
on  the  fouth  upon  Radnorftiire,  and  on 
the  eaft  upon  Shroplhire.  It  meafures, 
from  the  angle  in  its  northern. border  to  its 
fouthern,  about  thirty-fix  miles,  and  from 
eaft  to  weft  nearly  the  fame. 

Montgomeryshire,  though    barren    and  . 
mountainous   in    many  parts,    has    yet    a 
greater  mixture  of  fertile  vale  and  plain 
than  feveral  of  the  Welfh  counties.     The 
moft  confiderable  of  the  level  trafts  is  that 

through 
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through  which  the  Severn  flows.  This  fine 
river,  rifing  in  the  huge  mountain  of 
Plynlimmony  ficuated  partly  in  this  county 
and  partly  in  that  of  Cardigan,  runs  firft 
almoft  acrofs  the  fouthern  fide  of  Mont- 
gomeryftiire,  and  then,  turning  northwards, 
enters  Shropfiiire  from  the  eaft  above  the 
Brythen  hills.  Other  vales  accompany  the 
numerous  tributary  rills  which  feed  the 
infant  Severn.  Of  thefe  ftreams  the  largeft 
are  the  Vyrnew,  formed  of  two  uniting 
branches  of  the  fame  name  which  crofs  the 
county  from  its  weftern  fide;  and  the 
Tannat,  forming  part  of  the  Denbighfliire 
boundary,  and  meeting  the  Vyrnew  before 
it  joins  the  Severn.  Thefe  rivers  are  re* 
markable  for  the  great  variety  of  filh  con- 
tained in  their  waters ;  among  which  is  the 
falmon,  ^hich  vifits  not  only  thefe  remote 
ftreams,  but  even  penetrates  up  the  Severn 
almoft  to  the  foot  of  Plynlimmon. 


The 
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The  riches  of  Montgomeryshire  proceed 
from  its  ffifeep*  and  wool,  and  the  ftahiiete 
and  other  coarfe  cloths  manufactured  frotti 
it.  The  hilly  tra&s  are  almoft  eiitiMy 
fheep-walks ;  and  the  flocks,  like  tfcofe  of 
Spain,  are  driven  frdift  diftant  parts  to  feed 
6n  them  during  futnmer;  the  &rms  in  the 
finall  vallies'  being  only  a  fdft  of  appen- 
dage^ for  winter  habitations  and  pro^ifions. 
The  manufafturts-  are  collected  through- 
the.  country  and  ftnt  to  Wellh  Pool, 
whence  they  are  Carried  in  a  rough  ftate  to' 
Shrewfbury  to  bfe  fifriflied  and  exported. 
Dyer  gives  a  lively  defcription  of  this; 
traffic :■' 

The  northern  Cambrians,  ah  induftrious  tribe,* 
Garry  their1  labours  on  pygmean  deeds, 
Of  fize  exceeding  not  Leiceflrian  (Keep, 
Yet'flrorig  arid  fprightly:  over  hill  and  dale? 
They  travel  unfarigued;  and  lay  their  bales 
In  Salop's  ftreets,  beneath  whofe  lofty  walls 
Pearly  Sabrina  waits  them  with  her  barks, 
And  fpreads  the  fwelling  (beet.  Fleb£bV 

This* 
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TFhis  county  alfo  affords  mineral  treafures. 
An  uncommonly  rich  lead  mine  was* 
wrought  many  years  with' .vaft  profit  at 
Llangynnog  in  the  northern  angle,  but  is- 
now  overpowered  by  water.  Near  the 
feme  place  is  a  large  flate  quarry.  Slate  is- 
alfo  got  near  the  conflux  of  the  Vyrnew 
and  Severn,  and  fent  down  that  river  w 
Briftol;-  and  on  a*  limeftone  rock  in  the 
neighbourhood  are  burned  amazing  quan* 
tides  of  lime,  which  is  carried  all  over  the 
county,  where  that  article  is  for  the  moft 
part  wanting.  Coals  are  not  found  in  this- 
county,  whence  the  inhabitants  are  obliged- 
to  ufe  wood  or  peat  for  their  fcanty  fuel. 

Of  the  towns  in  Montgomeryshire  little" 
is  to  be  faid.  Montgomery,  the  capital,  is 
a  fmall  neat  place,  without  trade.  Various 
military  aftions  have  happened  in  or  near 
it,  among  which  was  a  hot  engagement  in1 
the  civil  wars  of  Charles  I.  terminating  in; 
9  complete  viftory  on  the  fide  of  the  Par- 
liament. 

myh 
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Weljh  Pool  is  the  principal  trading  towti 
of  the  county,  being  the  great  mart  fb'r 
flannels,  as  befdre-mentioned.  'The  Severn 
begins  to  be  navigable  a  little  way  below 
this  place. 

Llanidloes,  a  fmall  town  ih  the  midft  of 
the  feeding  and  manufa&uring  tradt,  has  ft 
great  market  for  woolleh  yarn* 


RADNORSHIRE. 
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Radnorshire. 


Th  i  s  county  is  bounded  on  the  north 
by  Montgomeryshire,  on  the  eaft  by  Shrop- 
shire and  Herefordshire,  oh  the  fouth  and 
fouth-weft  by  Bredknockftiire,  and  on  the 
north-weft  by  Cardiganshire.  Its  form  is 
nearly  triangular,  grooving  narrower  fouth- 
wards.  Its  greateft  length  is  twenty-fix 
miles,  its  greateft  breadth  thirty-one. 

The  river  Wye  forms  its  feparation  from 
Brecknockfhire  almoft  the  whole  length  of 
their  common  border.  This  river,  Spring- 
ing out  of  Plynlimmon  hill,  very  near  the 
fource  of  the  Severn,  ^roffes  the  north* 
r  C  c  caftern 
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caftern  corner  of  Radnorftiire,  giving  natfic 
to  the  town  of  Rhyaidergowy,  or  the  fall  of 
the  Wye,  where  it  is  precipitated  in  a 
cataraft;  and  then,  flowing  between  die 
counties  of  Radnor  and  Brecon,  at  their 
termination  turns  fhort  into  Herefordshire. 
Into  the  Wye  flow  feveral- rivulets  croffing 
Radnorlhire  from  the  north,  of  which  the 
principal  is  the  Tthon. 

The  county  of  Radnor  has  proportionally 
more,  cultivated  lan4,than  fome  of  the  other 
yfeiih  ones^  its  eafte^a^and  fouthern  parts 
being  tplerably  level,   and  productive  of 

-» .  ..10.- 

corn.  The  other  parts  are  rude  and  moun- 
tainous,  and.  chiefly  /devoted  to  the  rearing 

of  cattle,  and  fh'eep,  .  The  north-weftern 

'■'-.••  -     *  -  -  - 

angle  is  an  abfoiute  defert,  almolt  impaff- 
able.  This  was  the  retreat  of  the  Britifli 
Kijig  Vqrti^rn  after  4  he  had  felt  the  fatal 
fffe^.cppfecjuent  on  his  imprudent  a£t  of 
calling  ir^  th^  Saxons  to  his  affiftance. 


»•  ■  i  « 
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'  The  three  principal  towns  lie  in  a  clufter 
on  the  eaftern  fide. 

New  Radnor,  the  county  town,  is  a  very 
inconfiderable  place,  and  has  loft  the  privi- 
lege of  holding  the  affizes. 

Thefe  are  held  at  Prefteign,  fituated  in  a 
rich  valley,  near  the  fource  of  the  Lug. 
This  is  a  neat  and  well  inhabited  town.    * 

Knighton,  juft  to  the  north  of  the  laft, 
is  a  place  of  fome  trade. 


C  C  2  CARDIGANSHIRE. 
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CARDIGANSHIRE. 


This  county  ftretches  along  the  fea-coaft 
in  a  bending  line  from  north-eaft  to  lbuth- 
weft,  forming,  in  conjunction  with  the  coaft 
of  Merionethshire,  the  large  lunated  bay 
of  Cardigan,  protected  by  the  peninfula  of 
Caernarvonshire  to  the  north-weft;  the  fre- 
quent fhelter  of  veflels  in  contrary  winds. 
On  the  land  fide  Cardiganfhire  is  bounded 
northwards  by  a  point  of  Merionethfhire, 
frorp  which  it  is  feparated  by  the  mouth  of 
the  Dovy  and  by  Montgomeryshire ;  eaft- 
wards  by  the  counties  Radnor  and  Breck- 
nock, and  fouthwards  by  thofe  of  Caer- 
n>arthen  and  Pembroke;  the  river  Tyvy 

.    m  forming 
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forming  the  greateft.part  of  the  fouthern 
limit.  Its  extent  along  the  ftiore  is  neaf 
forty  miles  i  its  breadth  acrofs,  in  the 
wideft  part,  lefs  than  twenty. 

The  fea-coaft  of  Cardiganfhire  is  in 
general  level,  particularly  at  the  fouth- 
weftern  extremity,  which  is  a  tolerably 
fertile  and  cultivated  country.  The 
northern  and  eaftern  parts  are  moun- 
tainous and  barren,  yet  afford  pafture  for 
multitudes  of  fheep,  and  in  their  narrow 
vales  feed  large  herds  of  black  cattle. 
Many  fmall  lakes  are  formed  in  the  hollows 
on  the  eaftern  fide,  from  one  of  which 
iflues  the  principal  river  of  the  county,  the 
Tyvy>  or  Teivy.  This  at  firft  burfts  its  way 
through  a  very  rocky  traft,  till,  forming  a 
regular  channel,  it  paffes  Tregarron,  and, 
arriving  at  the  border  of  Caermarthenfhire 
at  Llanbeder,  from  thence  becomes  a  boun- 
dary of  the  counties  to  the  fea. 


Cc  3  Several 
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Several  rivulets,  taking  their  rife  from 
the  fides  of  Plynlimmon,  run  dire&ly 
acrofe  the  northern  part  of  the  county, 
Of  thefe  are 


RydJolrooghi 


Blithe  lft<with,  and  Clevutcc  fwift  of  foot. 

Fleece. 


Thefe  fmall  ftreams,  Avith  many  others 
in  the  mountainous  trads  of  Wales,  which 
in  dry  weather  are  mere  (hallow  brooks, 
by  rains  are  often  fwelled  to  furious  torrents, 
bearing  down  every  thing  before  them,  and 
tearing  up  even  the  foil  of  the  vallies, 
which  they  fill  with  barren  gravel  and 
ftones. 

The  mountains  of  this  county  in  many 
parts  contain  lead  and  other  minerals  -y  but 
coals  and  other  fuel  are  as  fcarce  here  as  in 
the  neighbouring  counties, 

The  towns  are  of  little  confequence, 

Cardigan, 
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Cardigan,  the  county  town,  fituated  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Tyvy,  is  a  tolerably  well- 
built  and  populous  place. 

Aberijlwyth,  at  the  mouth  of  the  lftwyth, 
lias  a  ftnall  coafting  trade.  The  herring- 
filhery,  whlcji  qnce  flourilhed  here,  is  at  an 
end,  on  account  of  the  deferfiori  of  the  fifli. 
This  town  is  a  refort  for  fea-bathing. 

Rhos-fair9  near  the  fource  of  the  Tyvy,  is 
noted  tor  its  fairs  fop  Aeep  and  black  cattle. 


■«— ~—**m*  . '  j  j 
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PEMBROKESHIRE, 


The  coionty  of  Pembroke  forms  the 
fouth-weftern  extremity  of  Wales,  and  is 
furrounded  by  the  fea  except  on  the  north- 
eaft,  where  it  is  feparated  by  the  Tyvy 
from  Cardiganfhire ;  and  the  eaft,  where  it 
is  contiguous  to  Caermarthenlhire.  It  is 
very  irregularly  lhaped  both  towards  the 
land  and  the  fea,  fa  that  its  fize  can 
fcarcely  be  meafured ;  however,  its  length 
may  be  eftimated  at  twenty-feven  miles, 
and  its  extreme  breadth  at  thirty. 

A  greaj 


PEMBROKESHIRE,  409 

A  great  part  of  this  county  is  plain  and 
tolerably  "fertile,  confiding  of  rich  meadow 
and  arable  land.  The  north-eaftern  part 
alone  is  mountainous;  which,  however, 
yields  good  pafture  for  fheep  and  cattle.: 
The  fouthern  part  produces  great  crops  o£ 
grain,  and  alfo  contains  large  quantities  of 
coal  and  culm  (which  is  an  inferior  fort  of 
Coal);  and  its  coafts  abound  with  iroa 
ftone. 

Its  principal  rivers  are  the  Cledbeu,  eaflr 
and  weft,  which,  riling  in  the  northern  part, 
unite  at  a  fiuall  drftance  from  Milford- 
haven,  into  which  they  difcharge  themfelves* 

The  fea-coaft  is  in  general  mountainous, 
with  lleep  pr  perpendicular  cliffs.  Wo 
ihall  trace  it  from  its  north-eaftern  point, 
4t  the  mouth  of  the  Ty  vy. 

The  firft  remarkable  place  is  Newport-bay? 
3t  the  bottom  of  which,  on  a  fmall  river. 

is 


4IO  ENGLAND    DELINEATED. 

is  fituated  the  town  of  Newport ,  an  incbn- 
fiderable  harbour. 

Fifgard  bay  fuccecds,  with  a  town  of  the- 
fame  name,  which  (hares  ip  the  herring" 
fifliery. 

From  hence  the  coaft  winds  round 
Strumble-head  to  that  of  Su  David's,  off 
which  lies  Ramjey  ijland,  together  with  a 
group  of  rocks,  frequented  in  the  breeding 
feafon  by  vaft  multitudes  of  fea-fowl.  The 
city  of  St.  David's  is  a  very  inconfidcrable 
place,  at  the  extremity  of  a  moft  dreary 
trad:  of  country. 

The  large  bay  of  St.  Bride's  fucceeds,  a 
fafe  retreat  for  veffels  in  all  winds  but  the 
fouth-weft;  and  beyond  fome  iflands  on  its 
fouthern  fide  is  the  entrance  to  the  cele- 
brated Milford-haven.  This  is  a  deep  inlet 
of  the  fea,  branching  off  into  fo  many 
creeks,  fccured  from  all  winds,  and  ca- 
'   '  pable 
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pabfe  of  receiving  the  latgeft  veflels,  that 
it  is  reckoned  the  fafeft  and  mod  capacious 
harbour  in  Great  Britain.  Its  remote  fitu- 
ation,  however,  greatly  impairs  its  utility, 
either  for  the  purpofes  of  commerce,  or  as 
a  ftation  for  (hips  of  war.  Men  of  war, 
indeed,  arefometimes  built  here;  and  forts 
have  been  erefted  to  defend  the  harbour; 
It  was  at  Milford-haven  that  the  Earl  of 
Richmond,  afterwards  King  Henry  VII. 
landed  on  his  enterprize  againft  Richard  III. 
Oyfters  are  found  in  confiderable  quantities 
in  this  bay. 

Pembroke,  the  county  town,  fituated  on 
a  creek  of  this  bay,  is  a  well-built  place, 
but  in  a  ftate  of  decline,  the  navigation  to 
it  being  injured  by  the  rubbifh  of  fta  lime* 
(tone  quarries  near  it. 

The  laft  place  on  the  coaft  to  be  noticed 

is  Tenby,  at  the  head  of  a  final)  bay,  with 

a  little  port,  and  a  good  road  for  (hips  be* 

4  fore 
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fore  it.  This  is  a  town  of  brilk  trade, 
large  quantities  of  coal  and  culm  being 
^hipped  from  it  for  Jrdand  and  other 
places. 

The  principal  inland  town  of  this  county 
is  Haverford-weft,  fituated  on  a  river  flow- 
ing into  Milford-haven,  which  is  navi- 
gpble  to  .  the  town  for  veffels  of  moderate 
burthen.  It  is  a  well-built  and  confides 
able  place,  and  inhabited  by  many  genteel 
families. 

The  country  hereabouts,  between  the 
two  branches  of  the  Cledheu,  was  fettled 
in  the  time  of  Henry  I.  by  a  colony  of 
Flemings,  whofe  language,  manners,,  and 
National  induftry,  long  diftinguifhed  them 
from*  the  furrounding  natives,  with  whom 
they  had  frequent  quarrels.  The  names 
of  places  in  this  part  are,  indeed,  at  prefent 
manifeftly  different  fron)  thofeof  theWelfh; 
and  Englifh  is  the  current  language  of  the 

county. 

v;.;;  Near 
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Near  the  fmall  town  of  Kilgarran  on 
the  Tyvy  is  a  remarkable  falmon  leap, 
which  gives  occafion  to  the  capture  of 
that  fi(h  in  great  abundance.  Above  this 
place  are  large  works  for  the  fabricating 
of  tin  plates. 


.   j 
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C  A  ERM  ART  HEN  SHIRE. 


This  county  is  bounded  on  the  north 
by  Cardiganfliire,  on  the  eaft  by  Breck- 
nockflhire,  on  the  weft  by  Pembrokeftiire, 
and  on  the  fouth  partly  by  Glamorganfhire 
and  partly  by  the  fea.  It  extends  from 
eaft  to  weft  above  forty-five  miles,  but  in  the 
contrary  direction  little  more  than  twenty. 

The  mountainous  parts  of  Caermarthen- 
Ihire  are  to  the  north  and  eaft.  Towards 
the  fea  and  the  weft  it  is  in  a  great  meafure 
level,  and  fertile  in  corn  and  grafs.  It  is 
well  furnifhed  with  wood  and  coal,  feeds 
numerous  herds  of  cattle,  and  abounds  in 
filh,  efpecially  falraon. 

The 


CAERMARTHENSHIRE.  4I5 

The  principal  river  of  the  county  is  the 
T<nvyx  which,  riling  in  Cardiganftiire,  enters 
Caermarthcnlhire  at  its  north-eaftern  cor* 
ner,  and, .  croffing  towards  the  fbuth-weft* 
paffes  Caermarthcn,  and  empties  itfelf 
into  a  kind  'of  large  bay,  formed  by  the 
whole  coaft  of  this  county,  Ihut  in  on  each 
fide  by  the  proje&ing  (hores  of  Pembroke* 
(hire  and  Glamorganfhire.  Many  rivulet* 
join  the  Towy  in  its  courfe j  and  fevergl 
others  in  the  county  run  feparate  to  the 
fea,  among  which  is  the  Taff,  which  comes 
down  from  Pembrokefliire. 

The  capital  of  this  county,  Caermarthen, 
19  well  built  and  populous,  and  is  ufually 
reckoned  the  firft  town  in  South  Wales, 
Its  river  admits  veffels  of  moderate  burthen, 
which  gives  it  a  confiderable  trade. 

Llanelly,  upon  an  arm  of  the  fea  running 
between  Glamorganfliire  and  this  county, 
exports  a  confiderable  quantity  of  pit-coal. 

From 
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From  Kidwelly,  a  fmall  town  6n  a  fcreek 
near  the  moiith  of  the  Towv,  a  canal  has 
been  cut  to  fortie  collieries,  whence  coals 
are  brought  down  and  exported. 

•  Near  Uandilo-vawr,  a  fmall  towii  on  the 
Towy,  was  fought  the  laft  battle  between 
the  forces  of  Edward  I«  and  of  Llewellia 
Prince  of  Wales,  which,  proving  decifive 
againft  the  latter,  put  a  final  period  to  the 
independency  of  Wales* 


BRECKNOCKSHIRE. 


.<    4i7    ) 
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Ths  cbunty  of  Bt«c<sh  is  bounded  on 
the  riorth:and-eaft  by  that  of  Radnor,  fe- 
paf#ed  by  the  river  Wye,  on  the  eaft  by 
a  fmallpfcrt  of  Hefefordfeirej.  on  the  fouth* 
eaft  and -part  of  tlie  fotith  t>y--Monmouth- 
fhrre,  oft*  the  reft  of  the  fcuth  by  Glamor- 
£anlhfre>  and  fon  the  weft  by  Caermarthen- 
fliire  arid  Cafdigairfhire*  'Its  form  is  irre- 
gularly  xriarigular,  ttariidwing  horth wards. 
its  length  is  twenty-airie  miles ;  the  breadth 
of  its  foutfcerft  bafis  thirty^four. 

a  •  -¥*i  .      '  .... 

«■     .    -    *  •  - 

D  d  Brecknockfhire 
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Brecknockfliire  is  one  of  the  more  moun- 
tainous counties  of  Wales,  and  affords  a 
variety  of  the  fublitne  fcenes,  fome  of 
which  are  defcribed  in  the  following 
lines : 

Nor  black  Trecarri?  fteepy  height, 
Nor  wafte  Treeajtk  gave  delight, 
Nor  clamorous  Hondfs  fall. 

Dodsley's  Coll.  IV. 

Ridges  of  hills  form  its  reparation  from 
mod  of  the  adjacent  counties,  and  thefe 
are  faid  to  (belter  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
render  it  temperate.  An  ancient  writer  in- 
deed (Giraldus  Cambrenfis)  dwells  chiefly  on 
its  being  protected  to  the  fouth  from  the 
.heat  of  the  fun,  and  fanned  by  qoqI  breezes : 
a  commendation  that  implies  a  difference 
either  in  the  nature  of  our  climate  at  that 
time,  or  in  the  feelings  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  land  declines  towards  the  banks  of  the 
Wye,  where  it  is  tolerably  fertile,  as  it  is 

alfo 
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alfo  in  the  vallies  watered  by  its  numerous 

rills.  •''.'' 

. »  .  *  ■   •      .  

The  principal  river  of  the  county,,  next 
to  the  boundary  one  of  the  Wye,  is  the 
UJk,  which,  taking  its  rife  from  the  Black 
Mountain  in  the  wefterji  fide  of  this  county, 
on  the  bofdeif  of  Caermarthenlhire,  flows 
acrofs  it  through  a  fine  valley  to  the  fouth- 
eaftern  angle,  pafling  the  town  of  Breck- 
nock in  its  way. 


VJkt  that  frequent  among  hoary  rocks 


On  her  deep  waters  paints  th'  impending  fcene, 
Wild  torrents*  crags,  and  woods,  and  mountain  fnows. 

Dyer. 

The  commodities  of  Brecknockfliire  are 
cattle,  (heep,  wool,  and  the  coarfe  cloths 
and  (lockings  manufactured  from  it. 

The  county  town,  Brecknock,  is  mode- 
rately large,  well  built,  and  inhabited  by 
feveral  families  of  gentry.    It  has  a  trade 

Ddi  in 
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in  die  woollen  branches.  A  little  to  the 
eaft  of  it  is  a  confiderable  lake  well  ftored 
with  fifti,  out  of  which  a  rivulet  runs  to 
the  Wye. 


Crickhmell,  lower  down  on  the  Ufc,  U  a 
preuy,  but  fmal),  market-Wwii. 


. . . » ^ <  •■  i  •  <* 
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GLAMORGANSHIRE, 


This  county  has  to  the  north  tbofc  of 
Caemiarthen  and  Brecknock,  to  the  weft 
Monmouthihire,  Separated  by  the  river 
Rumney,  and  to  the  fbuth  and  weft  the 
Briftol  channel,  The  greateft  part  of  its 
fea-coaft  fwells  into  a  femicircular  fweep; 
but  the  weftern  extremity  is  formed  into 
a  narrow  beak,  between  the  open  channe^ 
on  the  one  hand  and  an  arm  running  round 
to  the  Caermarthenihire  coaft  on  the  other. 
The  county  meafures  from  eaft  to  weft 
forty-eight  tniles;  froth  north  tb  fotfth  at 
the  deepeft  part  only,  twenty»£$» 


P  d  3  The 
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The  northern  part  of  Glamorganfhire 
is  very  mountainous,  barren,  and  thinly 
inhabited,  ferving  chiefly  for  the  feeding 
of  cattle  and  fheep.  Various  rivers  rife  in 
it,  which  run  fouthwards  through  yales 
gradually  expanding,  fo  as  to  form  a  middle 
diftridt  tolerably  fit  for  cultivation,  and 
well  clothed  with  wood,  at  length  terminat- 
ing in  the  great  level  or  vale  of  Glamorgan. 
This  is  a  trad  extending  along  the  fea-coaft 
to  eight  or  ten  miles  inland,  the  moft  fertile 
part  ofWales>  rich  in  corn  and  pafture, 
and  well  furnifliedwith  the  mineral  treafures 
of  coals,  lead,  iron,  and  limeftone. 

Of  thfcfe  rivers  the  principal,  befides  the 
boundary  one  of  Runmey,  are,  firft  the  Taafe, 
an  extremely  rapid  ftream,  entering  the  fea 
at  Caerdiff.  Upon  this  river,  not  for  from  , 
Caerphilly,  is  a  ftone  bridge  called  Pont y 
Priddi  of  a  fingle  arch,  fuppofed  one  of  the 
wideft  in  the  world,  being  one  hundred  and 
forty  feet  itf  the  fpan  and  thirty-four  highj 
planned   and   executed  by  the  untaught 

g  emus 
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genius  of  a  common  mafon  in  this  county. 
Then  the  Epwy,  whofe  mouth  is  very  near 
tl\e  former,  at  Pennarth :  the  Neatb,  com- 
ing down  from  Brecknockfhire,  and  falling 
into  the  fea  below  the  town  of  its  own 
name:  and  the  Tawy,  flowing  parallel  to 
the  Neath,  and  difcharging  icfelf  into 
Swapfey  bay, 

Caerdiff*  the  county  town  of  Glamor- 
ganfhire,  is  a  place  of  moderate  fize,  hand* 
fome.  and  populous,  with  a  commodious 
port,  which  gives  it  a  cpaftbg  trade  of 
fome  extent.  In  the  ancient  caftle  of  this 
town,  after  a  cruel  confinement  of  many 
years  inflided  by  his  brother  King 
Henry  I.  died  Robert  the  depofed  Duke 
of  Normandy,  eldeft  fon  of  William  the 
Conqueror, 

Laniaffy  a  few.  miles  from  this  town,  i$ 
a  very  fmall  and  mean  place,  though  a  city. 
It  is  obfervable  that  the  four  epifcopal  feats 
In  Wales,  Bangor,  St.  Afaph,  St.  David's, 

1}  d  4  and 
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and  LandafF,  are  at  prefent  four  of  the 
meaneft  and  lcaft  flourishing  places  in  the 
whole  principality. 

Caerphilly,  near  the  border  of  Monmouth* 
fhirc,  is  a  place  of  great  antiquity,  and 
noted  for  the  majefllc  ruins  of  a  caftle  fai4 
to  have  been  the  largeft  in  the, kingdom 
next  to  that  of  Windfor. 

The  affizes  for  the  county  are-held  af 
the  fmail  but  neat  town  of  Cambridge. 

«.  ... 

Neath  has  a  fmall  harbour  from  whence 
coals  are  exported.  In  its  neighbourhood 
are  iron  forges,  fmelting  works  for  copper, 
and  many  coal  mines. 

Swanfey  is  by  much  the  moft  confider- 
able  commercial  town  in  the  county,  an 
advantage  it  derives  from  a  good  port  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Tawy,  and  from  the  great 
plenty  of  coals  in  its  neighbourhood.  Of 
thefe  it  fends  great  quantities  to  Ireland 

*  and 
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